STATE OF INDIANA  )

                            SS  )

COUNTY OF CLAY   )

Charlie Brown led the Pledge to the Flag, followed by prayer led by Paul Sinders. 
Commissioner President, Charlie Brown called the December 7, 2009 regular meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 9:00 AM.  Those present included Commissioners Charlie Brown, Jack Withers, and Paul Sinders.  Also attending were Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Auditor of Clay County, and Nancy Coleman, Clay County First Deputy Auditor who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion to approve the minutes from the November 2, 2009 regular meeting, and November 16, 2009 special meeting, was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF THE CLAY COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY ANIMAL CONTROL CONTRACT

Clay County Humane Society Board Member Bill Bell presented the Animal Control Contract between the County and his organization to the Commissioners. Attorney Eric Somheil looked over the contract and gave his approval. Mr. Bell commended the Clay County Sheriff’s Department and Local Government as a whole for their work with the Humane Society. A motion to approve the Animal Control Contract was made by Charles Brown, seconded by Jack Withers. Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
Emergency Management Director Bryan Husband brought the Commissioners up to date on HAM Radio groups in Clay County. He said a small HAM Radio group has been put together to work with the Clay County Sheriff’s Department during weather events and natural disasters. This group is strictly voluntary, and there will be no liability to the County. 
He also informed the Commissioner’s of instructional classes concerning Clay County’s Homeland Security District coming up in December. Mr. Husband asked if the Commissioner’s Courtroom would be available for use by the DNR to have a Flood Plain Map meeting and open house on January 5, 2010 at 1:00 pm. He said the DNR would notify all residents in the flood plain.

The Commissioner’s said that DNR could use the room.
IN THE MATTER OF THE AMBULANCE CONTRACT
Commissioner President Charles Brown said that the decision to award the Ambulance Contract would need to be done at a special meeting. The Executive was still investigating and discussing the issue. He apologized to all in attendance concerning this issue.
IN THE MATTER OF 2010 COMMISSIONERS MEETING DATES AND COURTHOUSE CLOSINGS

The following schedules were presented for the Commissioner’s approval for 2010;

COMMISSIONER’S MEETING SCHEDULE 

2010
COMMISSIONER’S 




COMMISSIONER’S

REGULAR MEETING




CLAIMS MEETING

9:00 AM





10:00 AM

January 4, 2010





January 25, 2010
February 1, 2010




February 22, 2010
March 1, 2010





March 29, 2010
April 5, 2010





April 26, 2010
May 3, 2010





May 24, 2010
June 7, 2010





June 28, 2010
July 6, 2010 (Tuesday)




July 26, 2010
August 2, 2010





August 30, 2010
September 7, 2010 (Tuesday)



September 27, 2010
October 4, 2010





October 25, 2010



November 1, 2010




November 29, 2010
December 6, 2010




December 27, 2010
	Claims Due
	
	    Claims Advertised
	          Claims Paid

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	01/11/10
	
	
	01/20/10
	
	
	01/25/10
	

	02/08/10
	
	
	02/17/10
	
	
	02/22/10
	

	03/15/10
	
	
	03/24/10
	
	
	03/29/10
	

	04/12/10
	
	
	04/21/10
	
	
	04/26/10
	

	05/10/10
	
	
	05/19/10
	
	
	05/24/10
	

	06/14/10
	
	
	06/23/10
	
	
	06/28/10
	

	07/12/10
	
	
	07/21/10
	
	
	07/26/10
	

	08/16/10
	
	
	08/25/10
	
	
	08/30/10
	

	09/13/10
	
	
	09/22/10
	
	
	09/27/10
	

	10/12/10
	TUESDAY
	10/20/10
	
	
	10/25/10
	

	11/15/10
	
	
	11/24/10
	
	
	11/29/10
	

	12/13/10
	
	
	12/22/10
	
	
	12/27/10
	


The following is a list of the 2010 closings and the dates on which they will be observed:

New Year’s Day


Friday



January 1, 2010

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Monday


January 18, 2010

Good Friday



Friday



April 02, 2010

Primary Election Day

Tuesday


May 4, 2010

Memorial Day


Monday


May 31, 2010

Independence Day


Monday


July 5, 2010

Labor Day



Monday


September 6, 2010

Columbus Day


Monday


October 11, 2010

General Election Day

Tuesday


November 2, 2010

Veterans’ Day


Thursday


November 11, 2010

Thanksgiving Day


Thursday


November 25, 2010

Lincoln’s Birthday


 Friday


November 26, 2010

Washington’s Birthday
           Thursday


December 23, 2010

Christmas Day


 Friday


December 24, 2010

A motion to approve the 2010 Commissioners Meeting & Claims Schedule and Courthouse Closings was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Jack Withers. Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF SYCAMORE TRAILS RC&D APPOINTMENT

A motion to appoint Hansford Mann Jr. to the Sycamore Trail RC&D Board for the period of January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2012 was made by Jack Withers, seconded by Paul Sinders. Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS

Paul Sinders made a motion to appoint Eric Somheil as Commissioners Attorney for 2010, seconded by Jack Withers. Motion carried 3 ayes.
A motion to appoint Paul Sinders to the County Personnel Committee for 2010 was made by Charles Brown and seconded by Jack Withers. Motion carried 3 ayes.

A motion to appoint Charles Brown to the WCIEDD Board for 2010 was made by Paul Sinders, seconded by Jack Withers. Motion carried 3 ayes.
Charles Brown made a motion to appoint Pete Foster as the 2010 Highway Supervisor. The motion was seconded by Jack withers. Motion Carried 3 ayes
A motion to retain Wayne Knox as the Courthouse Head Custodian for 2010 was made by Jack Withers, seconded by Paul Sinders. Motion carried 3 ayes.

Paul Sinders made a motion to appoint Bryan Husband as the Emergency Management Director for 2010. The motion was seconded by Jack Withers. Motion carried 3 ayes.

Two appointments to the Clay County Health Board were made for the period of January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2013. Charles Brown made a motion to appoint Dr. Charles French and Dr. Austin Burns to the Health Board, seconded by Jack Withers. Motion carried 3 ayes. 
IN THE MATTER OF LIBERTY NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE 

Paul Smerud, of Liberty National Life Insurance Company, gave a presentation and background of his Company. He said Liberty National had several programs that might benefit the County employees. With their program, benefits would not decrease and cost would not increase with age. If the employee leaves employment, they could take their policy with them at the same rate, and it was pre-tax. 

Auditor Alumbaugh said that the new enrollment period for any insurance was July 1st of each year. That is the only time changes or new enrollments are allowed per County policy. Ms. Alumbaugh suggested the Employee Health Fair be moved to April or May and all Insurance Companies could be invited at that time to present their products to the employees. That would give enough time for the employees to decide before the July 1st new enrollment deadline. She said it is very important to stick with our plan year. Employees choosing Section 125 plans cannot drop out until plan year is completed.
Commissioner Paul Sinders agreed that this should be presented to employees in May, possibly at the Employee Health Fair, if it can be organized by then. 
IN THE MATTER OF GRANT OPPORTUNITIES
Matthew Reed updated the Commissioners on Grant opportunities that may become available. Disaster Relief 2, attached to the rain event of 2008, may have more funds available. He described several other opportunities for Grant funds that may be coming up, but said no guidelines were available yet.
IN THE MATTER OF 2010 HIGHWAY BIDS
Attorney Eric Somheil opened and read the 2010 Highway bids which follow the minutes.

A motion to take all bids under advisement, and award at the January 4, 2010 meeting was made by Jack Withers and seconded by Paul Sinders. Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF THE 911 RECORDER AT THE SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

Sheriff Mike Heaton informed the Commissioners that the County would need to purchase a new 911 Recorder. He said Scott Hill had repaired it numerous times, but he could no longer make it work. Sheriff Heaton stated many reasons the Recorder was needed, one being for accident reports. He said the highest estimate to replace the Recorder was $30,000.00. He is not only looking into a new purchase, but possibly a lease/option would be better for the County. With a lease/option all maintenance and repair would be included. 
Attorney Eric Somheil said he would like to obtain quotes for the 911 Recorder, and Commissioner Paul Sinders said he would like to see the different pricing for a new purchase as opposed to a lease/option.

Sheriff Heaton said there are not many companies out there to get quotes from, and time is of the essence.

Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh said all that is needed is an affirmation from the Commissioners so that the Council can make the funds available.

A motion to request the Clay County Council transfer $30,000.00 for a 911 Recorder was made by Paul Sinders, second by Jack Withers. Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF THE ENERGY EFFICIENCY & CONSERVATION BLOCK GRANT
A motion to sign the Energy Efficiency & Conservation Grant was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Charles Brown. Motion carried 2 ayes, Commissioners Jack Withers being absent from room during this motion.

IN THE MATTER OF ORDINANCE 12-2009 

Attorney Eric Somheil read the following in its entirety;

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ORDINANCE No.  __12___ - 2009 

AN ORDINANCE CREATING A 4-WAY STOP AT THE INTERSECTION OF KENNEDY CROSSING AND COUNTY ROAD 950 NORTH, IN DICK JOHNSON TOWNSHIP, CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA

WHEREAS the Board of Commissioners of Clay County, Indiana, is the Executive as designed by statute; 


WHEREAS the Executive has determined that there is a need for a 4-way stop at the intersection of Kennedy Crossing and County Road 950 North, Dick Johnson Township, Clay County, Indiana, which is under the jurisdiction of the Executive;


WHEREAS the Executive has authority as to administration and maintenance of the above stated highway intersection under the provisions of I.C. 8-17; 


WHEREAS the local unit of government, as the same is defined by statute, has all powers granted by statute and all other powers necessary or desirable to conduct its affairs when not specifically granted by statute unless same are reserved to another government or are specifically denied a local unit of government;


WHEREAS there are no statutes, rules or regulations or other specific denials of the power to adopt an ordinance regulating the traffic flow upon the various highways, roads and other through-ways under the jurisdiction of the Executive and not under the specific jurisdiction of the State; and


WHEREAS an Executive which desires to implement policies and regulations consistent with its powers and duties must do so by ordinance duly adopted according to statute;


Now, therefore, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Clay, State of Indiana that the following should be and is hereby ORDAINED and adopted to accomplish such purposes and to perform the duties of the Executive in these matters, to-wit:

The intersection of Kennedy Crossing and County Road 950 North, in Dick Johnson Township, Clay County, Indiana, shall be signed with Stop Signs designating said intersection as a 4-Way stop intersection.  All persons operating a motor vehicle through said intersection shall come to a full and complete stop before entering said intersection.

A person violating this Ordinance shall be fined according to and pursuant to the schedule of fines for the violation of the Statute of the State of Indiana for the same offense.


This Ordinance shall be effective upon publication and when the stop signs as established by this ordinance are posted.   This Ordinance supercedes any prior Ordinance contrary hereto.


PASSED, ADOPTED AND ORDAINED this 7th day of December, 2009.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OF CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA

Charles Brown /s/_____________

Charles Brown

Paul Sinders_/s/______________
Paul Sinders

Jack Withers /s/ _____________

Jack Withers

ATTEST:

Mary Jo Alumbaugh_/s/_________

Mary Jo Alumbaugh

Auditor, Clay County, Indiana

A motion to accept the first reading of Ordinance 12-2009 was made by Jack Withers and seconded by Charles Brown. A discussion followed concerning the need to establish a 4-way stop at Kennedy’s Crossing and County road 950 North as soon as possible. Jack Withers withdrew his motion to accept on first reading.
A motion to suspend the rules of order, and pass on first reading was made by Jack Withers, seconded by Charles Brown. Motion carried 3 ayes. 

Jack Withers made a motion to adopt Ordinance 12-2009 Creating a 4-Way Stop at the Intersection of Kennedy’s Crossing and County road 950 North. The motion was seconded by Charles Brown. Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF THE 2010 COUNTY PAYROLL SCHEDULE

The following was presented to the Commissioners for approval;
PAYROLL DATES FOR THE YEAR 2010

PAY PERIODS




PAY DATES

12/25/09-01/07/09




01/15/10    Hourly & Daily

01/01/10-01/07/10




01/15/10    Salary

01/08/10-01/21/10




01/29/10
01/22/10-02/04/10




02/12/10
02/05/10-02/18/10




02/26/10

02/19/10-03/04/10




03/12/10
03/05/10-03/18/10




03/26/10
03/19/10-04/01/10




04/09/10
04/02/10-04/15/10




04/23/10
04/16/10-04/29/10




05/07/10
04/30/10-05/13/10




05/21/10
05/14/10-05/27/10




06/04/10
05/28/10-06/10/10




06/18/10
06/11/10-06/24/10




07/02/10
06/25/10-07/08/10




07/16/10
07/09/10-07/22/10




07/30/10
07/23/10-08/05/10




08/13/10
08/06/10-08/19/10




08/27/10
08/20/10-09/02/10




09/10/10
09/03/10-09/16/10




09/24/10
09/17/10-09/30/10




10/08/10
10/01/10-10/14/10




10/22/10

10/15/10-10/28/10




11/05/10
10/29/10-11/11/10




11/19/10
11/12/10-11/25/10




12/03/10
11/26/10-12/09/10




12/17/10
12/10/10-12/31/10




12/31/10   Salary

12/10/10-12/23/10




12/31/10   Hourly & Daily

A motion to accept the 2010 Payroll Schedule as presented by the Auditor was made by Jack Withers, seconded by Paul Sinders. Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF ECONOMIC RECOVERY ZONE BONDS
Jim Coffenberry, of WCIEDD, explained the purpose of Economic Recovery Zone Bonds. He said there are two companies in need of financing, one already operating in Clay County and one in the process of re-locating to Clay County. He said these are tax exempt bonds that can be used for re-financing and/or purchasing equipment. The funds are from stimulus money made available through the American Recovery Act, and are only available through the end of 2010. There is a total of $1.3 million that can be used for the bonds, and it can be split however the County wants to. 
The Commissioners need to declare an Economic Recovery Zone for the bonds to be issued. Clay County meets the criteria to declare the whole County as an Economic Recovery Zone. Attorney Lou Britton has offered to put the necessary information together to declare an Economic Recovery Zone for not more than $5,000.00. Mr. Britton said that instead of charging in advance, he would wait until July or August 2010 to invoice Clay County. If no Recovery Zone Bonds are issued, the County will be responsible for the cost, but if companies request a bond issue, this could be passed on to them as bond fees. It may also be possible to ask the Redevelopment Commission to use Abatement fees to help pay the legal fees, when they become available. Mr. Coffenberry said there is no obligation except designation of the Economic Recovery Zone.
Much discussion followed. Mr. Coffenberry asked the Commissioners for authorization to start the process and prepare the documents to designate all of Clay County as an Economic Recovery Zone. 

A motion to give authorization to start the process was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Jack Withers. Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
There being no other business, a motion to adjourn was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Jack Withers. Motion carried 3 ayes.
  








___________________________________

_____________________________________

Attest:








_____________________________________
                                                                                   

Board of Commissioners of Clay County
Clay County Auditor
