STATE OF INDIANA  )

                              SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY  ) 

Clay County Council President Warren Stevenson called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council to order on Monday, May 3, 2004, in the Commissioners’ Court Room at the Clay County Indiana Courthouse at 6:00 P.M.  Council members present were Warren Stevenson, Mike McCullough, Les Harding, Larry Moss, Mark Dierdorf and Rita Rothrock. 

President Stevenson led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and also led the meeting in prayer.  Auditor Joseph Dierdorf made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

President Stevenson asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes from the April 5, 2004 meeting.

Mr. Harding moved to approve the minutes from the April meeting as presented.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE COUNCIL VACANCY

Mr. Stevenson announced that Mr. Dalton had resigned due to the residency requirement for members representing a district.  He further stated that the Republicans would caucus at the end of the week to select a replacement for Mr. Dalton.
IN THE MATTER OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS
Mr. Stevenson read the following in its entirety;


COUNTY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Whereas, It has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:

Sec.1.
Be It Ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated out of the funds names and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

Aye

Nay

GENERAL


Sheriff



Deputies



     2,000.00

___6__



Gas Oil & Lube



     3,500.00

___6__



Car




     6,500.00

___6__


IV-D Child Support




Seminars



     1,000.00

___6__

Commissioners




IUC




    2,000.00

___6__

Jail




Jail Officers



      780.00

___6__

HIGHWAY



Undistributed




IUC




     1,000.00

___6__
HEALTH




IUC




        150.00

___6__
Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 3rd day of May, 2004.

       Warren E Stevenson /s/

       Michael D. McCullough /s/

       Leslie E. Harding /s/            

       Larry Moss /s/


       Mark L. Dierdorf /s/


       Rita E. Rothrock /s/


MEMBERS OF CLAY COUNTY COUNCIL

ATTEST:

     Joseph M. Dierdorf /s/

Clay County Auditor

Sheriff Rob Carter appeared to explain his additional requests.  The deputy request for $2,000 and the $780 for the jail officer were to bring a deputy who had served a year at a reduced salary and the jail officer up to regular pay levels.  This amount would fund that position at the regular rate starting January 1, 2004.  There was much discussion regarding the issue.  Mr. McCullough referred to the committee years ago that had made recommendations regarding the salary and longevity issues, but had never been made official policy.  Other Council members made comments referring to other County offices with employees in the same situation, and that they would need to be approved if the Sheriff’s request was approved.
The request for the gas and oil account for $3,500 would replace funds transferred in March to allow the purchase a replacement vehicle for one that had been wrecked.  He further stated that the car request for $6,500 would cover the equipment and other items for the aforementioned vehicle.

Mr. Moss moved to approve the four items the sheriff had requested.  Mr. Mark Dierdorf seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.

Mr. McCullough moved to allow the additional appropriation for seminars for IV Child Support for $1,000.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.

Mr. Joseph Dierdorf stated that state IUC rates had changed and additionals were needed to finish the year.

Mr. McCullough moved to allow the $3,150 for the IUC requests from the Commissioners, Highway and Health departments.  Mr. Harding seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.
IN THE MATTER OF THE PDF TAX ABATEMENT
Lew Britton appeared for PDF, along with Kenny Maurer and Glen Watler.  Mr. Britton spoke to the request.  The request was in addition to one that had been passed in the past.  The current proposal is for a 10 year abatement on personal property for new equipment.  Mr. Britton explained the request and the equipment involved.

Mr. Harding inquired regarding 5 and 7 year abatements on equipment, verses the ten year abatement.  Britton explained that this equipment would have a longer useable lifespan than some types of equipment, and the company expected its lifespan to be far longer than the term of the abatement they were asking for.
Mr. Stevenson then read the following resolution in its entirety:

RESOLUTION NO. 7-2004

A Resolution of the County Council of 

Clay County, Indiana, Designating an Area Within 

the County as an Economic Revitalization Area for the Purpose 

Of Ten Year Personal Property Tax Abatement


WHEREAS, A Petition for a ten year personal property tax abatement has been filed with the County Council of Clay County, Indiana requesting that the property described therein be designated an Economic Revitalization Area for purposes of personal property tax abatement; and


WHEREAS, Process Development and Fabrication, Inc. and Kenneth Maurer and Jamie Maurer (the "petitioner") have submitted a Statement of Benefits and provided all information and documentation necessary for the County Council to make an informed decision, said information including a legal description of the real property, more particularly described in Exhibit A.


WHEREAS, petitioner has represented and presented evidence that the project, will permit it to maintain all 55 existing permanent jobs with an annual payroll of $1,640,000.00 (approximately) and will create 2 new permanent jobs with an estimated annual payroll of $40,000.00 and that the cost of the project will be $1,430,000.00 for manufacturing equipment (the "manufacturing equipment").


WHEREAS, the County Council of Clay County, Indiana is authorized under the provisions of I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-1 et seq. to designate areas of the City as economic revitalization areas for the purpose of tax abatement; and


WHEREAS, the County Council of Clay County, Indiana has considered the petition and Statement of Benefits and has conducted a complete and proper investigation of the subject property and neighborhood to determine that the area qualifies as an economic revitalization area under Indiana statutes; and


WHEREAS, the County Council has found the subject property to be an area where the designation of the real estate as an Economic Revitalization Area will lead to the eventual increase of tax revenues and increase of employment in the county;


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS FOUND, DETERMINED AND RESOLVED by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana that:


1.  The petitioner's estimate of the cost of new manufacturing equipment is reasonable for manufacturing equipment of that type in view of current technologies.


2.  The petitioner's estimate of the number of individuals who will be employed and retained, and the benefits thereby, can reasonably be expected to result from the project and installation of new manufacturing equipment.


3.  The petitioner's estimate of the annual salaries or wages of the individuals who will be employed and retained, and the benefit thereby, can reasonably be expected to result from the project and the installation of the new manufacturing equipment.


4.  That the benefits about which information has been requested can reasonably be expected to result from the installation of the new manufacturing equipment.


5.  The totality of the benefits of the proposed Project and installation of the new manufacturing equipment can reasonably be expected to result from the project and are sufficient to justify a ten (10) year personal property tax deduction from assessed valuation under Indiana statutes, and each such deduction should be, and they are hereby, allowed.


6.  That the petition for designating the subject property as an economic revitalization area for the purposes of ten year personal property tax abatement and the Statement of Benefits, copies of which were submitted with the petitions, are hereby approved and the Real Estate described hereinabove is hereby designated as an Economic Revitalization Area pursuant to I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-1 et seq and petitioner is entitled to a ten year personal property tax abatement as provided therein for the proposed acquisition of the new manufacturing equipment.


7.  That notice hereof should be published according to law stating the adoption and substance hereof, that a copy of the description of the affected area is available for inspection in the County Assessor's Office and stating a date on which the Council will hear and receive remonstrance’s and objections and take final action, all as required by law.


8.  That this Resolution is supplementary to and in addition to any prior resolution.

Warren E Stevenson /s/                
 Michael D McCullough /s/


Warren E. Stevenson, President
Michael D. McCullough

Leslie E Harding /s/
Rita E Rothrock /s/


Leslie E. Harding

Rita E. Rothrock

Larry J Moss /s/

Mark L Dierdorf /s/


Larry J. Moss

Mark L. Dierdorf

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to approve Resolution 7-2004.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.
In THE matter of REassessment

Mr. C.R. Boyd addressed the Council regarding the $500,000 request from April.  He expressed that the inclusion of a new computer program and the conversion of pervious data created many errors, and was why they need the equalization study.  Mr. Boyd passed out information to the Council including data on previous years assessing figures and reassessments.
Mr. Mark Dierdorf asked if the township trustees couldn’t gather the information regarding changes and new construction.  Mr. Boyd answered yes.  There was considerable discussion regarding the subject, much of it being the same topics from the April meeting.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Harding moved to adjourn.  Mr. Mark Dierdorf seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.
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Clay County Council

ATTEST:
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Clay County Auditor

