STATE OF INDIANA) 

                              SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY  )

County Council President Les Harding called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council to order on Monday, December 1, 2003, in the Commissioners’ Court Room at the Clay County Indiana Courthouse at 6:00 P.M.  Council members present were Les Harding, Mike McCullough, Warren Stevenson, Tony Dalton, Larry Moss, Mark L. Dierdorf, and Rita Rothrock. 

President Harding led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag Of the United States of America and Mr. Moss led the meeting in prayer.  Auditor Joseph Dierdorf made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Mr. Harding announced that the minutes from the November 2003 meeting were not quite completed and would be approved at a later date.

IN THE MATTER OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. Harding read the following in its entirety

COUNTY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Whereas, It has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:

Sec.1.
Be It Ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated out of the funds names and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

Aye
Nay

GENERAL

Commissioners


Jail Library




$  2,000.00

7
   


Bonds





$  3,500.00

7
   


Telephone




$  3,000.00

7
   


Superior Court


Remodel & Relocate



$     410.00

7
   


HIGHWAY


Undistributed



Vehicle Insurance



$15,000.00

7
   



Building Insurance



$15,000.00

7
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It was explained that the amount appropriated for the jail library was insufficient for the remainder of the year.  The County really has little control in this area due to the court order years earlier.

The bonds involved are for official bonds that the County is responsible for elected officials and is also insufficient for the remainder of 2003.
The telephone line item is the general phone bill for the court house, all offices inclusive.

Mr. McCullough moved to allow the three items under the Commissioner’s portion of the budget>  Mr. Dalton seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Superior Court Judge J. Blaine Akers had sent a letter to the Council regarding his request for $410.  He had explained that this amount had not been paid when earlier work had been performed in his court area, and had been an oversight.

Mr. Moss moved to approve the additional request.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Ron Chamberlain, County Highway Supervisor, addressed the $30,000. total request for insurance, stating that the premiums are paid in December.  He further commented that due to a clerical error in the fall of 2002, their budget had been lowered by the Department of Local Government Finance.  The highway department had transferred funds earlier in the year due to this situation and now needed to replace those funds.

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to allow the request.  Mrs. Rothrock seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.
IN THE MATTER OF TRANSFERS

President Harding read the following in its entirety:

TRANSFER

WHEREAS, It has been shown that certain existing appropriations now have unobligated balances which will not be needed for the purpose for which appropriated and;

It Is Therefore Ordained by the aforesaid County Council that such unnecessary existing appropriations are now reduced and the money transferred to the necessary and proper appropriations in amounts as follows:

COUNTY GENERAL






Aye
    Nay


Clay Circuit Court



From Public Defender



To Carpet



$  8,500.00

   




From Psychiatric Services



To Law Books



$     550.00

   



From Petit Jury



To Computer Supplies


$  1,500.00

   



From Petit Jury



To Supplies



$  3,000.00

   


Superior Court



From Petit Jury



To Computers



$  2,200.00

   

NEW JAIL CONSTRUCTION



From Professional Services



To Storage



$ 20,000.00
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Clay Circuit Court Judge Ernest Yelton appeared before the Council to explain the requests from the Circuit and Superior Courts.  The transfers to computer accounts were in preparation of the JTAC Pilot Project.
Mr. Moss moved to allow all of the requests from the Circuit and Superior Courts,  r. Stevenson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.
Commissioner’s President David Parr and Auditor Joseph Dierdorf explained the request for the New Jail Construction Fund.  This request involved re-locating the County Records stored in the former IGA building and storing them until they could be processed for more permanent storage. 

Mr. McCullough moved to allow the request.  Mr. Stevenson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.
IN THE MATTER OF OTHER BUSINESS

President Harding asked if there were any other comments.  Mr. Parr addressed several issues of County interest.  He informed the Council that the Commissioners had earlier in the day approved a new security system for the Courthouse.  He also mentioned that the Commissioners had decided to continue the contract with Athens Ambulance Service.  With regard to the new Jail, Patriot Engineering had been  selected to provide soil borings on the site of the new jail to address questions of the soil structure.

IN THE MATTER OF INVENTORY TAX, PROPOSED ORDINANCE 10-2003
At 7:00 P.M., President Harding opened the discussion regarding the 100% County reduction of the inventory tax.  He discussed the past history of the discussion on this issue up to this point in time.

Mr. Moss moved to take the proposed Ordinance 10-2003 from the table.  Mr. Stevenson seconded the motion.

President Harding asked each Council member to make any comments they wished make.

Mr. Moss stated that he felt that they had fully discussed the issue.

Mr. Stevenson stated that he had not spoken on the issue the last meeting and that maybe he should have.  He had come here tonight and was prepared to vote.

Mr. McCullough stated that he had tried to come to a result that would please everyone, and had decided that it was not possible to please everyone.  He had talked to State Senator Weatherwax, one of the authors of the original legislation, and discussed the original intention of the legislation.  He further stated that particular conversation had helped determine his position on the proposed ordinance before the Council.
State Representative Andrew Thomas stated that whatever decision the County Council made he was behind 100%.

President Harding called for the vote on proposed ordinance 10-2003.  The motion was defeated 5-2, with Mr. Moss and Mr. Stevenson voting aye.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. Rothrock moved to adjourn.  Mr. Mark Dierdorf seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.
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