STATE OF INDIANA)

                            SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY )

Council President Michael McCullough called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council Tuesday September 2, 2008, at 5:00 P.M.  Council members present were Mike McCullough, Warren Stevenson, Rita Rothrock, Steve Withers, Dolores Johnson, Larry Moss, and Mark Dierdorf.  Michael McCullough led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and Larry Moss opened the meeting with prayer.  County Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

A motion to approve the August 4, 2008 minutes was made by Rita Rothrock, and seconded by Dolores Johnson.  Motion carried 7 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION
The following request for additional appropriation was read in full by Michael McCullough.

COUNTY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Whereas, It has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:

Sec.1.
Be It Ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated out of the funds names and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

Aye
   Nay

COUNTY GENERAL

Van Buren Township


Personal Services





Level II Assessor
 

$     500.00
     7       


Sheriff



Other Services & Charges




Gas, Oil, & Lube


$30,000.00
     7       

JAIL CAGIT

Other Services & Charges



Bond Payment



$  1,000.00
     7
   

SURVEYOR’S CORNERSTONE

Other Services & Charges   


Computer Software



$  2,000.00
     7
  

Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 2nd day of September, 2008. 

AYE

NAY


Michael D McCullough /s/











Dolores Johnson /s/











Steven J Withers /s/











Warren E Stevenson /s/










Larry Moss /s/












Mark L Dierdorf /s/












Rita E Rothrock /s/










Members of the Clay County Council                                                                                                                                                             

ATTEST:


Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/




Clay County Auditor    

A motion to approve $500.00 for Van Buren Township Level II Assessor was made by Warren Stevenson and seconded by Larry Moss. Motion carried 7 ayes.
Larry Moss made a motion to approve $30,000.00 for Sheriff’s Gas, Oil, & Lube. Motion was seconded by Mark Dierdorf. Motion carried 7 ayes.

A motion was made by Warren Stevenson to approve $1,000.00 for the Jail Cagit Bond Payment, seconded by Rira Rothrock. Motion carried 7 ayes.

Surveyor John Keller explained to Council that the computer software he is requesting fund for is for ditches, locating cornerstones, and mapping to develop a true representation of the County. A motion to approve $2,000.00 for Surveyor’s Cornerstone Computer Software was made by Larry Moss, seconded by Rita Rothrock. Motion carried 7 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF VICTIM’S ADVOCATE GRANT 
Prosecutor Lee Reberger appeared before the Council to inform them he wanted to fill the Victim’s Advocate position. This is funded by a grant, is not a full time position, and has no benefits. Mr. Reberger proposed the following;  


$22,000.00 Salary



       616.00 IUC



    1,683.00 Matching FICA



$24,299.00 Total out of Grant funds

A motion to approve the Prosecutor’s request was made by Rita Rothrock, seconded by Dolores Johnson. Motion carried 7 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF THE ABATEMENT FOR PDF
Attorney Lou Britton appeared to ask for final action on Resolution 7-2008, Tax Abatement for PDF. The first reading of the Abatement request was at the August 4, 2008 meeting.  Larry Moss made a motion to approve the PDF Abatement, seconded by Steve Withers. Motion carried 7 ayes. 
IN THE MATTER OF BRICKCRAFT PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENT

The Brickcraft Personal Property Tax Abatement Form CF-1 was inadvertently left out of the rest of the Abatements at the July meeting, and was brought to the Council’s attention. A motion to approve The Brickcraft Personal Property Tax Abatement was made by Larry Moss and seconded by Warren Stevenson. Motion carried 7 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF POLAND PARK IMPROVEMENTS
Scott Teiken, Poland Park Caretaker, told the Council that the playground equipment at Poland need updated. He said the Park Board suggested he approach the County Council. Mr. Teiken said he had a quote for $43,000.00 for basic equipment, not including removal of old equipment. He would like the Council to make a commitment to help with at least half of the cost; they would then have funds to help in acquiring grants. The local Lions Club is prepared to make a commitment to maintain the park. 
Councilman Larry Moss said he applauds the Lion Club and the community for working to improve the Poland Park, but the County is not in any position to furnish funds for such a project. Each Community is furnished with a great space, but the fund to develop must come from the Community.

Council President Michael McCullough said that any funds Council would make available would be through the Park & Recreation fund.

IN THE MATTER OF RESOLUTION 6-2008 IMPOSING A FEE FOR PROPERTIES RECEIVING A TAX ABATEMENT

Attorney Lou Britton, representing Clay County Redevelopment Commission, asked the Council to consider Resolution 6-2008 which imposes a fee for property owners receiving a tax abatement. He said this would apply to both Real property and Personal property. He further stated that the City of Brazil has already passed this fee, and that all of the money collected would go the Redevelopment Commission. 
Councilman Larry Moss and Clay County Redevelopment Commission member Brian Wyndham said they thought it was a good idea.
First reading was done on August 4, 2008, and was read as follows;
RESOLUTION 6- 2008

A Resolution of the 

County Council of Clay County, Indiana, 

Imposing a Fee 

to Property Owners Receiving a Real or Personal Property Tax Deduction 

under I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-3, 4.5, or 4.8

WHEREAS, under the provisions of I.C 6-1.1-12.1-14 the County Council of Clay County, Indiana is empowered to impose a fee on property owners for deductions obtained under I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-3, 4.5, or 4.8; and


WHEREAS, the imposition of this fee would be beneficial to Clay County, Indiana and still provide the property owner with a deduction; and


WHEREAS, the Clay County Redevelopment Commission has adopted a Resolution recommending the adoption of such a fee;


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS FOUND, DETERMINED AND RESOLVED by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that:


1.
The County Council of Clay County, Indiana in accord with the provisions of I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-14 hereby adopts an Abatement Fee for all property owners who receive an abatement pursuant to the provisions of I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-3, 4.5, or 4.8 as provided below.


2.
During each year in which a property owner's property tax liability is reduced by a deduction applied under I.C. 6-1.1-12.1, the property owner shall pay to the county treasurer a fee (the “Abatement Fee”) in an amount determined by the county auditor. The county auditor shall determine the amount of the fee to be paid by the property owner according to the following formula:


STEP ONE: Determine the additional amount of property taxes that would have been paid by the property owner during the year if the deduction had not been in effect.

STEP TWO: Multiply the amount determined under STEP ONE by 5%.

STEP THREE: Determine the lesser of the STEP TWO product or one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000).


3.
Any property owner seeking an abatement pursuant to I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-3, 4.5, or 4.8 shall execute a consent to the Abatement Fee and acknowledgement that if the County Council of Clay County, Indiana determines that a property owner has not paid an Abatement Fee in accord with this Resolution the County Council may adopt a resolution terminating the property owner's deduction under I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-3, 4.5, or 4.8.  If the County Council adopts such a resolution, the deduction shall not apply to the next installment of property taxes owed by the property owner or to any subsequent installment of property taxes.

4.
The County Auditor and the County Treasurer are hereby notified that all Abatement Fees collected are to be distributed to the Clay County Redevelopment Commission until further notice from the County Council.  



5.
The imposition of the Abatement Fee is in addition to and separate and apart from the abatement application filing fee imposed by the County Council.

Passed in Open Council this _2nd_ day of ___September____, 2008.

CLAY COUNTY COUNCIL

Michael D McCullough /s/


Rita E Rothrock /s/




Michael D McCullough


Rita E Rothrock

Larry Moss /s/



Dolores Johnson /s/



Larry Moss




Dolores Johnson

Mark Dierdorf /s/



Steven J Withers /s/



Mark Dierdorf



Steven J Withers

Warren E Stevenson


Warren E Stevenson

Attest:

Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/



Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Clay County Auditor

A motion to approve Resolution 6-2008 was made by Larry Moss and seconded by Mark Dierdorf. Motion carried 7 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
There being no other business, Steve Withers made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mark Dierdorf. Motion carried 7 ayes.








Members of the Clay County Council

Attest:

Clay County Auditor


