STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

Charlie Brown led the Pledge to the Flag, followed with prayer by Paul Sinders.

Commissioner President, Charlie Brown called the March 2, 2009 meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 9:00 AM.  Those present included Commissioners Charlie Brown, Jack Withers, and Paul Sinders.  Also attending were Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Jack Withers made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 2, 2009 regular Meeting, and the February 23, Special Meeting. Motion seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Emergency Management Director Bryan Husband approached the Commissioners with a Homeland Security Grant in the amount of $850,000. for the district to furnish communications equipment.
Eric Somheil has not had the opportunity to review the grant.  Paul Sinders asked what the county’s obligation was, and was informed by Bryan that there was none, and the funds would be available in approximately six weeks.
Paul Sinders made a motion to accept the grant, pending approval by Attorney Somheil.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers, and passed with 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF IN WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT APPOINTMENT

Paul Sinders informed the body that the Commissioners need to make two appointments to the Indiana Workforce Development.  He has no potential candidates for appointment at this time, and the board does not meet until May.  Mr. Sinders requested that this be placed on the April agenda.
IN THE MATTER OF CLAY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS SEWER PROJECT AND USE OF RADIO TOWER
Tom Reberger of Clay Community Schools appeared before the Commissioners with a request for an easement on CR 600N and CR 100E.  They are developing a plan to connect the Jackson Township Elementary School with the Knightsville & Harmony Sewer, and feed into the Brazil City Lagoons.  The school presently has its own system with a lift station, but does not meet IDEM standards.
Kyle Miller, Engineer with Schmidt Associates, presented the Commissioner’s with information regarding the project.  He stated that they do not plan to cut the roads, but propose boring, and the installation of several manholes.  They will backfill to the county’s specifications.

Charlie Brown informed Mr. Miller that they are planning renovation of CR 100E in the next few months, and 

This project will need to be coordinated with the County’s.  The county will also require a road bond.  Mr. Reberger stated that a bond is not a problem.
Paul Sinders stated that he would support the project, as long as they work closely with the Highway Supervisor and the Commissioners.

The consensus of the Commissioners is to approve the project.  Tom Reberger will provide a formal agreement, once the project is ready to begin.

Sheriff Mike Heaton then appeared with Mr. Reberger, who requested the school be allowed to install a repeater on the county’s radio tower.  The school will need to upgrade their radios by 2011, and the cost to install their own tower could be $100,000.00.  Sheriff Heaton confirmed that there was plenty of space on the tower, and the school was willing to enter into an agreement to maintain their own equipment.
A motion approve the Clay Community School’s use of the county radio tower to install a repeater, subject to approval of a written agreement was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF EXTENSION CONTRACT SERVICES AGREEMENT
Melanie Brown of the Clay County Extension Office appeared before the Commissioners with a request to approve the Extension Contract with Purdue University for 2009.  The Funds have been appropriated for 2009.

A motion to approve the contract was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF PROCLAMATION OF AG DAYS

Paul Sinders read the following proclamation:

Proclamation
CLAY county Ag DAYS
March 19 AND 20, 2009

Whereas, Agriculture is an important  and continuing industry in Clay County, Indiana,     

                 the oldest industry in the county covering 151,590 acres of the total 228,875 acres. 

Whereas, Agriculture’s contribution to the economy of Clay County is more then    

                 60,291,000 dollars annually. 

Whereas, The growth of other industries and activities in Clay County makes more 

                 important than ever a development of a firm base of cooperation between our  

                 county’s farm families and the non-farm residents , with each group gaining and 

                 understanding these challenges. 

Whereas, Activities which promote this understanding are to be encouraged with enthusiasm 

                 and support.

Now Therefore, We do herby proclaim March 19th and 20th to be “Ag Days” throughout   

                 Clay County and urge residents to participate in the activities of these days as 

                 opportunities allow. Specifically, the Community Ag Day Dinner on the 19th at 6:30


p.m. in the 4-H Exhibit Hall and the 4th grade field day on the 20th  at the Clay



County Fairgrounds.  

~~~~~~~

Signed this second day of March, 2009
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Clay County Commissioners
   
Charlie Brown /s/


   
Paul Sinders /s/



   
Jack Withers /s/



Coordinators of Ag Days
   ___________________________

___________________________

   ___________________________

___________________________

   ___________________________

___________________________
A motion to approve the proclamation was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF NEW SHERIFF CARS

Mike Heaton reported that the new cars to be leased by the Sheriff’s Department are due any time, and the lease will need to be signed before delivery can be made.  He will also need trade in titles signed, and needs permission from the Commissioners to have this done.

A motion to allow lease to be signed, upon approval of Commissioner’s Attorney, and to sign titles of trade in vehicles,  was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

Sheriff also reported that he has been in contact with the Humane Society, and will be sitting down with their Board President, and the Shelter Manager to resolve some issues he has had with them.  If an agreement cannot be reached, he will be in contact with the Commissioner’s Attorney.

IN THE MATTER OF APPOINTMENTS

Per a letter received by Eric Somheil, the Town of Clay City is required to have an appointment made to a wage scale committee, by the Commissioners.  Their recommendation for this appointment was Roy Chenowith.
Paul Sinders made a motion to appoint Roy Chenowith to the Town of Clay City Wage Scale Committee.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers, and carried with 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF VOCA & STOP GRANTS
Susan Sneddon appeared before the Commissioners with a request to renew the above referenced grants, which have been operating in Clay County through ICGI for ten years.  The County match for these grants comes from in kind work, and providing office space.  There are no County dollars required.  All reports are the responsibility of the Prosecutors Office.
A motion to approve both the VOCA and the STOP Grant was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 2 ayes.  Mr. Withers had stepped out of the room.

IN THE MATTER OF DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY FOR REPAIR OF BRIDGE & CULVERTS
Paul Sinders stated that Bridge #245 in Lewis Twp, which was built in 1925, has suffered serious deterioration due to the June flood, and is now nonfunctional. 

Paul Sinders made a motion to declare Bridge #245 an emergency, due to public safety.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers, and carried 3 ayes.

Jack Withers then informed the body that two six and one half foot tank cars on CR 1300N have shifted due to the flooding, and have created a hazard.  The road has been closed by the highway, and repairs must be made.

Emergency Management Director Bryan Husband stated that the damage to both structures was caused by the June 2008 flood, and there are funds available to cover these damages through a Lily grant.  He will check this, and report later.

Charlie Brown made a motion to declare and emergency, due to public safety, on the CR 1300N tank cars, and replace with flatcars.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
Paul Sinders made a motion to ask United Way for financial help on the cost of both of these declared emergencies.  The request should be for the maximum amount available, and be used to reimburse Cumulative Bridge for the expenses.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers, and carried with 3 ayes.

A Special Meeting was set for March 23, 2009, at 10:00 a.m. to open quotes for the replacement of both structures.
IN THE MATTER OF BRIDGE #1

Eric Somheil presented a proposal for providing subsurface investigation services from CTL Engineering of Indiana, Inc.  The proposal is for drilling, soil sampling, laboratory testing, and foundation recommendations for the proposed bridge and roadway improvement.  The total cost plus contingency is $12,105.19.

A motion to approve the proposal was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF FINAL COMMENTS

Attorney Somheil presented the Commissioners with the proposed Technical Assistance Contract between WCIEDD and the Clay County Redevelopment Commission.  Since the funding for the agreement comes from the General Fund, the Commissioner’s have been asked to approve, prior to the Redevelopment Commission’s final approval.

Charlie Brown made a motion to allow, seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

A discussion of CR 1400S, and the Jarvis Coal usage of that road was then brought forward.  It was decided to place this item on the Special Meeting agenda for March 23, 2009, at 10:00 a.m.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
There being no other business, a motion to adjourn was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
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Board of Commissioners of Clay County
Attest:
_____________________________
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