STATE OF INDIANA) 

                              SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY  )

County Council President Les Harding called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council to order on Monday, February 3, 2003, in the Commissioners’ Court Room at the Clay County Indiana Courthouse at 6:00 P.M.  Council members present were Les Harding, Mike McCullough, Warren Stevenson, Tony Dalton, Larry Moss, and Rita Rothrock.

President Harding led the meeting in the Pledge to Allegiance to the Flag Of the United States of America and Mr. Stevenson led the meeting in prayer.  Auditor Joseph Dierdorf made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Mr. Harding announced that the minutes of the January 2003 meeting were not yet prepared and would be mailed to the Council and acted upon at the next meeting of the County Council, if there were no objections.  Hearing no objections the meeting proceeded.

IN THE MATTER OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING DATES FOR 2003

Mr. Harding announced that due to the many changes that had taken place from 2002 to 2003, the Council had neglected to approve the regular meeting dates for the Council for 2003 during the January 2003 meeting.

Ms. Rothrock moved to establish the Council regular meeting dates as presented.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.

CLAY COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING DATES

2003

January 6, 2003

February 3, 2003

March 3, 2003

April 7, 2003

May 5, 2003

June 2, 2003

July 7, 2003

August 4, 2003

September 2, 2003

October 6, 2003

November 3, 2003

December 1, 2003

IN THE MATTER OF THE 2003 COUNTY COUNCIL BUDGET HEARING DATES

Mr. McCullough moved that the 2003 Budget Hearings be held on September 2, 3, 4, 2003.  Mr. Dalton seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.

IN THE MATTER OF Spending Requirements of the New Jail Construction FUND

Mr. Harding explained that an ordinance was needed to be enacted by the County Council to allow the appropriation of funds from the New Jail Construction Fund.

The following was read in its entirety:

Ordinance 2-2003

An Ordinance Designating Spending Requirements of the New Jail Construction Fund

Be it Ordained by the Common Council of Clay County, Indiana, that:


The Clay County Council shall approve or disapprove all appropriations of the New Jail Construction Fund.


All appropriations requested of and approved by the Clay County Council shall directly relate to the planning, construction, and engineering of the Jail now being considered for construction.


All appropriations shall be considered by the Clay County Council in the same manner as provided by IC 6-1.1-18-5.  Notice of the meeting of the County Council at which the proposed appropriations will be considered shall state the time and place at which the hearing will be held and given once at least (10) days before the date fixed for the meeting.


This ordinance takes effect immediately upon passage.


Ordained and established this  3rd 
 day of 
February
, 2003.



Aye






Nay

Leslie E Harding /s/









Michael D McCullough /s/








Tony Thomas Dalton /s/








Warren E Stevenson /s/








Larry Moss /s/









Rita E Rothrock /s/









Members of County Council


Members of County Council

Attest:

Joseph M Dierdorf /s/


Clay County Auditor

Mr. McCullough moved to suspend the rules and approve the ordinance on first reading.  Mr. Stevenson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.

Mr. Moss moved to approve Ordinance 2-2003, as am ended.  Mr. McCullough seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE CLAY COUNTY JAIL

Sheriff Robert Carter appeared before the Council to discuss the current County Jail.  Sheriff Carter brought the Council up to date concerning the status regarding litigation from the past, as well as recent developments with the ACLU and others.  Sheriff Carter suggested that some type of meeting be held to inform everyone of all of the conditions that exist and could affect the future direction Clay County takes in addressing the issue.  Mr. Harding, and the Council as a whole, agreed with the suggestion and will work toward setting up a meeting.

IN THE MATTER OF ADDITIONAL APPROPIRATIONS

The following was read in its entirety:


COUNTY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Whereas, It has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:

Sec.1.
Be It Ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated out of the funds names and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

Aye


Nay

GENERAL

Clerk

Deputy
1,750.00

                   
Commissioner

CCEDO
8,000.00

                   
HEALTH

Office Furniture
2,500.00

                   
AVIATION

Master Plan
3,500.00

TABLED    
SURVEYOR CORNERSTONE

Equipment
1,000.00

                   
PROSECUTOR DEFERRAL

Law Enforcement Services
15,600.00

                   
Law Enforcement Services
  4,300.00

                   
Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 3rd day of February, 2003, by the following AYE and NAY vote:







AYE

NAY

       Leslie E Harding /s/                               
                                                                   

       Michael D McCullough /s/                     
                                                                   

        Tony Thomas Dalton /s/                        
                                                                   

        Warren E Stevenson /s/                         
                                                                   

         Larry J Moss /s/                                   
                                                                   

         Rita Rothrock /s/                                
                                                                   

MEMBERS OF CLAY COUNTY COUNCIL

ATTEST:

    Joseph M Dierdorf /s/                                

Clay County Auditor

County Clerk Mary Brown appeared before the Council to discuss the additional appropriation for the Clerk’s office.  Two employees left the County’s employment at the end of 2002.  The additional funds are being requested to pay for the additional training required to train new employees and also to pay for the earned vacation pay from 2002, which was paid in 2003.

Mr. Stevenson moved to approve the additional appropriation.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.

Mr. Mike Lawson appeared on behalf of the Clay County Economic Development Organization.  Mr. Lawson explained that CCEDO had missed the deadlines for inclusion into the 2003 County Budget, and appreciated the opportunity to come before the Council to address the issue.  Mr. Gordon Ayer, part-time Director of CCEDO, also appeared to update the Council regarding the efforts of the organization to enhance economic development in the county.  The emphasis of CCEDO had been on the marketing aspect of the county.  It was mentioned that the County had been funding the group for the past four or five years.

Mr. McCullough moved to approve the request.  Ms. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.

Joyce Vinson appeared to discuss the needs of the County Health Department due to the office’s move to the hospital complex from the Court House.  The need for reception room furniture at the new site had not been factored into the planning of the move.  Mr. Harding, for the benefit of the new Council members, asked for verification of where the funds were being appropriated from; County General or the Health Fund.  It was stated that the funds were being requested from the Health Fund and that sufficient funds were available.

Ms. Rothrock moved that the appropriation be granted.  Mr. Dalton seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.

Mr. Warren Whittington appeared to discuss the request from the Aviation Board.  The request is for a portion of the creation of a master plan.  The $3,500 request would provide a 10% match for a $35,000 master plan.  Airbill 21 is a federal Airbill that allows small airports to get money for improvements.  Mr. Whittington explained that the airport had never had a master plan in the past, and thus was unable to apply for or receive federal grant money.

The question was asked whether the funds were available in the current budget.  It was stated that no funds were budgeted for this item for 2003 in the Aviation Board budget.

Pertaining to the master plan, Mr. Whittington explained that the Board was working with a consulting firm from Indianapolis.  Mr. Whittington further explained that the $35,000 was not for the complete master plan, but rather for the site selection portion of the plan.  Mr. Harding asked if the term “site selection” indicated a second topic apart from the master plan.  Mr. McCullough asked if the Aviation Board would have a problem with tabling the request and addressing the issue at the next meeting; could there be a time restriction regarding the application?  Mr. McCullough also expressed that a positive decision by the County Council could depend on whether the Aviation Board had sufficient funds available in their current budget, rather than asking for additional funds from County General.

Mr. Stevenson moved to table the request.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.

Mr. Charles Brown appeared to explain the request from the Surveyor’s Cornerstone Fund.  Mr. Brown stated that he had tried to utilize inexpensive chairs in his office, but they had not held up to daily useage.  Also, he had used his personal digital camera until it was damaged.  He is seeking to replace two chairs and to procure a new digital camera for his office.

Mr. Moss moved that the appropriation be approved.  Ms. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.

Mr. McCullough moved to approve the two requests from Prosecutor David Thomas for funds from the Prosecutor’s Deferral Fund.  Mr. Stevenson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.

IN THE MATTER OF TRANSFERS

The following was read in its entirety:


TRANSFER

WHEREAS, It has been shown that certain existing appropriations now have un-obligated balances which will not be needed for the purpose for which appropriated and;

It Is Therefore Ordained by the aforesaid County Council that such unnecessary existing appropriations are now reduced and the money transferred to the necessary and proper appropriations in amounts as follows:

Aye
Nay

HIGHWAY

From Truck Repair

To New Equipment



18000.00
                   
PRESENTED to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 3rd  day of February, 2003, by the following Aye and Nay vote:
AYE






NAY

   Leslie E Harding /s/                        

                                                            

   Michael D McCullough /s/              

                                                            

   Tony Thomas Dalton /s/                  

                                                            

   Warren E Stevenson /s/                   

                                                            

    Larry Moss /s/                                

                                                            

     Rita Rothrock /s/                           

                                                            

MEMBERS OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL

MEMBERS OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL

ATTEST:

   Joseph M Dierdorf /s/                     

Clay County Auditor

Mr. Joseph Dierdorf explained that during the 2003 Budget Process, a mistake had been made in the Auditor’s Office when the final budget advertisement was made locally.  One number had been omitted on the totals, which caused the DLGF to delete all of the capital expenditures for the 2003 budget.  This transfer would allow for the payment of equipment purchased in 2003.

Mr. McCullough moved that the transfer be allowed.  Mr. Stevenson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.

Ms. Geri Husband, Clay County Emergency Management Director addressed the Council with regard to Clay County’s possible inclusion into the National Flood Insurance Program through FEMA.  Ms. Husband explained that without inclusion , by the county, in the program, subsidized flood insurance is not available to property owners.  Also, banks are not allowed to approve mortgages that are federally subsidized that include property that is located within a flood plain.

There were many questions regarding the internal working of the insurance program with regard to the lending institutions.  Ms. Husband related that most county banks have issued letters of support.  Mr. Mike Lawson, President of Riddell National Bank, was in the audience and commented on how the process affected the consumer from the bank’s perspective.  He further stated that he had issued a letter of support on behalf of his bank.  The program would certainly make the insurance more affordable to the consumer.  It was brought out that eighty-one counties in Indiana currently participate in the program.  The program inclusion also would set into place state requirements regarding how structures are designed when being built in a flood zone.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCullough moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.
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________________________________________

________________________________________

Clay County Council

Attest __________________________________

Clay County Auditor

