STATE OF INDIANA)

                            SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY )

Clay County Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council Monday, January 2, 2007, 6:00 P.M.  Council members present were Larry Moss, Mike McCullough, Warren Stevenson, Rita Rothrock, Steve Withers, and Dolores Johnson.  Mark Dierdorf was absent.  Mrs. Alumbaugh led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and Mr. McCullough led the meeting in prayer.  County Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

Auditor Alumbaugh called for nominations for Council President.  Larry Moss nominated Mike McCullough, seconded by Rita Rothrock.   Larry Moss made a motion to close the nominations, seconded by Steve Withers.  Motion carried 6 ayes.
Councilman McCullough assumed control of the meeting at that time, and called for nominations for Vice-President.  Larry Moss nominated Warrend Stevenson, seconded by Steve Withers.  Dolores Johnson nominated Rita Rothrock.  There was no second to this nomination.  A motion to close the nominations was made by Larry Moss and seconded by Dolores Johnson.  Motion carried 5 ayes.  Warren Stevenson will be the Vice-President.

IN THE MATTER OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
No minutes from the December 4, 2006 meeting had been provided to the Council members, so they will approve them at the February 5, 2007, meeting.
IN THE MATTER OF ABC APPOINTMENT
Larry Moss made a motion to appoint Guy Dickerson to the Alcoholic Beverage Board.  Motion seconded by Warren Stevenson.  Motion carried 5 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF TAX ABATEMENT FOR PIKE LUMBER

Scott Craig, Attorney, and Jim Steen from Pike Lumber appeared before the Council regarding the request for real and personal property tax abatement for improvements at Pike Lumber in Van Buren Township.  The public hearing phase of the process was opened, and there was no public comment.  The following was read in it’s entirety
RESOLUTION NO. 7 -2006

A Resolution of the County Council of

Clay County, Indiana, Designating an Area

Within Clay County as an Economic Revitalization Area

For the Purpose of Five Year

Personal Property Tax Abatement

WHEREAS, a Statement of Benefits for five year personal property tax abatement has been filed with the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, requesting that the property described therein be designated as Economic Revitalization Area for purposes of personal property tax abatement; and


WHEREAS, Pike Lumber Company, Inc., the “petitioner,” has submitted a Statement of Benefits and provided all information and documentation necessary for the County Council to make an informed decision, said information including a description of the real property which is more particularly described in Exhibit A; and


WHEREAS, petitioner has represented and presented evidence that the projects will permit it to maintain    45    existing permanent full-time jobs with an annual payroll of $1,900,000.00 (approximately) and will create   2    new permanent full-time jobs with a total payroll of $73,000.00 (approximately) and that the cost of the project will be $423,000.00 for real property improvements and $950,486.00 (approximately) for new equipment (the “manufacturing equipment”); and


WHEREAS, the County Council is authorized under the provisions of I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-1 et. seq. to designate areas of the County as economic revitalization areas for the purpose of tax abatement; and


WHEREAS, the County Council has considered the petition and Statement of Benefits and has conducted a complete and proper investigation of the subject property and neighborhood to determine that the area qualifies as an economic revitalization area under Indiana statutes; and


WHEREAS, the County Council has found the subject property to be an area where facilities that are technologically, economically, or energy obsolete are located and where the obsolescence may lead to a decline in employment and tax revenues and has become undesirable for or impossible of normal development and occupancy because of a lack of development cessation of growth, deterioration of improvements, character of occupancy, age, obsolescence substandard buildings and other factors which prevent normal development or use;


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS FOUND, DETERMINED AND RESOLVED by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that:


1.
The petitioner’s estimate of the cost of new manufacturing equipment is reasonable for manufacturing equipment of that type in view of current technologies.


2.
The petitioner’s estimate of the number of individuals who will be employed and retained, and the benefit thereby, can reasonably be expected to result from the project and installation of new manufacturing equipment


3.
The petitioner’s estimate of the annual salaries or wages of the individuals who will be employed and retained, and the benefit thereby, can reasonably be expected to result from the project and the installation of the new manufacturing equipment.


4.
That the other benefits, about which information has been requested, can reasonably be expected to result from the project and the installation of the new manufacturing equipment.


5.
The totality of the benefits of the proposed project and installation of the new manufacturing equipment can reasonably be expected to result from the project and are sufficient to justify a five year personal property tax deduction from assessed valuation under Indiana statutes, and each such deduction should be, and they are hereby, allowed.


6.
That the Statement of Benefits, copies of which were submitted to the Council, is hereby approved and the Real Estate described hereinabove is hereby designated as an Economic Revitalization Area pursuant to I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-1 et. seq., and petitioner is entitled to the five year personal property tax abatement as provided therein for the proposed acquisition of the new manufacturing equipment.


7.
That notice hereof should be published according to law stating the adoption and substance hereof, that a copy of the description of the affected area is available for inspection in the County Assessor’s Office and stating a date on which the Council will hear and received remonstrance’s and objections and take final action, all as required by law.


8.
That this Resolution is supplementary to and in addition to any prior resolution.
Passed in Open Council this 
2
 day of 
January

, 2007.


Michael D McCullough /s/



Steven Withers /s/




Warren Stevenson /s/




Larry Moss /s/





Dolores Johnson /s/




Rita E Rothrock /s/


Clay County Council

ATTEST:


Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/



Clay County Auditor

A motion to approve Resolution 7-2006 made by Rita Rothrock, seconded by Steve Withers.  Motion carried 6 ayes.

RESOLUTION NO. 8 -2006

A Resolution of the County Council of 

Clay County, Indiana, Designating an Area Within

 the County as an Economic Revitalization Area for the Purpose

 of Ten Year Real Property Tax Abatement


WHEREAS, a Statement of Benefits for ten year real property tax abatement has been filed with the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, requesting that the property described therein be designated as Economic Revitalization Area for purposes of real property tax abatement; and


WHEREAS, Pike Lumber Company, Inc., the “petitioner,” has submitted a Statement of Benefits and provided all information and documentation necessary for the County Council to make an informed decision, said information including a description of the real property which is more particularly described in Exhibit A; and


WHEREAS, petitioner has represented and presented evidence that the projects will permit it to maintain      45    existing permanent full-time jobs with an annual payroll of $1,900,000.00 (approximately) and will create     2    new permanent full-time jobs with a total payroll of $73,000.00 (approximately) and that the cost of the project will be $423,000.00 for real property improvements and $950,486.00 (approximately) for new equipment (the “manufacturing equipment”); and


WHEREAS, the County Council is authorized under the provisions of I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-1 et. seq. to designate areas of the County as economic revitalization areas for the purpose of tax abatement; and


WHEREAS, the County Council has considered the petition and Statement of Benefits and has conducted a complete and proper investigation of the subject property and neighborhood to determine that the area qualifies as an economic revitalization area under Indiana statutes; and


WHEREAS, the County Council has found the subject property to be an area where facilities that are technologically, economically, or energy obsolete are located and where the obsolescence may lead to a decline in employment and tax revenues and has become undesirable for or impossible of normal development and occupancy because of a lack of development cessation of growth, deterioration of improvements, character of occupancy, age, obsolescence substandard buildings and other factors which prevent normal development or use;


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS FOUND, DETERMINED AND RESOLVED by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that:


1.
The petitioner’s estimate of the value of the redevelopment and rehabilitation and the project to be constructed on the subject real property is reasonable for projects of that nature in order to maintain, expand, update and improve opportunities and capacity for manufacturing.


2.
The petitioner’s estimate of the number of individuals who will be employed and retained, and the benefit thereby, can reasonably be expected to result from the project and the redevelopment and rehabilitation.

3.
The petitioner’s estimate of the annual salaries or wages of the individuals who will be employed and retained, and the benefit thereby, can reasonably be expected to result from the project and the redevelopment and rehabilitation.

4.
That the other benefits, about which information has been requested can be expected to result from the project and the redevelopment and rehabilitation.

5.
The totality of the benefits of the proposed redevelopment and rehabilitation can reasonably be expected to result from the project and are sufficient to justify a ten year real property tax deduction from assessed valuation under Indiana statutes, and each such deduction should be, and they are hereby, allowed.

6.
That the Statement of Benefits, copies of which were submitted to the Council, is hereby approved and the Real Estate described hereinabove is hereby designated as an Economic Revitalization Area pursuant to I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-1 et. Seq., and petitioner is entitled to the ten year real property tax abatement provided therein for the proposed redevelopment and rehabilitation.

7.
That notice hereof should be published according to law stating the adoption and substance hereof, that a copy of the description of the affected area is available for inspection in the County Assessor’s Office and stating a date on which the Council will hear and receive remonstrance’s and objections and take final action, all as required by law.

8.
That this Resolution is supplementary and in addition to any prior resolution.
Passed in Open Council this 
2
 day of 

January

, 2007.


Michael D McCullough /s/



Steven Withers /s/




Warren Stevenson /s/




Larry Moss /s/





Dolores Johnson /s/




Rita Rothrock /s/


Clay County Council
ATTEST:


Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/



Clay County Auditor

A motion to approve made by Larry Moss, seconded by Rita Rothrock.  Motion carried 6 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF TAX ABATEMENT REQUEST FROM KIHM TECHNOLOGIES

RESOLUTION NO. ___1___ -2007

A Resolution of the County Council of 

Clay County, Indiana, Designating an Area Within

 the County as an Economic Revitalization Area for the Purpose

 of Ten Year Real Property Tax Abatement


WHEREAS, a Statement of Benefits for ten year real property tax abatement has been filed with the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, requesting that the property described therein be designated as Economic Revitalization Area for purposes of real property tax abatement; and


WHEREAS, KIHM Realty, LLC, the “petitioner,” has submitted a Statement of Benefits and provided all information and documentation necessary for the County Council to make an informed decision, said information including a description of the real property which is more particularly described in Exhibit A; and


WHEREAS, petitioner has represented and presented evidence that the projects will permit it to maintain      3    existing permanent full-time jobs with an annual payroll of $240,000.00 (approximately) and will create    9    new permanent full-time jobs with a total payroll of $405,000.00  (approximately) and that the cost of the project will be $175,000.00 for real property improvements and $983,700.00 (approximately) for new equipment (the “manufacturing equipment”); and


WHEREAS, the County Council is authorized under the provisions of I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-1 et. seq. to designate areas of the County as economic revitalization areas for the purpose of tax abatement; and


WHEREAS, the County Council has considered the petition and Statement of Benefits and has conducted a complete and proper investigation of the subject property and neighborhood to determine that the area qualifies as an economic revitalization area under Indiana statutes; and


WHEREAS, the County Council has found the subject property to be an area where facilities that are technologically, economically, or energy obsolete are located and where the obsolescence may lead to a decline in employment and tax revenues and has become undesirable for or impossible of normal development and occupancy because of a lack of development cessation of growth, deterioration of improvements, character of occupancy, age, obsolescence substandard buildings and other factors which prevent normal development or use;


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS FOUND, DETERMINED AND RESOLVED by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that:


1.
The petitioner’s estimate of the value of the redevelopment and rehabilitation and the project to be constructed on the subject real property is reasonable for projects of that nature in order to maintain, expand, update and improve opportunities and capacity for manufacturing.


2.
The petitioner’s estimate of the number of individuals who will be employed and retained, and the benefit thereby, can reasonably be expected to result from the project and the redevelopment and rehabilitation.

3.
The petitioner’s estimate of the annual salaries or wages of the individuals who will be employed and retained, and the benefit thereby, can reasonably be expected to result from the project and the redevelopment and rehabilitation.

4.
That the other benefits, about which information has been requested can be expected to result from the project and the redevelopment and rehabilitation.

5.
The totality of the benefits of the proposed redevelopment and rehabilitation can reasonably be expected to result from the project and are sufficient to justify a ten year real property tax deduction from assessed valuation under Indiana statutes, and each such deduction should be, and they are hereby, allowed.

6.
That the Statement of Benefits, copies of which were submitted to the Council, is hereby approved and the Real Estate described hereinabove is hereby designated as an Economic Revitalization Area pursuant to I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-1 et. Seq., and petitioner is entitled to the ten year real property tax abatement provided therein for the proposed redevelopment and rehabilitation.

7.
That notice hereof should be published according to law stating the adoption and substance hereof, that a copy of the description of the affected area is available for inspection in the County Assessor’s Office and stating a date on which the Council will hear and receive remonstrance’s and objections and take final action, all as required by law.

8.
That this Resolution is supplementary and in addition to any prior resolution.
Passed in Open Council this 
2
 day of 
January

, 2007.
___Michael D McCullough /s/      _____



Steve Withers /s/




Warren Stevenson /s/

     


Larry Moss /s/






Dolores Johnson /s/

     


Rita E Rothrock /s/



ATTEST:

__Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/_____________

Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Clay County Auditor

A motion to approve made by Larry Moss, seconded by Rita Rothrock.  5 Ayes

RESOLUTION NO. ___2___ -2007

A Resolution of the County Council of

Clay County, Indiana, Designating an Area

Within Clay County as an Economic Revitalization Area

For the Purpose of Five Year

Personal Property Tax Abatement

WHEREAS, a Statement of Benefits for five year personal property tax abatement has been filed with the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, requesting that the property described therein be designated as Economic Revitalization Area for purposes of personal property tax abatement; and


WHEREAS, KIHM Metal Technologies, Inc., the “petitioner,” has submitted a Statement of Benefits and provided all information and documentation necessary for the County Council to make an informed decision, said information including a description of the real property which is more particularly described in Exhibit A; and


WHEREAS, petitioner has represented and presented evidence that the projects will permit it to maintain      3    existing permanent full-time jobs with an annual payroll of $240,000.00 (approximately) and will create    9    new permanent full-time jobs with a total payroll of $405,000.00  (approximately) and that the cost of the project will be $175,000.00 for real property improvements and $983,700.00 (approximately) for new equipment (the “manufacturing equipment”); and


WHEREAS, the County Council is authorized under the provisions of I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-1 et. seq. to designate areas of the County as economic revitalization areas for the purpose of tax abatement; and


WHEREAS, the County Council has considered the petition and Statement of Benefits and has conducted a complete and proper investigation of the subject property and neighborhood to determine that the area qualifies as an economic revitalization area under Indiana statutes; and


WHEREAS, the County Council has found the subject property to be an area where facilities that are technologically, economically, or energy obsolete are located and where the obsolescence may lead to a decline in employment and tax revenues and has become undesirable for or impossible of normal development and occupancy because of a lack of development cessation of growth, deterioration of improvements, character of occupancy, age, obsolescence substandard buildings and other factors which prevent normal development or use;


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS FOUND, DETERMINED AND RESOLVED by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that:


1.
The petitioner’s estimate of the cost of new manufacturing equipment is reasonable for manufacturing equipment of that type in view of current technologies.


2.
The petitioner’s estimate of the number of individuals who will be employed and retained, and the benefit thereby, can reasonably be expected to result from the project and installation of new manufacturing equipment


3.
The petitioner’s estimate of the annual salaries or wages of the individuals who will be employed and retained, and the benefit thereby, can reasonably be expected to result from the project and the installation of the new manufacturing equipment.


4.
That the other benefits, about which information has been requested, can reasonably be expected to result from the project and the installation of the new manufacturing equipment.


5.
The totality of the benefits of the proposed project and installation of the new manufacturing equipment can reasonably be expected to result from the project and are sufficient to justify a five year personal property tax deduction from assessed valuation under Indiana statutes, and each such deduction should be, and they are hereby, allowed.


6.
That the Statement of Benefits, copies of which were submitted to the Council, is hereby approved and the Real Estate described hereinabove is hereby designated as an Economic Revitalization Area pursuant to I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-1 et. seq., and petitioner is entitled to the five year personal property tax abatement as provided therein for the proposed acquisition of the new manufacturing equipment.


7.
That notice hereof should be published according to law stating the adoption and substance hereof, that a copy of the description of the affected area is available for inspection in the County Assessor’s Office and stating a date on which the Council will hear and received remonstrance’s and objections and take final action, all as required by law.


8.
That this Resolution is supplementary to and in addition to any prior resolution.

Passed in Open Council this 2nd day of 
January

, 2007.


Michael D McCullough /s/



Steven Withers /s/




Warren Stevenson /s/




Larry Moss /s/




Dolores Johnson /s/




Rita E Rothrock /s/



ATTEST:


Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/


Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Clay County Auditor

Motion to approve made by Warren Stevenson, seconded by Larry Moss.  Motion carried 5 ayes.
These will now be advertised, and a public hearing will be set for February 5, 2007.  The Council will make a final decision after the public hearing.

IN THE MATTER OF AMENDED SALARY ORDINANCE

The following was read in it’s entirety:

ORDINANCE 02-2007
AMENDED SALARY ORDINANCE

An ordinance setting compensation for certain County Employees for the fiscal year 2007.

Be it ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana as follows:
GENERAL


Circuit Court



Guardian Ad Litem/CASA



$11,000.00
Annual

HIGHWAY


Administration




Mechanic





$       15.07
Hour

CLAY CITY LICENSE BRANCH








Clerical






$20,000.00
Annual





Part-Time Clerical




$          8.54   Hour

CLAY COUNTY CORRECTIONS



Home Detention Officer




$23,500.00   Annual



Community Service Coordinator 


$22,500.00   Annual



Work Release Corrections Officer


$27,500.00
Annual




Executive Director




$33,500.00
Annual

Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 2nd of January, 2007

Michael D McCullough /s/_


Larry J Moss /s/




Steven J Withers /s/
  
 

Dolores Johnson /s/
 
 


Warren E Stevenson /s/



Rita E Rothrock /s/

                                                                     

Members of the Clay County Council

ATTEST:


Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/

Clay County Auditor                   

A motion to suspend the rules of order and pass on first reading, made by Larry Moss, seconded by Rita Rothrock.  Motion carried 6 ayes.
A motion to pass Ordinance 2-2007, was made by Larry Moss, seconded by Rita Rothrock.  Motion  carried 6 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF SHERIFF HEATON
Sheriff Mike Heaton appeared before the Council with information concerning replacing a vehicle which does not run, with a used vehicle to be purchased with drug seizure funds.  The Council will be presented with the request for appropriation next month.  The only funds to be disbursed from General fund will be for insurance.

The Sheriff is applying for a grant to compliment the Victim’s Assistance grant already in place through the Prosecutor’s Office.  This should be approved possibly in May or June.
Larry Moss inquired about increasing the number of out of county prisoners, and sheriff Heaton responded that the jail population should be increasing very soon.

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY FINANCIAL STATUS
Council President Michael McCullough informed the Council that the Levy Appeal had been denied, and  the council did have Rainy Day Fund money, and will be receiving more in January.  The Council instructed the Auditor to prepare paperwork to move Rainy Day Money to General Fund in order to balance the 2007 Budget.

A motion to adjourn was made by Larry Moss, seconded by Rita Rothrock.  Motion carried 6 ayes.

Clay County Council

ATTEST:

Clay County Auditor
U:\USER\Leedyl\CLIENTS\tax abatement\Pike Lumber Co\documents\Resolution real property.doc
11/9/2006

lkl
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Harding moved to adjourn.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.










_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Clay County Council

ATTEST:

________________________________

Clay County Auditor

