STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

The July 5, 2011 regular meeting of the Clay County Commissioners was called to order by Commissioners President Charlie Brown at 9:00 a.m.  Those present included Commissioners Charlie Brown, Jack Withers, and Paul Sinders.  Also attending was Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Mary Jo Alumbaugh Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

Charlie Brown led the Pledge to the Flag, followed by prayer led by Paul Sinders. 

A motion to approve the June 6, 2011, regular meeting minutes as well as the special meeting minutes for June 10, 2011, June 14, 2011, and June 22, 2011, was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

EMA Director Bryan Husband presented the Commissioners with an emergency plan for the Courthouse.  If the Commissioners choose to approve the plan as presented, he will distribute copies to all Elected Officials and Department Heads.  Paul Sinders made a motion to approve the plan and allow Bryan to distribute same to all Elected Officials, and Department Heads.  The motion was seconded by Jack Withers and passed with 3 ayes.
Bryan reported that the Federal Grant monitoring held on June 28, 2011 went well.

IN THE MATTER OF ORDINANCE 13-2011 PLAT BOOK FEE
Attorney Eric Somheil read the following in its entirety:

ORDINANCE 13-2011

PLAT BOOK FEE
WHEREAS, Indiana Code 36-2-9-18(d) now reads:

“The legislative body of a county may adopt an ordinance authorizing the auditor to collect a fee in an amount that does not exceed five dollars ($5) for each: (1) deed; or (2) legal description of each parcel contained in the deed; for which the auditor make a real property endorsement.  This fee is in addition to any other fee provided by law.  The auditor shall place revenue received under this subsection in a dedicated fund for use in maintaining plat books.”

WHEREAS, The Board of Clay County Commissioners, the legislative body of Clay County, Indiana, is desirous of adopting such an ordinance to enact the fees under 36-2-9-18(d)(2).”

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Clay County Commissioners that the auditor of Clay County shall collect a fee of Five Dollars ($5.00) for the legal description of each parcel contained in the instrument of transfer, which fee shall be in addition to any other fee provided by law.  That the auditor of Clay County shall place revenue received under this Subsection in a dedicated fund for the use in maintaining the plat books of Clay County, Indiana.

This Ordinance shall become effective on July 5, 2011.

Effective July 5, 2011, presented to the Clay County Commissioners, and passed on first reading, and adopted this    5th      of July, 2011.
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A motion to suspend the rules and pass on first reading was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

A motion to approve Ordinance 13-2011 was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER RESCUE SHELTERS AND ANIMAL CONTROL IN COUNTY
Jon Nicoson presented the Commissioners with a petition requesting an animal control ordinance by the Commissioners.  He further stated that there are no less than nine places housing dogs with no regulation.
LeAnn Rhodes appeared before the Commissioners and stated that several persons gave her information that many animals are being killed at 1 shelter.  She encouraged everyone to go to these shelters and contact the owners to view firsthand the conditions.  She encouraged the Commissioners to visit internet sites to review the state requirements for animal shelters.  Anita Hightshoe provided a report of the known not for profit shelters in Clay County.
Charlie Brown assured the group that they would like to begin to address this matter.  He would like to develop an ordinance that would fit Clay County.

Eric Somheil will review other Ordinances presently in place in other counties, and cities.

Paul Sinders concurred that we don’t want to reinvent the wheel, and further recommended that Ms. Rhodes give her presentation to the Brazil Council.  Then we can work together with the city to develop a program.

Several other taxpayers spoke on the issue, citing shelter owners bringing in out of state animals, and advising that they have given all this information to the City during their consideration of contract with the shelter that they presently use.

Charlie Brown then confirmed with Attorney Somheil that access to a privately owned facility is not allowed.  Deputy Rob Gambill confirmed that and further stated that a search warrant would be needed to enter private property.

Owen County resident Dennis Shane spoke about his rescue operation in Owen County, and agreed there did need to be regulations.  He does trade dogs with out of state rescue operations and does put down dogs that cannot be adopted.

Paul Sinders again requested that the petition and presentation be made to the Brazil City Council.  Charlie Brown requested all information on preparing an ordinance be submitted to him in writing, and Eric will review and present his findings at the August meeting.
IN THE MATTER OF ADLER ENERGY

Paul Sinders requested of Eric Somheil information on the Adler Energy road usage agreement.  Adler is presently using county roads without presenting a bond as previously requested.  Eric will notify Adler Energy that they are to be present at the August meeting.

IN THE MATTER OF APPOINTMENT

WCIEDD has requested an appointment to the Clay County Economic Development Board, but  there was some confusion about the request.  This will be placed on the August agenda upon clarification.

IN THE MATTER OF IDOT CONTRACTS ON BRIDGE 84 AND BRIDGE 1

INDOT requested the Commissioners approve a Project Coordination Contract for Bridge 84, and a Project Coordination Contract for Bridge 1.

A motion to approve was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF SPEED AND WEIGHT LIMITS ON COUNTY ROADS

Charlie Brown brought up the issue of a speed limit on CR 950N.  He would like to see a speed limit set and posted before school begins, and suggested 35MPH.  
Deputy Rob Gambill suggested a speed limit of 30MPH for most county roads, especially gravel roads.  Deputy Gambill reported that manpower is down but their department is implementing special deputies and reserves to do traffic enforcement in the future.

Paul Sinders stated he had no objection to a speed limit and will drive the road and the issue should be placed on the August agenda.

Charlie then suggested that a weight limit be placed on CR300E of 10 ton.  He also indicated that the Commissioners need to look into weight limits on all county roads.

Paul Sinders agreed that CR 300E needs a weight limit but only on 1.6 miles from US 40 to Pinckley Street.  This will also be added to the August agenda.

IN THE MATTER OF EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE 

Paul Sinders reported that he had been contacted by Cathy Dunn who pointed out that the deductible amounts had been raised effective July 1, 2011, but the plan year itself is January 1, 2011 through December 31, 2011.  Raising the deductible in the middle of the plan year could cause a problem.

Paul Sinders made a motion to raise the deductible for individuals from $500 to $600, and families from $1500 to $1800 effective January 1, 2012 with all other changes to remain the same.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers, and carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
Randy Staley appeared before the Commissioners to report that there remain ongoing problems with the Health Department Sanitarian regarding the septic soil surveys.  Charlie Brown stated that he is working with the Health Board President Rick Rodgers to try to resolve this.

Les McVicar of CR 1300S asked the Commissioners to make a motion to chip and seal his road before school begins.  The limestone dust is creating a health problem and there is a danger from flying rocks.  
Jack Withers informed Mr. McVicar that funds are not available to keep the road up.  He suggest that he look into having the road oiled.  Charlie and Paul will visit the road and attempt to resolve the problem before school begins.

There being no other business, a motion to adjourn was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
  








___________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Board of Commissioners of Clay County
Attest:
_____________________________
Clay County Auditor
