STATE OF INDIANA)

                                 SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY  )

Clay County Council President Warren Stevenson called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council to order on Monday, August 1, 2005, in the Commissioners’ Court Room at the Clay County Indiana Courthouse at 6:00 P.M.  Council members present were Warren Stevenson, Mike McCullough, John Price, Mark Dierdorf, Larry Moss, and Rita Rothrock.  Mr. Les Harding was absent.  Mr. Stevenson led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and also led the meeting in prayer.  County Auditor Joseph M. Dierdorf made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Mr. Stevenson asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes from the July, 2005 meeting.  

Mrs. Rothrock moved to approve the minutes as presented.   Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE REDUCTION OF APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. Stevenson read the following in its entirety:

CLAY COUNTY REDUCTION OF APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Whereas, It has been determined that there is now surplus money appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:

Sec. 1. Be It Ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following surplus sums of money are hereby reduced out of the funds named and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:
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$ 39,700.00
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Auditor Dierdorf explained that this amount was included in the salary request last month, but the total included PERF, unemployment insurance, etcetera.  An additional appropriation request would be considered later to appropriate the funds to the proper categories.

Mrs. Rothrock moved to approve the reduction.  Mr. Mark Dierdorf seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.

IN THE MATTER OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. Stevenson read the following in its entirety:

CLAY COUNTY ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Whereas, It has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:

Sec.1.
Be It Ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated out of the funds names and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

GENERAL


Commissioners
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IUC




$    3,000.00

   






FICA




$  10,600.00







Health Insurance


$  20,400.00







PERF




$    5,700.00


 


HIGHWAY


Administration



Office Supplies



$    1,000.00







Maintenance & Repair



Hardware & Tools


$    5,000.00






Undistributed



Gas, Oil & Lube



$  75,000.00





CUMULATIVE CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT



Courthouse Maintenance

$  30,300.00
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County Commissioner Charlie Brown addressed the requests from the Highway Department.  He stated that the department was running out of supplies and needed the additional funding of $1,000.

The request for $5,000 dealt with the purchase of new trucks last year and that the department was working on setting up their own computer analysis equipment to lower the maintenance costs on their trucks.  The funding would provide the software and tools to conduct their own repairs.

The rising cost of fuels was the reason for the additional $75,000 request.

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to approve all three request from the highway.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.
Commissioner Brown stated that he had procured quotes to provide repairs to the Court House steps and sidewalks and also to re-paint the Court House windows.  He offered that the Commissioners felt that the steps were a potential liability and that the windows had not been painted in about twenty years.

Mrs. Rothrock moved to approve the requests from the Commissioners.  Mr. Mark Dierdorf seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE DATES FOR THE 2006 BUDGET
Mr. Joseph Dierdorf stated that the last date for the 2006 budget final approval would be September 20, 2005.  He suggested that the Council choose September 19, 2005 as the date for their final approval meeting.

Mr. Price moved to establish September 19, 2005 as the date for the Council’s final approval of the 2006 budget at 6:00 PM.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.
IN THE MATTER OF THE RECORDER’S REDACTION FUND
County Recorder Angela Modesitt appeared to inform the Council about a new state statute that required the creation of a new fund.  She provided the Council with estimates of income and expenses from the fund.  The new fund needs to be established by January 1, 2006.  She estimated that the fund should generate a few thousand dollars each year and the remaining balance would revert to the County General Fund in 2011.
Auditor Dierdorf will work with Recorder Modesitt to develop a resolution to establish the fund before December 2005.

IN THE MATTER OF OTHER BUSINESS

Commissioner President David Parr addressed the Council and commented on the County 911 Fund.  He informed the Council that the assessment rate for the fund would probably need to be raised in the very near future.  The assessment rate of $1.50 per month, per line had never been changed since its inception.  The maximum rate could be about $3.00.  State statute allowed for one rate change per year and it is set by the County Council.  He stated that the commissioners would propose a change once income and expense projections were finalized.
Commissioner Parr also informed the Council that the Commissioners had selected a vendor to provide inmate phone services for the jail.  The contract would provide a $60,000 signing bonus as well as provide wiring of the administrative offices in the new jail.

Sheriff Mike Heaton addressed the Council regarding the signing bonus from the inmate phone contract.  Sheriff Heaton explained that former Sheriff Carter had intended to buy patrol; cars with the expected funds...He  further explained that the department had two cars that were virtually useless due to mileage and condition.  Mr. McCullough asked when the County would receive the funds.  Heaton answered that we would receive the funds within twenty one days.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCullough moved to adjourn.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.
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