STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

The December 6, 2010 regular meeting of the Clay County Commissioners was called to order by President Charles Brown at 9:00 AM.  Those present included Commissioners Charlie Brown, Jack Withers, and Paul Sinders.  Also attending was Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Mary Jo Alumbaugh Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

Charlie Brown led the Pledge to the Flag, followed by prayer led by Paul Sinders. 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Jack Withers made a motion to approve the minutes from the November 1, 2010 regular meeting . The motion was seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried with 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF BRIDGE 1 & BRIDGE 84
Scott Kluesner of Beam Longest & Neff appeared before the Commissioners with Right of Way Requests for the Commissioners to approve for Bridge 1.  Attorney Somheil pointed out that the requested Mr. Kluesner has submitted were for Bridge 84, and had already been approved, and the right of way acquisitions were complete.  He will need to furnish the Commissioners with the correct paperwork at the next meeting
Mr. Kluesner then requested the Commissioner’s signature on the Rule 5 permit and the letter to the State for the Bridge 84 Right of Way acquisition.  Mr. Brown signed the documents and Mr. Kluesner took the originals for submission to the state.  No copies were furnished to the Auditor for the Bridge 84 file.

IN THE MATTER OF 2011 APPOINTMENTS

Charlie Brown made a motion to appoint Robert Longo to the Alcoholic Beverage Commission for 2011, motion seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

Paul Sinders made a motion to appoint Eric Wyndham to the Brazil City Plan Commission for four years, seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

Charlie Brown made a motion to appoint Rick Rodgers, DVM, and John Rissler to the Health Board for a four (4) year term, to expire 12/31/2014, seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

 Jack Withers made a motion to retain Eric Somheil as the Attorney for the Commissioners, seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

Jack Withers made a motion to retain Paul Sinders as the Commissioners representative to the Personnel Administration Committee, seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
Paul Sinders made a motion to appoint Charlie Brown to the West Central Indiana Economic Development District, seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

Jack Withers made a motion to appoint Charlie Brown to the Western Indiana Private Industry Council, seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

A motion to approve the Meeting dates, payroll dates, Holiday/Closing schedule, and claims dates as submitted was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF NEW BACKHOE FOR HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Charlie Brown requested approval from the body to solicit quotes for the Highway Department to purchase a new backhoe.  He will work with the Highway Supervisor to put together specifications, and solicit quotes from three vendors.

A motion to approve the solicitation of quotes for a new backhoe was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

Quotes will be received until 4:00 p.m. on December 30, 2010, in the Auditor’s office.  Quotes will be opened at 10:00 a.m. on January 3, 2011.

IN THE MATTER OF MIDWEST GAS

Vickie Chamberlain, Ron Chamberlain, and John Bradshaw appeared before the Commissioners to express their concern over Midwest Gas installing new equipment for their underground natural gas storage, which is close the Chamberlain and Bradshaw property.  The property owners claim they were never given notice of this installation, and there is a potential for excessive noise, and some IDEM pollution problems to arise from said installation.

They asked the Commissioners to send a letter to IDEM, requesting a hearing be held locally, so that property owners have a chance to ask questions, and be fully informed of the impact of the new equipment on them.

The Commissioners instructed their Attorney to send a letter to IDEM with this request.

IN THE MATTER OF CLAY CITY LICENSE BRANCH

Paul Sinders reported that the equipment will be removed from the building December 30, 2010. All services will be cancelled effective December 30, 2010.  The Branch Manager has been notified of termination effective December 31, 2010.

A motion to close the Clay City License Branch effective December 31, 2010 was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF COPIER LEASE BY COUNTY CLERK

County Clerk Vickie Wheeler appeared before the Commissioner with a request to lease a copier for use in the Circuit Court Clerk office.  The lease would be for sixty (60) months. The funding for this copier will be reimbursed 66.6% through IV-D Child Support funds.  She has only one working copier for three offices.  

A motion to allow pending review and approval of the Commissioners attorney was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.  
IN THE MATTER OF EMA
Emergency Management Director Bryan Husband appeared before the Commissioners with his Assessment Grant for approval.  This grant for bonus dollars is based on work done by the Director.  The funds are to be used for non budgeted items.

A motion to approve the submittal of the grant was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

The Critical Infrastructure Grant has been used to upgrade the internet cable, and the remaining funds will be used to install the generator for the courthouse.

On December 18, 2010 the LEPC will hold a communications exercise.

IN THE MATTER OF 2011 HUMANE SOCIETY CONTRACT

Anita Hightshoe of the Humane Shelter approached the Commissioners to extend the current contract into 2011.  Attorney Somheil informed Ms. Hightshoe that she will need to have a new contract prepared containing all of the appropriate dates for 2011.  She will return to the January meeting for approval, and will furnish the corrected contract to the Commissioners and the attorney prior to the meeting.

IN THE MATTER OF HIGHWAY BIDS FOR 2011

The material bids for the Clay County Highway were opened at this time.

These bids appear at the end of the minutes.

A motion to take all bids under advisement was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL TO SUBMIT COMMUNITY CORRECTION GRANT FY 2012-2013
Mary Brown, Executive Director of Community Corrections appeared before the Commissioners, requesting they sign a letter of endorsement of the request for their fiscal year 2012-2013 funding.  She also informed the body that her department was pursuing moving from the Courthouse to a separate facility.

A motion to sign the proposed letter was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF ROAD CUTS & BORING FOR JASONVILLE WATER PROJECT

Lindsey Glover and Project Engineer John Query, of Hannum, Wagle & Cline Engineering appeared before the Commissioners to present the need to cut intersections and bore in the right of way of county road 1100S to county road 1375S.

Charlie Brown expressed his concern over cuts to the road and requested that only bores be made, if possible.  He also explained that a previous project had severely damaged the edge of the road when the installation of lines undercut the road.

Mr. Query acknowledged that due to limited right of way along the road that undercutting would occur, but their plans provided for all right of way undcutting to be reinforced with hot mix asphalt.  Since this is a chip and seal road, the asphalt would more than stabilize the road edge.

Charlie Brown specified that he wants the Highway Engineer to approve all restoration, and Paul Sinders would like a minimum of a four (4) year road bond for the approximate distance of 2.5 miles in the amount of $100,000.

Mr. Query will talk to the contractors about the Commissioners requests, and will return in the spring with the application for approval.
IN THE MATTER OF JERRY STEARLEY

Jerry Stearley appeared before the Commissioners again asking them to build Co. Rd. 100E, to allow access to his property.

Attorney Somheil, along with Charlie Brown told Mr. Stearley that they had no comment.  Mr. Somheil indicated he would speak privately with Mr. Stearley outside the meeting.

IN THE MATTER OF CHANGE ORDERS ON HARMONY ROAD PROJECT

Tim Daggy of Butler Fairman & Seufert Engineering submitted by mail an INDOT Change Order for a final adjustment of quantities which have either overrun or underrun a planned quantity.  This particular change order addresses underruns of 2 items and will show negative quantities for the purpose of balancing out contract monies.  No funds are involved with these documents.  Signatures are required from the LPA since it is a federal LPA project
After much discussion, Paul Sinders made a motion to approve change order #3 as proposed.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers, and carried with 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
Paul Sinders took the opportunity to thank his fellow Commissioners, as well as Attorney Eric Somheil and Auditor Alumbaugh for their hard work throughout the year.  He also wanted to acknowledge the County Council and their efforts.  A special thank you was given to Dolores Johnson for her work and dedication.
There being no other business, a motion to adjourn was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
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Attest:
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