STATE OF INDIANA) 

                              SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY  )

County Council President Les Harding called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council to order on Monday, June 2, 2003, in the Commissioners’ Court Room at the Clay County Indiana Courthouse at 6:00 P.M.  Council members present were Les Harding, Mike McCullough, Warren Stevenson, Tony Dalton, Larry Moss, Mark L. Dierdorf, and Rita Rothrock.

President Harding led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag Of the United States of America and Mr. Stevenson led the meeting in prayer.  Auditor Joseph Dierdorf made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

President Harding asked if all members had received the minutes from the May 5 and May 19 meetings.  He further asked if there were any corrections to the minutes.  Hearing none, President Harding then offered several minor, grammatical corrections.  Auditor Dierdorf made note of the corrections.

Mr. McCullough moved that the minutes from May 5, 2003, as amended, and May 19, 2003, as read be approved.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF ADDITIONAL APPROPIRATIONS

President Harding read the following in its entirety:

COUNTY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Whereas, It has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money that was appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:


Sec.1.  Be it ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated out of the funds named and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:















Aye
Nay

GENERAL


Sheriff



Sheriff Pension





34,500.00


_7_
___


Election



Maintenance & License Fee



       94.00


_7_
disallowed


Jail



Part Time Jail Officer




15.000.00


_7_
___



Inmate Medical





40,000.00


_7_
___


Information Systems



Part Time






 9,509.50


_7_
disallowed



FICA







    727.48


_7_
disallowed

HIGHWAY


Undistributed



Road Equipment




       300,000.00


_7_
___

Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 2nd day of June, 2003, by the following AYE and NAY vote:




AYE








NAY

Leslie E. Harding__(s)____________________

_____________________________________

Michael D. McCullough  (s)________________


_____________________________________
Tony Thomas Dalton  (s)__________________

_____________________________________

Warren E. Stevenson  (s)__________________

_____________________________________

Larry J. Moss  (s)________________________

_____________________________________

Mark L. Dierdorf  (s)______________________

_____________________________________

Rita E. Rothrock  (s)______________________

_____________________________________

MEMBERS OF THE CLAY COUNTY COUNCIL

ATTEST:

Joseph M. Dierdorf  (s)______________

CLAY COUNTY AUDITOR

Mr. Harding began the explanation of the Sheriff’s pension fund request.  He stated that the funds were there last year, the payment was not made and it was not encumbered.  Due to this situation the funds reverted to the County General fund.  

Mr. McCullough moved to allow the item.  Mr. Dalton seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Mr. Harding explained that the maintenance agreement ended up being $94.00 more than was budgeted.  Mrs. Rothrock suggested that there were other funds available in the Clerk’s budget due to not holding the primary election in Brazil.  

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to disallow the request.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion failed 7-0.

Sheriff Carter explained that the jail was under constant scrutiny due to the pending court orders.  He further explained that he has tried to gradually increase the jailer time, especially in the evenings.  Part of the additional time requested will go towards work crew supervision in an effort to continue this activity.

Regarding the medical expenses, a large payment was made in 2003 for expenses from 2002.  This large payment amounted to about three quarters of the 2003 budget.  Sheriff Carter further commented that medical expenses continue to rise, especially with regard to emergencies.  He had tried insurance in the past, but felt that the attempt was more costly in the end due to the large number of claims that were rejected and not paid.  Since the insurance company had not paid, the county then was again liable for the expense.

Mr. Moss asked if the Sheriff had tried a negotiated rate for services.  Sheriff Carter explained that he, Commissioner Knox, and others had tried to work with the local hospital to no avail.  Mr. Mark Dierdorf asked what the majority of the emergencies were.  The Sheriff explained that chest pains and stitches seemed to be the most numerous complaints.  Carter also indicated that the vast majority of complaints were from pre existing conditions.

Mr. Mark Dierdorf asked about those that have their own insurance prior to being incarcerated.  Matron Hayes stated that prisoners are asked if they have insurance when they are processed.

Mr. Stevenson moved to allow both requests, $15,000. and $40,000.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Mr. Mike Johnson appeared to explain the request for part time help.  He stated that there were a total of 119 computers in the building and 12 servers.  Mr. Johnson stated that he had summer help last year, but did not receive any funds for 2003 in that category.  Mr. Harding asked about Mike Lankford’s status with the county.  Johnson stated that Lankford was here out of the goodness of his heart, as nothing was paid to Lankford from the information systems budget.  Mr. Mark Dierdorf asked how many hours Johnson was putting in per week.  Johnson answered between 50 and 60 hours per week.

Mr. Harding asked if the Commissioners had been approached regarding hiring any new personnel.  Mr. Parr answered that they had not been approached.

Mr. Johnson stated that there was a power problem in the building that had been causing an abnormal number of problems throughout the building.

Mr. McCullough stated that he felt the computer area had gotten out of hand, and it was costing the county more and more.

Mrs. Rothrock wondered if there was any way to generate funding from fees for certain services.

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to disallow the request.  Mr. Stevenson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Auditor Dierdorf stated that a numerical error had been made in 2002, which resulted in the $300,000. not being approved in the budget process through DLGF.  President Harding asked if the budget had been approved at a lower amount, had the county received the funds from the state.  Auditor Dierdorf attempted to verify if the funds had been received, but was unsuccessful in the attempt.

Mr. McCullough stated that he believed that the Council could approve the additional request, and the department could spend the funds when they became available, if they were not already.

Mr. McCullough moved to approve the request.  Mr. Dalton seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF TRANSFERS

Mr. Harding explained the request from Gerri Husband to transfer $83.00 from the training category to the computer and projector category.  He stated that the transfer was intended to cover shipping and handling of a new laptop computer, however Ms. Husband realized that shipping was to be free, thus her request should be lowered to $48.00 to cover training.  Mr. McCullough moved to allow the $48.00 request.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE AMENDED SALARY ORDI9NANCE

The Council action on the amended salary ordinance was not needed due to the lack of approval of the part time help in the information services department.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.  President Harding adjourned the meeting.
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Clay County Council

Attest : __________________________________

Clay County Auditor

