STATE OF INDIANA  )

                              SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY  ) 

Clay County Council President Warren Stevenson called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council to order on Monday, July 6, 2004, in the Commissioners’ Court Room at the Clay County, Indiana Courthouse at 6:00 P.M.  Council members present were Warren Stevenson, Mike McCullough, Les Harding, Larry Moss, Mark Dierdorf, Rita Rothrock and John Price. 

President Stevenson led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and Mr. Harding led the meeting in prayer.  Auditor Joseph Dierdorf made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF THE MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Mr. Stevenson asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes from May or June.  
Mr. Harding moved to approve the minutes from May, June and June 21 Special Meeting as presented.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.
IN THE MATTER OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. Stevenson read the following in its entirety:

COUNTY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Whereas, It has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:

Sec.1.
Be It Ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated out of the funds names and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:


Aye

Nay

GENERAL

Clerk



Deputies




  3.193.00

7

Sheriff



IDACS & NCIC Line



  2,700.00

7

Prosecutor



Administrative Assistant



  1,000.00

7

IV-D Child Support



Administrative Assistant



  2,000.00

7
CUMULATIVE VOTING



Voting Machines



301,228.00

7
CLERK’S PERPETUATION



Copy Machine/Scanner



  1,900.00

7
LOCAL EMERGENCY PLAN COMMISSION



Mileage





    800.00

7
REASSESSMENT



Tax Billing/Ledger/Payroll Software

213,000.00

7


Auditor/Treasurer Hardware


 12,000.00

7
Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 6th day of July, 2004.
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County Clerk Mary Brown appeared to discuss her request.  Ms. Brown had an employee retire, but had built up vacation time and was out of the office before her termination date.  Clerk Brown had to hire a replacement employee and there was not enough money appropriated to cover both.  Ms. Brown commented that a training line item should be added to her budget for 3005.  Mrs. Rothrock inquired about 4D money, and could it not have been used for this situation?  Ms. Brown responded that the State had become very particular regarding the expenditure of those funds and that it would not pass current State scrutiny.
Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to allow the request.  Mr. Price seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Ms. Brown explained the request for a new copy machine to work the JTAC project in one of her Clerk’s offices.
Mrs. Rothrock moved to approve the request,  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Sheriff’s Matron Suzie Hayes appeared to discuss the additional request from the Sheriff’s Office.  She explained that the State has created new requirements that increased the cost for the service involved.

Mr. McCullough moved to allow the request.  Mr. Price seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Mr. Joseph Dierdorf explained that the Prosecutor’s request was to adjust a second year employee to full pay status, as had been done previously in other offices.

Mr. Harding moved to approve the request.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Surveyor Charles Brown had sent a letter to the Council explaining his request for additional funds for mileage.

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to approve the request.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Ms. Gerri Husband appeared to discuss the request from the Local Emergency Plan Commission for $800.  She explained that the funds would be used to equipment for the new hasmat trailer.  Mr. Harding asked if this expenditure would finish the project.  Ms. Husband commented that these funds, along with other grant funds would complete the project.

Mrs. Rothrock moved to approve the request.  Mr. Price seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Auditor Dierdorf and Treasurer Withers addressed the request from Reassessment for $225,000.  They explained that this request was the culmination of the last year’s research into the upgrading of the computer systems in the Auditor’s and Treasurer’s Offices.
Mr. Harding moved to approve the request.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF ORDINANCE 10-2004, AMENDED SALARY ORDINANCE
Mr. Stevenson read the following in its entirety:
ORDINANCE –10-2004
AMENDED SALARY ORDINANCE

An ordinance setting compensation for certain County Employees for the year of 2004.

Be it ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana as follows:

GENERAL

Clerk

Deputies – Training/Vacation




$3,193.00


Prosecutor



Administrative Assistant (2nd year Salary Adjustment)

$ 1,000.00


IV-D Child Support



Administrative Assistant (2nd year Salary Adjustment)

$ 2,000.00

Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 6th day of July 6 , 2004.
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Mr. Harding moved to suspend the rules and adopt the ordinance on first reading.  Mr. McCullough seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to adopt Resolution 10-2004.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE METAL INDUSTRIES TAX ABATEMENT REQUEST

Mr. Richard Whitlock appeared from Metal Industries to discuss his company’s request for tax abatements.  He gave a detailed description of the company’s history, current situation, and plans for the future.   There were several questions from the Council regarding the request.  Mr. McCullough brought to their attention that the Council normally only approved a five year abatement for personal property.  Mr. Whitlock stated that their intention was a five year abatement on personal property and that the ten year figure was a mistake.  Mr. Whitlock agreed to the change from ten to five years.
Mr. Rob Moore, President of the Clay County Redevelopment Commission appeared to state that the Commission recommends the passage of the request by the County Council.

Mr. McCullough read resolution 11-2004 in its entirety:

RESOLUTION NO. 11 - 2004
A Resolution of the County Council of Clay County, Indiana,

Designating an Area Within the County as an Economic Revitalization Area

for the Purpose of Ten Year Personal Property Tax Abatement


WHEREAS, A Petition for a property tax abatement has been filed with the County Council of Clay County, Indiana requesting that the property described therein be designated an Economic Revitalization Area for purposes of real and personal property tax purposes; and

 
WHEREAS, the laws of the State of Indiana, specifically I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-1 et. Seq., pro-

vide for the creation of economic revitalization areas within the limits of the County of Clay, within the State of Indiana, for the general purpose of providing property tax deductions to encourage private redevelopment of areas which have become undesirable for, or impossible of, normal development and occupancy because of factors which have impaired values or prevent normal development of property or use of property; and


WHEREAS, MI Windows and Doors, Inc. has submitted a Statement of Benefits and provided all information and documentation that describes the specific real property it desires be designated as an economic revitalization area, the project to be completed, the deduction from assessed valuation requested and the basis for such a deduction; and 


WHEREAS, MI Windows and Doors, Inc. has submitted information necessary for the County Council to make an informed decision, said information including a legal description of the real property, more particularly described in Exhibit A; and


WHEREAS, MI Windows and Doors, Inc. has represented and presented evidence that it currently maintains a manufacturing and production facility at 1825 East National Avenue, Brazil, Indiana; further, MI Windows and Doors, Inc. is constructing an addition to its present facility of approximately Twenty-Seven Thousand Five Hundred (27,500) square feet to expand its services with a GED Intercept Glass line; further, MI Windows and Doors, Inc. anticipates that the expansion, improvements and services performed upon completion of the expansion, will increase employment by eleven (11) production jobs immediately, and an additional eleven (11) production and support jobs through enhanced production capacities within the next three (3) months; and 


WHEREAS, the County Council of Clay County has considered the petition and Statement of Benefits and has conducted a complete and proper investigation of the subject property and neighborhood to determine that the area qualifies as an economic revitalization area under Indiana statutes; and 


WHEREAS, the County Council of Clay County has found the subject property to be an area where the designation of the real estate as an Economic Revitalization Area will lead to the eventual increase of tax revenues and increase of employment in the county, and will encourage private redevelopments and/or rehabilitation in Clay County, Indiana; and 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FOUND, DETERMINED AND RESOLVED by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana that:The Petitioner’s estimate of the cost of new manufacturing equipment is reasonable for 

manufacturing equipment of that type in view of current technologies.

1. The Petitioner’s estimate of the number of individuals who will be employed and retained, 

and the benefits thereby, can reasonably be expected to result from the expansion project and installation of new manufacturing equipment.

1. The Petitioner’s estimate of the annual salaries or wages of the individuals who will be 

employed and retained, and the benefits thereby, can reasonably be expected to result from the expansion project and the installation of the new manufacturing equipment.

1. The benefits about which information has been requested can reasonably be expected to 

result from the installation of the new manufacturing equipment.

1. The totality of the benefits of the proposed expansion project and installation of the new 

manufacturing equipment can reasonably be expected to result from the project and are sufficient to justify a five (5) year personal property tax deduction from assessed valuation under Indiana statutes, and each such deduction should be, and they are hereby, allowed.

1. The petition for designating the subject property as an economic revitalization area for the 

purposes of ten year personal property tax abatement and the Statement of Benefits, copies of which were submitted with the petition, are hereby approved and the Real Estate described hereinabove is hereby designated as an Economic Revitalization Area pursuant to I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-1 et seq and petitioner is entitled to a ten (10) year real property tax abatement as provided therein for the proposed acquisition of the new manufacturing equipment.

1. The notice hereof should be published according to law stating the adoption and substance 

hereof, that a copy of the description of the affected area is available for inspection in the County Assessor’s Office and stating a date on which the Council will hear and receive remonstrances and objections and take final action, all as required by law.

1. This Resolution is supplementary to and in addition to any prior resolution.

Passed in open Council this _____ day of ____________, 2004

___________________________________      

___________________________________   

Warren E. Stevenson, President


Michael D. McCullough

___________________________________      

__________________________________

Leslie E.  Harding




Rita E. Rothrock

___________________________________      

___________________________________   

Larry J. Moss





Mark L. Dierdorf








___________________________________








John Price
ATTEST: __________________________  




                 Clay County Auditor

Mr. Moss moved to approve the SB-1 Statement of Benefits.  Mr. Mark Dierdorf seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF TAX ABATEMENTS 2003 PAY 2004; 2004 PAY 2005
Deputy Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh brought forward a problem with IVC and filing deadlines for personal property tax abatements for IVC.  She informed the Council that they had the authority to grant the abatement for the affected year, if they chose to do so.

Mr. McCullough moved to approve the 2003 pay 2004 personal property taxes for IVC.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.
Deputy Alumbaugh next presented forms for the following company’s abatements:  PDF, TEC, Spun Metals, Booe Lumber and Great Dane.

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to approve all requests at once.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.
Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to approve the requests.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE BRAZIL LIBRARY BOARD APPOINTMENT

Mr. Stevenson read a letter from the Director of the Brazil Library Board announcing that Susan Crick’s term was about to expire on the Board.  Her position was one that was appointed by the Council.  She further stated that Mrs. Crick could be re-appointed and was willing to serve.

There was discussion about appointing a person to the Board while the issue of a County-wide system was uncertain.  The Council finally decided that they should appoint the person in a timely manner, regardless of the outcome of the library issue.

Mr. McCullough moved to appoint Mrs. Crick.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.
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Clay County Auditor

