STATE OF INDIANA)

                            SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY )

Council President Michael McCullough called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council Monday, March 3, 2008, 6:00 P.M.  Council members present were Larry Moss, Mike McCullough, Warren Stevenson, Rita Rothrock, Steve Withers, Dolores Johnson and Mark Dierdorf.  Michael McCullough led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and Larry Moss opened the meeting with prayer.  County Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

President Mike McCullough recognized a Joey Dierdorf who introduced himself, and shared with the Council that he is working for his 1st Class Rank in the Boy Scouts of America.

A motion to approve the February 4, 2008 minutes was made by Warren Stevenson, and seconded by Dolores Johnson.   Motion carried 7 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION
COUNTY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Whereas, It has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:

Sec.1.
Be It Ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated out of the funds names and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

Aye
   Nay

GENERAL 


Sheriff



Copier Lease


             $ 8,000.00

     7          


FAMILY & CHILDREN


Child Welfare Service



$18,443.00

      7         


Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 3rd day of March, 2008. 

AYE

NAY

Michael D. McCullough /s/










DoloresJohnson /s/











Steven J Withers /s/











Warren E Stevenson /s/











Larry Moss /s/













Mark L Dierdorf /s/












Rita E Rothrock /s/










Members of the Clay County Council                                                                                                                                                             

ATTEST:

Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/



Clay County Auditor    
Sheriff Heaton explained to the Council that his additional was to cover copier lease expense from 2007, which had not been paid due to a misunderstanding in the billing.  He is presently working with the Commissioner’s Attorney to get the existing leases up to date.
A motion to approve was made by Larry Moss, and seconded by Dolores Johnson.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

Family & Children Director Heidi Wheeler appeared before the Council with a request to appropriate money furnished by the State for Regional Child Welfare Services Allotment.  The money has already been received by the County.
A motion to approve was made by Warren Stevenson, and seconded by Rita Rothrock.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF AMENDMENTS TO SALARY ORDINANCE

The following ordinance was read in its entirety:

ORDINANCE 06-2008
AMENDED SALARY ORDINANCE

An ordinance setting compensation for certain County Employees for the calendar year 2008.

Be it ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana as follows:
GENERAL



Assistant Custodian



$73.35 per day









Part Time/No Benefits

To be retroactive to January 1, 2008.  Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 3rd of March, 2008

Michael D McCullough /s/




Dolores Johnson /s/





Steven J Withers /s/


 

Warren E Stevenson /s/

 


Larry Moss /s/





Mark L Dierdorf /s/





Rita E Rothrock /s/



Members of the Clay County Council

ATTEST:


Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/


Clay County Auditor                   

A motion to suspend the rules and pass on first reading was made by Larry Moss and seconded by Rita Rothrock.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

A motion to approve was made by Steven Withers, and seconded by Rita Rothrock.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

The following ordinance was read in its entirety:

ORDINANCE 11-2008
AMENDED SALARY ORDINANCE

An ordinance setting compensation for certain County Employees for the fiscal year 

2008.
Be it ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana as follows:
CLAY COUNTY COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS



Home Detention Officer



$26,900.00   Annual



Community Service Coordinator 

$27,010.00   Annual




Executive Director



$45,880.00
Annual



Grant Administration



$  3,600.00
Annual



Road Crew Supervisor



$       14.23
Hourly

Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 3rd of March, 2008.

Michael D McCullough /s/



DoloresJohnson /s/




Steven J Withers /s/

 

Warren E Stevenson /s/
 


Larry Moss /s/




Mark L Dierdorf /s/

   


Rita E Rothrock /s/

                                                                     

Members of the Clay County Council

ATTEST:


Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/

Clay County Auditor                   

A motion to suspend the rules and pass on first reading was made by Rita Rothrock, and seconded by Warren Stevenson. Motion carried 7 ayes.

A motion to approve was made by Steven Withers, and seconded by Dolores Johnson.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF AMENDMENT TO PERSONNEL HANDBOOK

The following ordinance was read in its entirety:

ORDINANCE 10-2008

CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF COUNCIL

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE 22-2007

PERSONNEL POLICIES HANDBOOK AMENDMENT

WHEREAS the County of Clay, Indiana is an Equal Opportunity Employer, and

WHEREAS it is the intent of Clay County, Indiana to comply with applicable Federal and State of Indiana employment laws and regulations, and

WHEREAS the County of Clay, Indiana provides Clay County employees with information about established terms and conditions of employment and employee benefits.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED AND ESTABLISHED BY THE CLAY COUNTY COUNCIL, THAT:

The following be amended from the Clay County Personnel Policy Handbook:  

Page 29, article 4.11 WORKER’S COMPENSATION, the last paragraph be deleted.

Worker’s compensation leave is considered as Family and Medical leave (FMLA) leave beginning with the first day of leave.  All FMLA leave time used counts against the employees’ twelve (12) week FMLA entitlement.

Page 20, article 4.1 VACATION, the last sentence be amended to read.

For example, an employee hired on November 1 will be eligible for one week vacation on November 1, of the following year and on January 1 for each subsequent year. 

Add the following paragraph.

When an employee becomes eligible for an additional week of vacation (as per vacation earning schedule in the Personnel Policy Handbook) the employee does not receive the additional week until they reach their anniversary hire date.  However, any employee who was, or is, hired in the Month of December will qualify for the additional week on December 1st, instead of their actual anniversary hire date.  All vacation days must be used by December 31st, regardless of when it is earned.

The above amendments of the Clay County Personnel Policies Handbook are hereby adopted this 3rd day of March, 2008; and shall be in full force on January 1, 2008; and shall supersede and repeal all existing oral or written personnel policies and procedures.

CLAY COUNTY COUNCIL

CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA


Michael D McCullough /s/


Dolores Johnson /s/


Michael McCullough, President


Dolores Johnson


Warren E Stevenson /s/



Rita Rothrock /s/


Warren Stevenson




Rita Rothrock


Larry Moss /s/




Steven Withers /s/


Larry Moss





Steven Withers


Mark L Dierdorf /s/


Mark L Dierdorf
ATTEST:


Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/


Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Auditor
A motion to suspend the rules and pass on first reading was made by Larry Moss, and seconded by Steven Withers.  Motion carried 7 ayes.
A motion to approve was made by Mark Dierdorf, and seconded by Rita Rothrock.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF SHERIFF BUSINESS

Sheriff Mike Heaton appeared before the Council to inform them of a possible grant through the School System to hire a full time deputy for security at the Clay County Schools.  The grant is proposed for $75,000.00 per year for four years.  Sheriff Heaton questioned the Council about their willingness to approve hiring an additional deputy to staff this position.  The Grant deadline is March 14, 2008.

Mike McCullough said he felt it was a good thing to protect our students. The County may need to look into an officer for Courthouse security in the future.

The general consensus of the Council was one of approval.

The sheriff then expressed his concern over the funding of the Sheriff Pension.  There is no longer an incentive for the officers to stay beyond 20 years due to limited funding.  McCready and Keene is putting together figures to improve the plan. 

The sheriff also informed the Council that he would like to request an additional next month to purchase a used van to transport prisoners.  The cost would come from the misdemeanor housing fund, which has a balance in excess of $33,000.00.  

IN THE MATTER OF ABC BOARD APPOINTMENT

Due to recent appointment, Guy Dickerson, taking a position on the Clay City Council, he is no longer eligible to serve on the ABC Board.

Mike McCullough has contacted James Mayrose, Democrat, who has consented to serve.

A motion to approve James Mayrose was made by Larry Moss, and seconded by Rita rothrock.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF IVC REQUEST FOR ABATEMENT

Ken Wright, CFO of IVC, and Attorney Lou Britton appeared before the Council with the following resolutions, for abatement for both real and personal property.

RESOLUTION NO. 2008 – 2 
A Resolution of the County Council of

Clay County, Indiana, Designating an Area Within

Clay County, Indiana as an Economic Revitalization Area

for the Purpose of a Ten Year Real Property Tax Abatement


WHEREAS, a Petition for ten year real property tax abatement has been filed with the County Council of Clay County, Indiana (hereinafter “County Council”) requesting that the property described therein be designated an Economic Revitalization Area for purposes of real property tax abatement; and


WHEREAS, I.V.C. Industrial Coatings, Inc., (hereinafter the "petitioner,") has submitted a Statement of Benefits and provided all information and documentation necessary for the County Council to make an informed decision, said information including a description of the real property which is more particularly described in Exhibit A.


WHEREAS, petitioner has represented and presented evidence that in connection with this Project it currently has an existing     0    full-time jobs with an annual payroll of $----------.  Completion of this project will permit petitioner to maintain the existing full-time jobs and will create approximately    40    new permanent full-time jobs with a total annual payroll of approximately $1,600,000.00.  Petitioner has further represented and presented evidence that the cost of this project will be approximately $1,000,000.00 for real property improvements and approximately $2,000,000.00 million for new equipment (the "manufacturing equipment").

WHEREAS, the County Council is authorized under the provisions of I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-1 et. seq. to designate areas of the County as economic revitalization areas for the purpose of tax abatement; and


WHEREAS, the County Council has considered the petition and Statement of Benefits and has conducted a complete and proper investigation of the subject property and neighborhood to determine that the area qualifies as an economic revitalization area under Indiana statutes; and


WHEREAS, the County Council has found the subject property to be an area where facilities that are technologically, economically, or energy obsolete are located and where the

obsolescence may lead to a decline in employment and tax revenues and has become undesirable for or impossible of normal development and occupancy because of a lack of development, cessation of growth, deterioration of improvements, character of occupancy, age, obsolescence, substandard buildings and other factors which prevent normal development or use;


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS FOUND, DETERMINED AND RESOLVED by the County  Council of Clay County, Indiana, that:


1.
The petitioner's estimate of the value of the redevelopment and rehabilitation and the project to be constructed on the subject real property is reasonable for projects of that nature in order to maintain, expand, update and improve opportunities and Clay County for manufacturing.


2.
The petitioner's estimate of the number of individuals who will be employed and retained, and the benefit thereby, can reasonably be expected to result from the project and the redevelopment and rehabilitation.


3.
The petitioner's estimate of the annual salaries or wages of the individuals who will be employed and retained, and the benefit thereby, can reasonably be expected to result from the project and the redevelopment and rehabilitation.


4.
That the other benefits about which information has been requested can be expected to result from the project and the redevelopment and rehabilitation.


5.
The totality of the benefits of the proposed redevelopment and rehabilitation can reasonably be expected to result from the project and are sufficient to justify a ten year real property tax deduction from assessed valuation under Indiana statutes, and each such deduction should be, and they are hereby, allowed.


6.
That the petition for designating the subject property as an economic revitalization area for the purposes of ten year real property tax abatement and the Statement of Benefits copies of which were submitted with the petitions are hereby approved and the Real Estate described hereinabove is hereby designated as an Economic Revitalization Area pursuant to I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-1 et. seq., and petitioner is entitled to the ten year real property tax abatement provided therein for the proposed redevelopment and rehabilitation.


7.
That notice hereof should be published according to law stating the adoption and substance hereof, that a copy of the description of the affected area is available  for inspection in the County Assessor's Office and stating a date on which the County Council will hear and receive remonstrances and objections and take final action, all as required by law.


8.
That this Resolution is supplementary to and in addition to any prior resolutions.


9.
That this abatement is subject to the terms and provisions of the Abatement Calculation Agreement entered by and between Clay County and Petitioner pursuant to Indiana Code Section 6-1.1-12.1-2(i).
Passed in Open Council this 3rd day of March, 2008.

CLAY COUNTY COUNCIL

   /s/ Michael D. McCullough



   /s/ Rita E. Rothrock




Michael D. McCullough, President


Rita E. Rothrock 
   /s/ Dolores Johnson




   /s/ Larry J. Moss




Dolores Johnson




Larry J. Moss
   /s/ Steven J. Withers




   /s/ Warren E. Stevenson



Steven J. Withers 




Warren E. Stevenson
   /s/ Mark L. Dierdorf






Mark L. Dierdorf




A motion to approve was made by Larry Moss and seconded by Steve Withers.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

RESOLUTION NO. 2008 – 3 
A Resolution of the County Council of

Clay County, Indiana, Designating an Area Within

Clay County, Indiana as an Economic Revitalization Area

for the Purpose of a Personal Property Tax Abatement


WHEREAS, A Petition for a personal property tax abatement has been filed with the County Council of Clay County, Indiana (hereinafter “County Council”) requesting that the property described therein be designated an Economic Revitalization Area for purposes of personal property tax abatement; and


WHEREAS, I.V.C. Industrial Coatings, Inc. (hereinafter the "petitioner") has submitted a Statement of Benefits and provided all information and documentation necessary for the County Council to make an informed decision, said information including a description of the real property which is more particularly described in Exhibit A.


WHEREAS, petitioner has represented and presented evidence that in connection with this Project it currently has an existing     0    full-time jobs with an annual payroll of $--------.  Completion of this project will permit petitioner to maintain the existing full-time jobs and will create approximately    40    new permanent full-time jobs with a total annual payroll of approximately $1,600,000.00.  Petitioner has further represented and presented evidence that the cost of this project will be approximately $1,000,000.00 for real property improvements and approximately $2,000,000.00 million for new equipment (the "manufacturing equipment").

WHEREAS, the County Council is authorized under the provisions of I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-1, et seq. to designate areas of the County as economic revitalization areas for the purpose of tax abatement; and


WHEREAS, the County Council has considered the Statement of Benefits and has conducted a complete and proper investigation of the subject property and neighborhood to determine that the area qualifies as an economic revitalization area under Indiana statutes; and


WHEREAS, the County Council has found the subject property to be an area where facilities that are technologically, economically or energy obsolete, are located and where the obsolescence may lead to a decline in employment and tax revenues and has become undesirable for or impossible of normal development and occupancy because of a lack of development, cessation of growth, deterioration of improvements, character of occupancy, age, obsolescence, substandard buildings and other factors, which prevent normal development or use;


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS FOUND, DETERMINED AND RESOLVED by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that:


l. 
The petitioner's estimate of the cost of new manufacturing equipment is reasonable for manufacturing equipment of that type in view of current technologies.


2.  
The petitioner's estimate of the number of individuals who will be employed and retained, and the benefits thereby, can reasonably be expected to result from the project and installation of new manufacturing equipment.


3.  
The petitioner's estimate of the annual salaries or wages of the individuals who will be employed and retained, and the benefit thereby, can reasonably be expected to result from the project and the installation of the new manufacturing equipment.


4.  
That the benefits about which information has been requested can reasonably be expected to result from the installation of the new manufacturing equipment.


5.  
The totality of the benefits of the proposed project and installation of the new manufacturing equipment can reasonably be expected to result from the project and are sufficient to justify a seven (7) year personal property tax deduction from assessed valuation under Indiana statutes, and each such deduction should be, and they are hereby, allowed.


6.  
That the Statement of Benefits submitted to the County Council is hereby approved and the Real Estate described in Exhibit A is hereby designated as an Economic Revitalization Area pursuant to I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-1, et seq. and petitioner is entitled to a seven (7) year personal property tax abatement as provided therein for the proposed acquisition of the new manufacturing equipment.


7.  
That notice hereof should be published according to law stating the adoption and substance hereof, that a copy of the description of the affected area is available for inspection in the County Assessor's Office and stating a date on which the Council will hear and receive remonstrances and objections and take final action regarding this designation, all as required by law.


8.  
That this Resolution is supplementary to and in addition to any prior resolutions.


9.
That this abatement is subject to the terms and provisions of the Abatement Calculation Agreement entered by and between Clay County and Petitioner pursuant to Indiana Code Section 6-1.1-12.1-2(i).

Passed in Open Council this 3rd day of March, 2008.

CLAY COUNTY COUNCIL
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A motion to approve was made by Rita Rothrock, and seconded by Larry Moss.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

Attorney Britton will take care of the necessary advertisement, and the matter will come before the Council on April 7, 2008, for final confirmation.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn was made by Larry Moss, seconded by Rita Rothrock.  Motion carried 6 ayes.

Clay County Council

ATTEST:

Clay County Auditor
