STATE OF INDIANA)
                             SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY )

President Michael McCullough called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council to order on Monday, March 5, 2012, at 6:00 p.m.  Council members present were Michael McCullough, Rita Rothrock, Dolores Johnson, Larry Moss, Toni Carter and Steve Withers. Michael McCullough led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and Larry Moss offered the prayer. Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

A motion to approve the February 6, 2012, regular meeting minutes was made by Rita Rothrock, and seconded by Toni Carter. Motion carried 6 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION
Michael McCullough read the following:

COUNTY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Whereas, It has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:

Sec.1.
Be It Ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated out of the funds names and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:
   Aye
    Nay
JAIL CAGIT


Other Services and Charges



Bond Refinance



$1,500,000.00

     6
  


 Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 5th day of March, 2012. 
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Dolores Johnson /s/











Toni Carter /s/












Members of the Clay County Council                                                                                                                                                             

ATTEST:

Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/




Clay County Auditor   
Council President Mike McCullough shared that this request was to pay down the Jail Bonds and to assist in the lower interest refinancing of the Bonds which will shorten the length of the Lease indebtedness from thirty years to twenty four years.

A motion to approve as submitted was made by Steve Withers and seconded by Larry Moss.  Motion carried 6 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF ORDINANCE 6-2012

Mike McCullough read the following in its entirety for first reading:

ORDINANCE 6-2012

CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COUNTY OF CLAY, INDIANA PERSONNEL POLICIES HANDBOOK

WHEREAS the County of Clay, Indiana is an Equal Opportunity Employer, and

WHEREAS it is the intent of Clay County, Indiana to comply with applicable Federal and State of Indiana employment laws and regulations.

WHEREAS the County of Clay, Indiana provides the Clay County employees with information about established terms and conditions of employment and employee benefits, and

WHEREAS it is necessary to amend the County Personnel Policy from time-to-time.

NOW, THEREFORE BIT IT ORDAINED AND ESTABLISHED BY THE COUNTY OF CLAY, INDIANA BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS THAT:

The County of Clay, Indiana Personnel Policies Handbook adopted on 3rd day of December, 2007 is amended this 
5th
 day of 

April
, 2012 as specified below.  The attached section and replacement page are hereby adopted and shall be in full force and effect on and after adoption; and shall supersede existing oral or written personnel policies and procedures.

1.9
E-VERIFY
The Auditor’s office shall administer the e-verify enrollment of all County new-hires; and shall ensure that appropriate forms are properly completed and retained as required by law.

1.10
ELIGIBILITY FOR LOCAL PUBLIC BENEFITS

All County employees shall complete a Verification of Eligibility for Local Public Benefits Form to ensure entitlement to a Federal public benefit as defined by IC 12-32-1-2 and State or Local public benefits as defined by IC 12-32-1-3.  This form shall be administered and retained by the Auditor’s office as required by law.
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA

     Charles Brown /s/




Charles Brown

     Paul Sinders /s/



Paul Sinders

     Jack Withers /s/



Jack Withers

Attest

    Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/


Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Clay County Auditor
COUNCIL

CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA

Michael McCullough
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Chip Hoskins
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Attest

Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Clay County Auditor
This ordinance was pass by the Commissioners on March 5, 2012, and will be presented to the Council for second reading on April 2, 2012.

IN THE MATTER OF PROPOSED WHEEL TAX

Taxpayer Walt Moore appeared before the Council and requested that the following be entered into the minutes.

“My name is Walt Moore, I have lived in Clay County for over 10 years.  I am retired from the Indiana Dept of Corrections and I lived in Putnamville before I moved to Brazil.

I came from a county where almost all of the roads were blacktopped into Clay County where the roads have been getting worse as each winter passes.

My first encounter with the Highway Department came when I discovered they were using old railroad cars to replace bridges and culverts.  I wrote a letter to the Brazil Times thanking the department for saving the tax payers money by doing that.

The next encounter I had was several years ago when I noticed wide cracks in the blacktop on my road, Forest Acres Dr.  I called the Highway Dept. to report the cracks and ask if they could come out and fill them with tar to prevent the water from penetrating and freezing in the winter.

I was told “We don’t do that”.  I questioned as to why they did not and was told they did not have the proper equipment to do that.  Give me a break all it takes is hot tar and a shovel full of sand.  I contacted the State Highway Department and found out they still fill cracks and it was a simple operation and that Clay County Highway Department had a Dura Patcher that could be used for the job.  I called and told them they did have the equipment and then I was told “We don’t have the special Want”.  Well push come to shove they did come out and fill the cracks in my road.

Then I asked them why they were not using the Dura Patcher to fill potholes.  I was told “It is too cold and wet”.  I contacted the Dura Patcher manufacturer and found out that was not true.  The Dura Patcher is an excellent patcher even below freezing.  I told the Highway Dept. of this fact and I explained to them that all they had to do was put the Dura Patcher in a heated garage at night (They have a large on, that is heated) and then the oil would stay warm and it could be used in the day time.

Push come to shove again they started using the Dura Patcher (They had two then now they have three) in cold wet weather.

Then came the Ice Storm last year when the Highway Dept did not do anything prior to the storm or for three days after it hit.  I called them and I was told “Do you know how dangerous it is to drive a dump truck loaded with salt or sand on that ice.”

Push came to shove again and now they actually prepare for an ice storm before it hits.

Then last week Toni Carter dropped by the Highway Dept just to see how it was run and asked if they had a plan on how they keep our roads up.  She was told “We don’t have a plan and can not use one because we are too busy putting out fires” That is to say they operate on a daily basis as to what they need to do.

Now you are considering a Wheel Tax to give the Highway Dept. more money.  I simply ask that you request them to develop and plant and to follow it.  They need to explain to the persons in this county that will be asked to pay and extra $25.00 on up per vehicle just why they need the money and what they are going to do with it.

From my experience with this Highway Dept it would be another expense on the citizens of Clay County that would not show any improvement in the conditions of our road.

Make the Highway Dept. Accountable for the funding they currently receive.  Twenty Two people working and our roads continue to decline.  Help me, because they sure are not going too.

Walt Moore

121 E Forest Acres Dr.

Brazil IN 47834

Phone 812-446-3111”

All Council members stated that a plan will be necessary before a Wheel Tax will be passed.  An Ordinance to pass the tax would need to be presented at the May meeting for 2013 collection.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Rita Rothrock made a motion to adjourn seconded by Dolores Johnson.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

Members of the Clay County Council
Attest:

Clay County Council

