STATE OF INDIANA)

                                 SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY  )

County Auditor Joseph M. Dierdorf called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council to order on Monday, January 6, 2003, in the Commissioners’ Court Room at the Clay County Indiana Courthouse at 6:00 P.M.  Council members present were Les Harding, Mike McCullough, Warren Stevenson, Tony Dalton, Larry Moss, Rita Rothrock, and Mark Dierdorf.  Mr. Joseph M. Dierdorf led the meeting in the Pledge to Allegiance to the Flag Of the United States of America.  Auditor Dierdorf made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Mr. Joseph Dierdorf opened the floor to nominations for President of the County Council.  Mr. Stevenson nominated Mr. Harding.  Mr. McCullough moved the nominations be closed.  Mr. Stevenson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.  Mr. Joseph Dierdorf turned the meeting over to Mr. Harding.

Mr. Harding opened the floor to nominations for the office of Vice-President.  Mr.  Moss nominated Mr. Stevenson.  Mrs. Rothrock nominated Mr. McCullough.  Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved the nominations be closed.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion .  Motion passed 7-0.  A vote by ballot was requested.  Mr. Joseph Dierdorf tallied the votes.  Result of the vote was Mr. McCullough, four votes, Mr. Stevenson, 3 votes.  Mr. McCullough was elected Vice-President.

Mr. Harding asked that the Council continue the practice of opening the meeting with a prayer.  Mr. Harding then led the meeting in prayer,

IN THE MATTER OF MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to approve the minutes from the previous meeting.  Mr. Stevenson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS


COUNCIL APPOINTMENT TO THE ABC BOARD

Mr. McCullough moved to re-appoint Guy Dickerson as the Council’s representative.  Mr. Mark Dierdorf seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.


COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE TO WCIEDD

Mr. McCullough moved that Mark Dierdorf and Larry Moss be appointed to represent the Council on the WCIEEDD board.  Mr. Dalton seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.


COUNCIL APPOINTMENT TO PTA/BOA

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved that Gerald Hardesty be re-appointed to the board.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF Additional Approiations

The following was read in its entirety:



COUNTY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Whereas, It has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:

Sec.1.
Be It Ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated out of the funds names and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

Aye
Nay

GENERAL

Commissioners

SWCD Employee
22,000.00

    7             
Jail Project Coordinator
   8,000.00


   7 

Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 6th day of January, 2003, by the following AYE and NAY vote:

AYE


   Leslie E Harding /s/                                   

   Michael D McCullough /s/                         

   Tony Thomas Dalton /s/                             

   Warren E Stevenson /s/                              

    Larry J Moss /s/                                          

    Mark L Dierdorf /s/                                 _

    Rita E Rothrock /s/__________________


MEMBERS OF CLAY COUNTY COUNCIL

ATTEST:

   Joseph E Dierdorf /s/                                 

Clay County Auditor

Mr. Sonny Zurcher appeared before the Council Representing the Soil and Water Conservation District regarding their request for a new technical position.  Mr. Zurcher gave a very through explanation of the current situation at SWCD, the need for the additional position, and the expected results and benefits to the county.  One of the purported advantages of this position involves procuring potential grant money for the county.  The Council expressed concern regarding a very tight budget year and additional appropriations to the budget.  It was also stated that the community could benefit from extra funds brought back into the community.

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved that the position be funded for one year.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Mr. Harding explained that the request for a Jail Coordinator was to have been paid from the New Jail Construction Fund.  The new jail construction fund was established with surplus CAGIT funds issued from the State Budget Agency in 2002.  Mr. McCullough asked if the request was from County General Funds or the Jail Fund.  The discussion centered on the proper number of the fund and if the proper steps had been taken to establish the authority to appropriate funds from the New Jail Construction fund.  The Council believed that the proper steps had not yet been taken.  The consensus of the Council was that the proposed appropriation be denied and it be brought forth again at a later meeting.

Mr. McCullough moved to deny the $8,000.00 proposed appropriation and suggest that the proposal be brought back, in proper form, at the next Council meeting.  Mr. Stevenson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

The following was read in its entirety:

ORDINANCE 1-2003
AMENDED SALARY ORDINANCE

An ordinance setting compensation for certain County Employees for the year of 2003.

Be it ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana as follows:

GENERAL










AYE

NAY

Commissioners

SWCD Employee



$ 22,000.00
Yearly


   7




Circuit Court

GAL/CASA




$      307.69
Bi-Weekly

   7




HIGHWAY

Mechanic





$        14.50
Hourly


   7




REASSESSMENT

Reassessment Deputy



$ 20,750.00
Yearly


   7




Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 6th day of January 6, 2003



AYE

   Leslie E Harding /s/                                   

   Michael D McCullough /s/                         

   Tony Thomas Dalton /s/                             

   Warren E Stevenson /s/                              

    Larry J Moss /s/                                          

    Mark L Dierdorf /s/                                 _

    Rita E Rothrock /s/__________________


MEMBERS OF CLAY COUNTY COUNCIL

ATTEST:

   Joseph E Dierdorf /s/                                 

Clay County Auditor

Mr. Moss moved to approve the SWCD employee at $22,000. per year.  Mr. Mark Dierdorf seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Mr. McCullough moved to approve the GAL/CASA bi-weekly salary.  Rita Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Mr. Ron Chamberlain appeared to explain the adjustment to the County Highway’s Mechanics pay rate.  The Highway had hired a new mechanic at a rate higher than previously approved rate.  He further explained that the new mechanic would be paid at a rate of $10.35 per hour, lower that the maximum they were seeking through this adjustment.

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to approve the proposed Mechanic’s hourly rate at the County Highway Department.  Mr. Dalton seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0..

Mr. McCullough contacted Mr. Boyd via telephone to gain further information regarding the change to the Reassessment Deputy’s position.  Mr. Boyd relayed that, during the budget process, somehow the position was changed from a full time position to a daily, part time position.  His request would rectify the situation.

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to approve the adjustment to the Reassessment Deputy’s position.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Mr. McCullough moved to suspend the rules to pass the ordinance on first reading.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Mr. Stevenson moved to accept Clay County Ordinance 1-2003.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNING THE MEETING
Mr. McCullough moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Dalton seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.  Mr. Harding adjourned the meeting.
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Clay County Council

Attest __________________________________

Clay County Auditor

