STATE OF INDIANA

                            SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY )

Council President Michael McCullough called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council to order on Monday, March 1, 2010, at 6:00 p.m.  Council members present were Mike McCullough, Rita Rothrock,  Dolores Johnson, Larry Moss, Bryan Wyndham, Charles “Chip” Hoskins, and Steve Withers. Mike McCullough led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and Larry Moss opened the meeting with prayer.  Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

A motion to approve the February 1, 2010, minutes was made by Dolores Johnson, and seconded by Rita Rothrock.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF TRANSFER

TRANSFER

WHEREAS, It has been shown that certain existing appropriations now have unobligated balances which will not be needed for the purpose for which appropriated and;

It Is Therefore Ordained by the aforesaid County Council that such unnecessary existing appropriations are now reduced and the money transferred to the necessary and proper appropriations in amounts as follows:

Aye
   Nay

HIGHWAY

Undistributed Expense


       From Gasoline, Oil & Lube




       To Road Equipment                                        $8,500.00
    7
      


PRESENTED to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 1st day of March, 2010.
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Rita E Rothrock /s/










MEMBERS OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL

ATTEST:

   
Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/



Clay County Auditor

Commissioner Charlie Brown appeared before the Council, and explained that they had an opportunity to purchase a used Gradall to help with ditching.
Councilman Mike McCullough cautioned that moving dollars from Gas & Oil to road equipment could cause a shortage at the end of the year, if gas prices continue to rise.

A motion to approve was made by Larry Moss and seconded by Chip Hoskins.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF AMENDED SALARY ORDINANCE 3-2010
The following was read in its entirety:

ORDINANCE 03-2010
AMENDED SALARY ORDINANCE

An ordinance setting compensation for certain County Employees for the calendar year 2010.

Be it ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana as follows:
GENERAL



Courthouse




Justice Center Maintenance

$24,000.00 Annual



Treasurer




Deputy (2)



$25,755.00 Annual

Presented to the Clay County Council, for first reading this 1st of February, 2010.
Presented to the Clay County Council for second reading, and passed this 1st day of March, 2010.
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Member of the Clay County Council

Attest:


Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/



Clay County Auditor

A motion to approve was made by Steve Withers, and seconded by Brian Wyndham.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF AMENDED SALARY ORDINANCE 4-2010

The following was read in its entirety:

ORDINANCE 05-2010
AMENDED SALARY ORDINANCE

An ordinance setting compensation for certain County Employees for the fiscal year 2010. Effective January 1, 2010.
Be it ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana as follows:
CLAY COUNTY COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS



Case Manager




$     500.00 Bonus



CSR Coordinator



$     500.00 Bonus

Presented to the Clay County Council, for first reading this 1st of March, 2010,

,and denied on this 1st day of March, 2010.
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Members of the Clay County Council

ATTEST:


Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/



Clay County Auditor                   

Circuit Court Judge Joe Trout appeared before the Council.  Judge Trout is also the Vice-Chairman of the Community Corrections Board.  The Judge informed the Council that he is very pleased with the Community Corrections, and the work that is being done, as well as managing the COPE program, and the new drug screen program to aid addiction recovery.  Day reporting has also bee expanded to give participants motivation to improve their conduct, and ato become productive citizens.  Also expanded is the electronic home detention to avoid incarceration, and the client pays all expenses.  For this reason, the judge felt that the requested bonus would be justified.

Brian Wyndham asked where their fund came from, and Judge Trout responded that income comes from clients, and grants, and is not tax money.
Larry Moss asked if the proposed bonuses were based on measurable activity, and Judge Trout responded that they were based on the  added services performed by the employees.

Delores Johnson asked if this proposed bonus was a one time request, to which the Judge responded, yes.

Mike McCullough stated that he had no doubt that the employees were doing a good job, but salaries were frozen.  Timing and moral are the problem.

Rita Rothrock pointed out that many offices collect fees without any expectation of a bonus for doing their job.

Rita Rothrock made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by Chip Hoskins.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

A motion to deny Ordinance 4-2010 was made by Steve Withers, and seconded by Dolores Johnson.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
Steve Withers thanked all of those who sent cards and wishes for a speedy recovery from his recent knee replacement surgery.

Commissioner Paul Sinders reminded the Council of the upcoming Commissioners Certificate Sale of delinquent property on April 7, 2010, and asked the members to encourage people to attend the sale.

Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh requested that the Council take formal action to disband the Park & Recreation Board.  There was no budget approved for 2010, and apparently steps have been taken to put the control of the parks into other hands.  Unfortunately, the park board did not make arrangements to have the utilities disconnected.  This left the Auditor with the responsibility of taking care of that problem, plus the added issue of the final bills for utility charges after December 31, 2009.

Paul Sinders stated that he would contact Attorney Eric Somheil to prepare an ordinance to disband the Park & Recreation Board, as well as get information to the Auditor regarding the control of the parks.

There being no other business, Steve Withers made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Rita Rothrock. Motion carried 7 ayes.








Members of the Clay County Council

Attest:

Clay County Auditor
