STATE OF INDIANA)
                             SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY )

President Michael McCullough called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council to order on Monday, May 7, 2012, at 6:00 p.m.  Council members present were Michael McCullough, Rita Rothrock, Dolores Johnson, Larry Moss, Toni Carter, Chip Hoskins and Steve Withers. Michael McCullough led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and Larry Moss offered the prayer. Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

A motion to approve the April 2, 2012, regular meeting minutes was made by Rita Rothrock, and seconded by Steve Withers. Motion carried 7 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION
Michael McCullough read the following:

COUNTY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Whereas, It has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:

Sec.1.
Be It Ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated out of the funds names and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

   Aye
    Nay
COUNTY GENERAL


COMMISSIONERS


Other Services and Charges



Hamilton Center



$30,298.00
     7
  



INFORMATION SERVICES


Other Supplies



Software




$ 3,787.00
     7
  


HIGHWAY


ADMINISTRAION


Other Services and Charges



WCIEDD Transportation Study


$ 4,026.00
      7
  

      Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 7th day of May, 2012. 
AYE
NAY

Michael McCullough /s/


 
















Rota E Rothrock /s/











Steven J Withers /s/











Chip Hoskins /s/











Dolores Johnson /s/











Toni Carter /s/













Larry Moss /s/











Members of the Clay County Council                                                                                                                                                             

ATTEST:

Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/




Clay County Auditor   
Auditor Alumbaugh explained that the additional request for Hamilton Center was to increase the amount of appropriation to the required amount of the total tax levy as determined by statute.  A motion to approve was made by Larry Moss and seconded by Toni Carter.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

Scott Hill’s request for software supplies was to replace dollars reimbursed by the state for expenditures.  A motion to approve was made by Rita Rothrock and seconded by Chip Hoskins.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

A motion to approve WCIEDD Transportation Study request was made by Dolores Johnson and seconded by Chip Hoskins.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF PROPOSED WHEEL TAX
Michael McCullough read the following in its entirety:

ORDINANCE 10-2012

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING LOCAL OPTION ANNUAL EXCISE SURTAX AND LOCAL OPTION ANNUAL WHEEL TAX
Whereas, Indiana Code 6-3.5-4 authorizes the Clay County Council to impose, by ordinance, a local option annual County Motor Vehicle Excise Surtax of not less than two percent (2%) or more than ten percent (10%), or not less than seven dollars and fifty cents ($7.50) or more than twenty five dollars ($25.00) on each motor vehicle, subject to the annual excise tax, registered in the county, and 

Whereas, Indiana Code 6-3.5-5 authorizes the Clay County Council to impose, by ordinance, a local option annual County Wheel Tax of not less than five dollars ($5.00) or more than forty dollars ($40.00) on each of six (6) classifications of motor vehicles, not subject to the excise tax, registered in the county, and 

Whereas, Indiana Code 6-3.5-4 and Indiana Code 6-3.5-5  requires the local option Excise Surtax and the local option Wheel Tax be imposed concurrently, and 

Whereas, Clay County and the Incorporated City and Towns in Clay County have experienced a severe shortfall in Local Road and Street Distributions needed to maintain and improve the road and street system in Clay County, now therefore, be it ordained by the County Council of  Clay County, Indiana, that

1. Beginning on January 1, 2013, and until further amended by ordinance, all passenger vehicles, motorcycles, and trucks with a declared gross weight that does not exceed eleven thousand (11,000) pounds, registered in Clay County, that are now subject to an excise tax, shall also be subject to an annual Excise Surtax of twenty-five ($25.00) dollars to be paid with the registration of said motor vehicles.

2. Beginning on January 1, 2013, and until further amended by ordinance, all of the following six (6) classes of motor vehicles, registered in Clay County, shall be subject to an annual Wheel Tax as set out in the following schedule to be paid with the registration of said motor vehicles.

Motor Vehicle Classification




Annual Wheel Tax

A. Buses







$40.00

B. Recreational Vehicles





$40.00

C. Semi-Trailers






$40.00

D. Tractors






$40.00

E. (1) Trailers 11,000 pounds or less



$20.00

(2) Trailers 11,001 pounds or more



$40.00

       F.   Trucks over 11,000 pounds




$40.00

As provided by Indiana Code 6-3.5-4, the following motor vehicles are exempt from the annual Wheel Tax:

· vehicles owned by the State of Indiana

· vehicles owned by a state agency of the State of Indiana

· vehicles owned by a political sub-division of the State of Indiana

· vehicles subject to the annual Excise Surtax imposed under Indiana Code 6-3.5-4

· buses owned and operated by religious or non-profit youth organization, and used to haul persons to religious services or for the benefit of their members

· school buses and other vehicles owned and operated by the Clay Community Schools Corporation

3. Beginning January 1, 2013, all of the Excise Surtax and Wheel Tax Funds collected on motor vehicles registered in Clay County, Indiana, shall be deposited in a separate fund by the Clay County Treasurer, and titled the “Clay County Wheel Tax Fund”. These funds shall be allocated and distributed as required by Indiana Code 6-3.5-5-15, by the Clay County Auditor and the Clay County Treasurer to the County and Incorporated City and Towns of Clay County.  The funds
distributed shall be used only to construct, reconstruct, repair, or maintain streets and roads under the jurisdiction of the respective County, City and Towns.

Adopted by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, this    7   day of    May   , 2012.


Michael McCullough /s/



Michael McCullough


Rita Rothrock /s/


Rita Rothrock


Steve Withers /s/



Steve Withers


Dolores Johnson /s/



Dolores Johnson


Larry Moss /s/




Larry Moss


Chip Hoskins /s/



Chip Hoskins


Toni Carter /s/




Toni Carter

Attest

    
Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/


Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Clay County Auditor
Commissioner Paul Sinders made brief comments in favor of the Wheel & Surtax, and proposed use of the dollars generated to improve and maintain roads in his district.

Commissioner Jack Withers stated that he is working on a plan for his district.

Rita Rothrock stated that she definitely was against the proposed tax five year ago, but the condition on the road and her personal discussions with the public has shown the need for better roads by passing this tax.

Dolores Johnson was also against the tax in the beginning but infrastructure is terrible and this tax will cause improvement and increase jobs and revenue.

Chip Hoskins made a motion to suspend the rules and pass on first reading, seconded by Toni Carter.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

A motion to pass Ordinance 10-2012 was made by Toni Carter and seconded by Chip Hoskins.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

Paul Sinders thanked the Council and stated that this was a historical night for Clay County.
Brazil City Mayor Brian Wyndham thanked the Council and stated that this is an important step for the city to be able to start working on city streets.

Toni Carter made a motion to have a report from the Commissioners on the use and progress of expenditures of the Wheel and Surtax no later that 12/31/2013 and annually thereafter.  Motion seconded by Chip Hoskins and carried 7 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF ORDINANCE 11-2012 
Michael McCullough read the following in its entirety:

ORDINANCE 11-2012
AMENDED SALARY ORDINANCE

An ordinance setting compensation for certain County Employees for 2012. 
Be it ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana as follows:
GENERAL




Election




Salary
     Type
# Members


Election Board Secretary
1,400.00 Annual

1 




Election Board


1,004.00 Annual

2

Presented to the Clay County Council this 7th day of May, 2012, and passed by the following vote.




AYE





NAY

Michael McCullough /s/









Rita E Rothrock /s/









Steven J Withers /s/









Chip Hoskins /s/

 







Dolores Johnson /s/









Toni Carter /s/









 
Larry J Moss /s/









Members of the Clay County Council

ATTEST:


Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/


Clay County Auditor                   

Larry Moss made a motion to suspend the rules and pass on first reading seconded by Rita Rothrock.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

Rita Rothrock made a motion to approve Ordinance 11-2012 seconded by Larry Moss.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Larry Moss made a motion to adjourn seconded by Dolores Johnson.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

Members of the Clay County Council
Attest:

Clay County Council

