STATE OF INDIANA) 

                              SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY  )

County Council President Les Harding called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council to order on Monday, May 5, 2003, in the Commissioners’ Court Room at the Clay County Indiana Courthouse at 6:00 P.M.  Council members present were Les Harding, Mike McCullough, Warren Stevenson, Tony Dalton, Larry Moss, Mark L. Dierdorf, and Rita Rothrock.

President Harding led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag Of the United States of America and Mr. Moss led the meeting in prayer.  Auditor Joseph Dierdorf made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Mr. Harding asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes from the March and April 2003 minutes.  Hearing none he asked for a motion to approve.

Mrs. Rothrock moved to accept the minutes as presented.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY BUSINESS:

President Harding opened the session by re-capping the state of the county financial situation with regard to the current re-assessment and the lack of its completion.  He announced that, according to projections provided by the Auditors office, the county would have a negative cash balance in the General Fund by September 1, 2003.  He further stated that he was relaying this information to help the County Council make conscious decisions with regard to budget items and future requests for additional appropriations.

IN THE MATTER OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS

The following was read in its entirety:

COUNTY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE
Whereas, It has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:

Sec.1.
Be It Ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated out of the funds named and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

Aye
Nay

GENERAL


Emergency Management



Laptop & Projector


$  2,200.00


7            


Commissioners



Remodel 2nd Floor Office Space

$ 23,200.00


7
  

SURVEYORS CORNERSTONE



Contract Stone Recovery

$  1,200.00


7
  

TITLE CHECK FEES



Computers



$  3,101.00


7
  


Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 5th day of May, 2003, by the following AYE and NAY vote:

AYE
NAY

   Leslie E. Harding /s/













   Michael D. McCullough /s/












   Tony Thomas Dalton /s/












   Warren E. Stevenson /s/












    Larry Moss /s/













    Mark L. Dierdorf /s/













    Rita E. Rothrock /s/













MEMBERS OF CLAY COUNTY COUNCIL

ATTEST:

   Joseph M. Dierdorf /s/




Clay County Auditor

Ms. Geri Husband appeared to explain the request for a basic laptop and projector to be used by emergency departments throughout the county.  This money had already been received by the county and deposited into the General Fund.  This request therefore was not an additional request for new funds, but rather for funds that had already been received.

Mr. Moss moved that the request be approved.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Commissioner’s President David Parr came forward to address the request for funding to complete the renovation of the former Health Office.  Mr. Parr deferred to Superior Court Judge J. Blaine Akers to further explain the request.  Judge Akers stated that the original long-range plan for the Court House included most of the renovation they were seeking to perform.  He also stated that the Phoenix Community Corrections program would be changing soon and they would need extra space.  Mr. Denny Meneely, the contractor who would conduct the renovation stated that the project would take from six to eight weeks to complete.

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to approve the appropriation.  Mr. Dalton seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

County Surveyor Charles Brown addressed the Council regarding the desire to employ a contractor to locate surveying pins in highways using a non-evasive technique.  He stated that the State Highway Department also had interest in this procedure and would be cost sharing with the County at a 50/50 ratio.

Mr. McCullough moved to approve the appropriation.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Sheriff Robert Carter was out of state and was unable to comment on his department’s request for funds for computers.

Mr. Stevenson moved to approve the sheriff’s request.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE CAGIT ORDINANCE

President Harding announced that Mr. Eric Somheil had been asked to prepare an ordinance to place into effect the recent option created by the passage and signage of House Bill 1155.

The following was read in its entirety:

ORDINANCE 6-2003

AN ORDINANCE INCREASING THE COUNTY ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME TAX FOR COUNTY JAIL CONSTRUCTION

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CLAY COUNTY COUNCIL FOR CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA:

SECTION I

1. Clay County, Indiana, operates the Clay County Jail that is subject to an existing Court Order from a United States District Court, specifically the Consent Decree out of the United States District Court for the Southern District of Indiana, Terre Haute Division, in Cause Number TH92-204C, dated June 17, 1994;

Clay County, Indiana, operates the County Jail that fails to meet American Correctional Association Jail Construction Standards and Indiana Jail Operation Standards; and

Clay County has insufficient current revenues to finance the construction, acquisition, improvement, renovation, and equipment of the County Jail and related buildings and parking facilities.

SECTION II


The Clay County Council hereby determines that additional county adjusted gross income tax revenue is needed in the county to:

Finance, construct, acquire, improve, renovate, or equip the County Jail and related buildings and parking facilities, including cost related to the demolition of existing buildings and the acquisition land; and

Repay bonds issued for leases entered into for constructing, acquiring, improving, renovating, and equipping the Clay County Jail and related buildings and parking facilities, including cost related to the demolition of existing buildings and the acquisition of land.

SECTION III


In addition to the one percent (1%) adjusted gross income tax previously imposed by the Clay County Council under the provisions of I. C. 6-3.5-1.1-2 (Ordinance No. 1-1986) upon the resident county taxpayers of Clay County, Indiana, the Clay County Council hereby imposes an additional county adjusted gross income tax at the rate of twenty-five hundredths percent (0.25%) on the adjusted gross income of county tax payers under the provisions of I. C. 6-3.5-1.1-3.3.


Such additional adjusted gross income tax shall be imposed only until the later of the date on which the financing on acquisition, improvements, renovation, and equipping described in Indiana Code 6-3.5-1.1-3.3 © is completed or the date on which the last of any bonds issued or leases entered into to finance the construction, acquisition, improvement, renovations, and equipping described in Indiana Code 6-3.5-1.1-3.3 © are fully paid.  The term of the bonds issued (including any refunding bonds) or a lease entered in to under Indiana Code 6-3.5-1.1-3.3 © (2) may not exceed thirty (30) years.

WHEREBY:


The Clay County Council increases the county adjusted gross income tax rate imposed upon the resident county taxpayers of the county from one percent (1%) to one and twenty-five hundredths percent (1.25%).  This tax rate increase takes effect July 1, 2003.  That all other provisions of I. C. 6-3.5-1.1-3.3 are incorporated herein by reference.


The Clay County Auditor shall record all votes taken on this Ordinance and Promptly send a certified copy of this Ordinance to the Indiana Department of State Revenue


Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 5th of May, 2003
.
Leslie E Harding, President

Michael D McCullough

Tony T Dalton

Warren E Stevenson

Larry J Moss

Mark L Dierdorf

Rita E Rothrock

Clay County Council Members

ATTEST:

Joseph M Dierdorf

Clay County Auditor

Mr. Harding opened the discussion regarding the jail and the proposed CAGIT tax increase.  He explained the procedure regarding the passage of the measure.

Mr. Moss moved to suspend the rules and approve the ordinance on first reading.  Mr. Stevenson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

The Council next discussed the possibility of holding a second reading of the ordinance.  It was determined that the second reading would be held in a Special Session of the County Council on Monday May 19, 2003.  The meeting will be held at 7:00 pm in the Clay County Superior Court Room.  Mr. Somheil will coordinate the advertising of the public notice of the meeting.  Mr. Parr asked if he could provide a video of the jail to be shown at the meeting.  The consensus of the Council was that it was a good idea and encouraged Mr. Parr to proceed. 

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Moss moved to adjourn.  Mr. Mark Dierdorf seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.  President Harding adjourned the meeting.
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Clay County Council

Attest __________________________________

Clay County Auditor

