STATE OF INDIANA) 

                              SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY  )

County Council President Les Harding called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council to order on Monday, July 7, 2003, in the Commissioners’ Court Room at the Clay County Indiana Courthouse at 6:00 P.M.  Council members present were Les Harding, Mike McCullough, Warren Stevenson, Tony Dalton, Larry Moss, Mark L. Dierdorf, and Rita Rothrock.

President Harding led the meeting in the Pledge to Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and Mr. Moss led the meeting in prayer.  Auditor Joseph Dierdorf made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY BUSINESS

President Harding asked if there was any County business.  Hearing none, he proceeded to additional appropriations.

IN THE MATTER OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. Harding read the following ordinance:

ORDINANCE TO BE INSERTED HERE

Commissioner Daryl Andrews explained that the account was running low, and that a recent repair had added to that situation.  

Mr. McCullough moved to allow the request.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Mrs. Rothrock explained that in the past an official had to appear to have the request considered..  Motion passed 7-0

Ms. Gerri Husband helped explain the situation that led to the request by the Health Department..  As the Health Department had moved early in the year, no security system had been installed.  A recent encounter at the department had highlighted the need for a security system.  Mr. McCullough stated that the funds are available, but not been appropriated.  Mrs. Rothrock stated that no one from the Health Department had showed up to explain the request.  Mr. Moss asked if district money could be used for this request.

Mr. Stevenson moved to approve the request.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0

IN THE MATTER OF TRANSFERS

President Harding next read the ordinance for transfers:

President Harding read a letter Clay Circuit Judge Yelton had provided to explain his request.

Mr. Moss moved to approve the request. Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Ms. Gerri Husband and Mr. John Turner appeared to explain the $5,200 request.  The funds requested for transfer were to purchase a abck-up generator for the communications tower near Center Point.  During a recent storm in Center Point, the communications system had lost power for 6 minutes.  Due to this outage, the southern portion of the county was without communications.  She stressed that the situation showed that back up power was necessary to insure public safety.  Mr. Turner stated that the maintenance account in the 911 budget is intended for this type of need.

Mr. McCullough moved to allow the transfer.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF OTHER BUSINESS

President Harding asked about the status of the re-assessment..  Mr. Joseph Dierdorf answered that the situation had not changed since earlier updates.  He further stated that unless the Assessor’s portion of the process was completed soon, the County may not collect property taxes in calendar year 2003, due to the additional time needed by the Auditor’s and Treasurer’s offices to complete the billing process.

The members of the Council discussed the upcoming budget process and the importance of property tax collection this year.  The members of the Council asked President Harding to contact County Assessor C.R. Boyd and request he attend the August meeting of the County Council to discuss the situation and the progress of the re-assessment.  Auditor Dierdorf agreed to draft a letter for Mr. Harding to be sent to Mr. Boyd.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Moss moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Mark Dierdorf seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.  Mr. Harding adjourned the meeting.
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