STATE OF INDIANA  )

                              SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY  )

County Council President Warren Stevenson called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council to order on Monday, April 5, 2004, in the Commissioners’ Court Room at the Clay County Indiana Courthouse at 6:00 P.M.  Council members present were Les Harding, Mike McCullough, Warren Stevenson, Tony Dalton, Larry Moss, Mark L. Dierdorf and Rita Rothrock. 

President Stevenson led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and Mr. Harding led the meeting in prayer.  Auditor Joseph Dierdorf made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

President Stevenson asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes from the March 1, 2004 meeting.

Mr. Harding moved to approve the minutes.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS

President Stevenson read the following in its entirety:

COUNTY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Whereas, It has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:

Sec.1.
Be It Ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated out of the funds names and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

Aye

Nay

GENERAL
Treasurer




Clerical



    8,320.00


7


Veteran’s Service




Vehicle Maintenance


       900.00


7


Commissioners




Health Insurance


  50,000.00

           7
HIGHWAY



Administration




Transition Supervisor


   22,179.00

           7
HEALTH




Cleaning Supplies


       800.00

           7
ADULT PROBATION




Office Construction & Equipment
    2,752.00

           7
PRE-TRIAL DIVERSION




Mileage



       371.00

           7
PROSECUTOR DEFERRAL




Research Materials


       600.00

           7



Special Law Enforcement

    5,000.00

           7
REASSESSMENT



Reassessment Audit


500,000.00

          tabled
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Treasurer 
$8,320

County Treasurer Jack Withers addressed his request for additional funds.  Treasurer Withers explained that the “voluntary payment” of property taxes had an overwhelming response in the county.  Due to this response, he had used up the part time funds allocated originally in his budget.. When the taxes were finally billed in 2004 for taxes from 2002, payable in 2003, he was out of funds to properly staff the office.
Mrs. Rothrock moved to allow the request.  Mr. Harding seconded the request.  Motion passed 7-0.

Veterans Services
$900

Mr. Les Walden appeared to discuss the request for vehicle maintenance.  The City of Brazil had sold the County a retired police car for $1.00 to be used for the transportation of veterans.  This request would provide gas and maintenance for the vehicle.
Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to allow the request.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Health Insurance
$50,000

Mr. Parr, President of the Commissioners, appeared on behalf of the Commissioners to explain their request.  He explained that the County utilized a self funded health benefit system.  The County was required to supplement the account when claims against the policy exceeded the amount held in reserve.  2003 had been a good year where virtually no extra funds were required.  So far in 2004, more claims had been filed, thus a supplemental payment was needed.
Mr. Moss inquired about how the county plan worked, and had the Commissioners looked into other types of plans and alternatives.  Mr. Parr briefly explained the process the Commissioners had used in 2003 to review the health benefits and felt that the Commissioners had remained with the best plan for employees, as compared to costs to the County.

Mr. Harding moved to approve the request.  Mr. Dalton seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Transitional Supervisor for the Highway Department

$22,179

Auditor Dierdorf explained the request for funding for the Transitional Supervisor position.  As the Commissioners had created a new position, there was no funding in the budget to pay for the position.  The Auditor’s office had required an additional appropriation verses a transfer from another position.  He also added that the amount requested would fund the position through September, 2004.  He further informed the Council that the Commissioner’s had action earlier in the day that specified that the position would be in effect until October 1, 2004, and would cease to exist after that date.
Mr. Moss moved to approve the request.  Mr. McCullough seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.
CLEANING SUPPLIES
$800

Ms. Joyce Vinson appeared to explain the request from the Health Department.  Debbie Mustard had been cleaning the Health Office, using supplies from the Court House.  Ms. Mustard had ceased to provide the service recently and the Health Office needed to purchase supplies to finish the year.

Mr. Harding moved to approve the request.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

ADULT PROBATION
$2,752
Mr. Steve Bell appeared to explain the request.  These funds were appropriated in 2003, but could not be used due to the construction process going past the first of the year, and the funds could not be encumbered.  The funds were used for renovation to the Probation Office.

Mr. McCullough moved to allow the request.  Mr. Mark Dierdorf seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

PRE TRIAL DIVERSION
$371
Mr. David Thomas explained that the request was for mileage costs pertaining to the current cold case work being conducted by the State Police.
PROSECUTOR DEFERRAL
$5,600

Mr. Thomas explained that the $5,000 request was in regard to the Pickett-Mustard homicide investigation.  The $600 fee was from adding the Deputies to the plan as users, thus avoiding the cost of buying books.
Mr. McCullough moved to allow the three requests from the Prosecutor totaling $5,971.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

REASSESSMENT
$500,000

County Assessor C.R. Boyd addressed the body to explain his request.  Mr. Boyd stated that three years ago all parcels should have been physically reviewed, but were not.  He further stated that the reassessment that had just been completed had used old data for its basis.  The request would pay an outside contractor to physically review every parcel to provide data for an equalization study required in 2006.  Mr. McCullough asked when the old data had been collected.  Mr. Boyd answered it was from 1994-1995.
At this point the discussion centered on what had actually happened during the recent reassessment.  Mr. Harding asked what had been going on for the past few years with regard to reassessment and the staff employed by the Assessor’s and Reassessment Offices.  Mr. McCullough inquired about data collection; and could not the staff have been collecting and entering data for the past several years.  It was asked of Mr. Boyd if Clay County had actually had a reassessment.  Mr. Boyd answered no, not in that sense.
Mr. Boyd offered to have a contractor come to the next meeting and explain the procedure and answer questions.  The Council agreed to his suggestion.

Mr. Moss moved to table the request until the next meeting.  Mr. Mark Dierdorf seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0

IN THE MATTER OF TRANSFERS

President Stevenson read the following in its entirety:


TRANSFER

WHEREAS, It has been shown that certain existing appropriations now have unobligated balances which will not be needed for the purpose for which appropriated and;

It Is Therefore Ordained by the aforesaid County Council that such unnecessary existing appropriations are now reduced and the money transferred to the necessary and proper appropriations in amounts as follows:

Aye
   Nay

GENERAL

Sheriff

From Gas, Oil & Lube

To Vehicle





$ 3,500.00
   7
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SHERIFF
$3,500

Sheriff Rob Carter explained the transfer request.  A department vehicle had been wrecked in 2003, which the County had received an insurance payment for.  The resulting payment was not sufficient to purchase a vehicle, thus the Sheriff was seeking to transfer funds to purchase the vehicle, and would seek an additional appropriation in May, 2004 to replace the transferred funds.

Mr. Moss moved to approve the transfer.  Mr. Mark Dierdorf seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.
IN THE MATTER OF THE REDUCTION OF APPROPRIATION

President Stevenson read the following in its entirety:

CLAY COUNTY REDUCTION OF APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Whereas, It has been determined that there is now surplus money appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:

Sec. 1. Be It Ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following surplus sums of money are hereby reduced out of the funds named and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

HIGHWAY








AYE

NAY

Maintenance & Repair


Assistant Supervisor



$ 22,179.00

     7     
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Auditor Dierdorf explained the need to pass the reduction of appropriation.  Since the Council had passed the additional appropriation to fund the position of Transitional Supervisor at the Highway Department, the position of Assistant Supervisor was not needed currently and could be reduced to zero.
Mr. McCullough moved to approve the reduction.  Mr. Harding seconded the motion.  The motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF ORDINANCE 7-2004, COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS

Mr. Stevenson read the following in its entirety:

ORDINANCE 7-2004

BE IT ORDAINED by the Common Council of Clay County, Indiana, that:

(A) The County Council of Clay County, Indiana elects to receive deposits to 

be made under IC 11-12-6-12, headed Corrections-County Corrections fund deposits, computation, and

(B) The County Council of Clay County, Indiana, designates the level of funding that the County known as Clay County elects to receive under IC 11-12-6-13 (C) and 11-12-6-5 “Level 3 Funding” defined, as Level Three (3), and

(C) The County Council of Clay County, Indiana, does hereby establish a Fund to

Be known as “County Corrections Fund” and does hereby direct the Clay County Auditor

To establish said fund to receive monies designated as County corrections Money by

The Department of Corrections.

The Clay County Auditor is directed to certify the passage of this Ordinance to the Indiana 

Secretary of State.

This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect beginning before May 1, 2004 and shall be

Subject to renewal, modification and may be rescinded annually.




Ordained and established this 5th Day of April, 2004.

__Warren E Stevenson /s/



__Michael D McCullough /s/



__Tony Thomas Dalton /s/



__Leslie E Harding /s/__



__Larry Moss /s/___




__Mark L Dierdorf /s/ ___



__Rita E Rothrock /s/ _______________

CLAY COUNTY COUNCIL  



ATTEST:

__Joseph  M Dierdorf /s/ ____________

CLAY COUNTY AUDITOR        

President Stevenson explained to the Council that this ordinance was an annual occurrence, and that the Council needed to pass it each year.
Mr. Harding moved to suspend the rules and pass the ordinance on first reading.  Mr. Dalton seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to pass the ordinance as read.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF OTHER BUSINESS

Mr. Moss reported to the Council on his attendance at a Indiana Department of Corrections Conference on medical costs.  The Council members agreed that future medical costs in the corrections area were of great concern.

President Stevenson asked for any other comments.  Hearing none he stated he would entertain a motion for adjournment.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. Rothrock moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. McCullough seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.
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