STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

The February 7, 2011 regular meeting of the Clay County Commissioners was called to order by Commissioners President at 9:00 AM.  Those present included Commissioners Charlie Brown, Jack Withers, and Paul Sinders.  Also attending was Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Mary Jo Alumbaugh Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

Charlie Brown led the Pledge to the Flag, followed by prayer led by Paul Sinders. 

Charlie Brown then took a moment to thank all of the people who worked hard to maintain safety and clean roads during the recent ice storm.

A motion to approve the January 3, 2011, January 19, 2011, and January 31, 2011 minutes was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF 2011 APPOINTMENTS 
Paul Sinders asked that the following be entered into the minutes:
In 2009, we activated the Clay County Economic Commission and made appointments to the Commission.  This Commission had been inactive.  

We should have followed up with making appointments last year which we failed to do.  So, today we want to bring the Commission members up-to-date.

Since we were beginning the Economic Commission anew, State Statute dictated the length of the first appointments.  These terms were for 1, 2, and 3 year.  Three members compose the Economic Commission.

In 2009, we appointed Stacy Gibbons, representing the City of Brazil, for one year.  Tom Ames, on behalf of the County Council was appointed for 2 years, and Bill Sisson, on behalf of the Commissioners, was appointed for 3 years.
According to State Statute, once we have made the initial appointments, each appointment thereafter is to be for 4 year appointment.

The City of Brazil is recommending Stacy Gibbons be reappointed on their behalf, and the County Council is recommending Tom Ames on their behalf.

Also, we need to appoint an attorney as well.  The attorney was also appointed for one year originally.

With all of this information in mind and what is dictated by State Statute, Mr. President, I make a motion that-

1. We appoint Stacy Gibbons for a four year term effective January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2013.

2. We appoint Tom Ames for a four year term effective January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2014.

3. We appoint Eric Somheil as the attorney for a four year term effective January, 2010 to December 31, 2013.

I have spoken with each of these individual and they are willing to accept their appointment.

Also Bill Sisson’s original term does not expire until the end of this calendar year.

The motion was seconded by Jack Withers, and carried with 3 ayes.

Veteran Service Office Mike Holland has submitted a certificate of appointment which needs to be returned to the State Veterans Office.

A motion to sign the certificate was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF HIGHWAY PREVENTATIVE PROGRAM

Walt Moore appeared before the Commissioners to question their use of a preventative plan for the Highway Department.  Previous inquiries indicated to him that no such plan was in place.  He has met with the Highway Supervisor, as well as Charlie Brown, and is now satisfied that a preventative program will be utilized in the future.

IN THE MATTER OF COMMISSIONERS CERTIFICATE SALE

The following resolution was read by Eric Somheil:

RESOLUTION 2-2011

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE INTENT TO CONDUCT A COMMISSIOER’S SALE TO SELL TAX SALE CERTIFICATES FOR PROPERTIES THAT ARE SEVERELY DELINQUENT IN PAYMENT OF PROPERTY TAXES.

WHEREAS, there are several properties in Clay County that are severely delinquent in the payment of property taxes, having been offered for tax sales and which received no bids equal to or in excess of minimum sale price.  The parcel numbers of those properties being attached to this resolution as “Exhibit A”, and 

WHEREAS, there is an assessed value associated with these properties for taxation purposes, but not taxes are being collected, therefore causing a lower than expected tax distribution to those taxing units and taxing districts with which the properties are located, and

WHEREAS, the Clay County Commissioners desire to have these properties back on the tax rolls with taxes being collected, and

WHEREAS, Indiana Statute, IC 6-1.1-24-6 through IC 6-1.1-24-6.4 allows for the County Commissioners to acquire a lien on those delinquent properties and receive issuance of the tax sale certificates for those properties, without taking title to the properties, therefore limiting the liability and cost normally associated with taking title.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Clay County Board of Commissioners that the County Executive shall acquire liens and receive tax sale certificates of the properties listed on “Exhibit A” that are severely delinquent and sell said certificates at a properly advertised Commissioner Tax Certificate Sale.

Adopted this 7th day of February, 2011.


Charlie Brown /s/




Charlie Brown, Member Board of Commissioners


Paul Sinders /s/




Paul Sinders, Member Board of Commissioners


Jack Withers /s/




Jack Withers, Member Board of Commissioners

ATTEST:
Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/


Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Clay County Auditor
A motion to approve Resolution 2-2011 was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

The sale will be held on April 14, 2011, at 10:00 a.m.

IN THE MATTER OF 2010 ANNUAL REPORT
Erica Stallcop, 1st Deputy Auditor appeared before the Commissioners with the completed 2010 Annual Financial Report.  This report will be advertised on Wednesday, February 2, 2011.  Copies were furnished to the Commissioners.

IN THE MATTER OF CONTRACT WITH DEPUTY HEALTH OFFICER

A contract to retain Dr. Craig Johnson as the Deputy Health Officer was presented for signature by the Commissioners.  A motion to approve was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF ROAD SIGNAGE INVENTORY GRANT

A letter of intent to apply for a Federal Grant to inventory road signage was proposed for signature by the Commissioners.  This is a 90%/10% grant.  A motion to proceed was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF ROAD CUT AND BORE FOR CENTERPOINT WATER PROJECT

Lindsey Glover of Hannum Wagle & Cline appeared before the Commissioners with a request to cut 

CR 600N and bore CR 200E in order to install a water line for the Centerpoint water project.  CR600N will need to be cut due to the involvement of fiber optic lines in that area.  It is necessary to get this project going, since the bidding will take place in March, and all cost of bonding must be included in the bidders costs.  

Paul Sinders made a motion to allow necessary cut on CR 600N and boring on CR 200E with the posting of a $100,000.00 four year bond, with the stipulation with the stipulation that the roads be restored to as good as or better condition.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

Lindsey will send revised agreement to Eric to review and he will obtain signatures of Commissioners.

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTYWIDE ROAD BOND FOR ADLER ENERGY

John Johnson of Adler Energy appeared before the Commissioners with the request to obtain a road bond to allow his trucks to use roads countywide.  They have been unable to use presently bonded CR 600N on a few occasions due to tree trimming and other closings, and have had to use CR 500N and CR 700N, which they are not bonded to use.

Adler suggested posting a $500,000.00 bond to cover a countywide access to all roads.  Commissioners Sinders stressed that Adler driver’s still be required to CR 600N as their regular route.  Eric Somheil stated that the most direct access provision be included in the bond.  Mr. Johnson will furnish Eric with the bond to review.

A motion to allow a $500,000.00 countywide bond was made by Charlie Brown and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF REIN

Pat Wilkinson from REIN and Jim Coffenberry of WCIEDD appeared before the Commissioners.  The REIN group is in the process of a Community Center project for Harrison Township, which they have been working on for the past three years.

Jim presented a letter of intent to apply for a Focus Fund Grant, and requested the Commissioners sign the letter.  The grant request must be submitted by the County, since the project benefits all of Harrison Township.  
A motion to approve the letter of intent was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF REQUEST TO VACATE EASEMENT IN BELL MAGER & OEHLER SUBDIVISION

Ken Sproul appeared before the Commissioner’s asking them to help get a utility easement removed from his lot in Crestwood Estates.  The easement line on the original survey shows under the Sproul home.  This easement has never been used for utilities, and the home is sitting on top of the easement.  This must be removed before Sproul can complete a refinance of the home.

Eric Somheil stated that he would need to research this, and believed all property owners would need to sign a release.  This would be similar to an alley closing.  Eric will research and advise.

IN THE MATTER OF SALE OF 1994 DODGE VAN

The following sealed bids were opened:


Tom and Linda Graham
$450.00


Anthony Foster
$500.00

A motion to accept the bid of $500.00 from Anthony Foster was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF HAVEL MAINTENANCE CONTRACT JAIL & COURTHOUSE
The Havel maintenance contracts were presented for renewal.  The question of whether or not the radio tower generator was included in the maintenance was raised.  Paul stated that he would like to postpone renewal until this question had been answered, and requested this be placed on the March agenda.
IN THE MATTER OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Emergency Management Director Bryan Husband appeared before the Commissioners to report that the ice storm had resulted in no need to open a shelter.  In order to receive any reimbursement for costs of the storm, the cost must reach over $80,000.00 loss before qualifying.  He has solicited costs from all agencies, but it is unlikely that it will be that much.

The Indiana Department of Homeland Security is requesting that Clay County be the pass through County for their grant for aerial photography for the State.

Bryan also needs a letter from the Commissioners to transfer his present cell phone number to a new plan with a phone that will allow access to his email, and text messaging.

The EMA Advisory Council, which is required by Federal Law needs to become more active, and Bryan asked the Commissioners to encourage members of that Council to participate in 2011. 
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
There being no other business, a motion to adjourn was made by Jack Wither, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
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_____________________________________

Board of Commissioners of Clay County
Attest:
_____________________________
Clay County Auditor
