STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

Commissioner’s President Charlie Brown called the March 3, 2008 meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 9:00 AM. Mr. Brown opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of The United States of America, followed by prayer, led by Paul Sinders. Those present included Commissioner Paul Sinders and Commissioner Charlie Brown, and Commissioner Jack Withers.  Also attending were Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER MINUTES
Jack Withers  made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 4, 2008, regular meeting, seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY BUSINESS

Jack Withers reported that he had no response from the Aviation Board regarding their recommended appointment of Ray Jones.
A motion to approve the appointment of Ray Jones to a four year term, as the Democrat representative was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders. Motion carried 3ayes.

The Micro Vote Maintenance Agreement was presented to the Commissioners for approval.  A motion to approve was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF QUOTES FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF CULVERT

Eric Somheil read the quotes to replace a culvert on CR 100E .06miles north of CR 300N
Blackfoot Construction Co.




$  51,575.00

Sanders Construction




$  52,900.00

BLS Contractors





$  44,850.00

Charlie Brown then asked Highway Supervisor Pete Foster the cost of the flatcars which would be used in this project.  Mr. Foster answered that the cost was approximately $15,000.00.  This keeps the overall cost within the limit for quotes.
A motion to accept the quote from BLS Contractors, subject to Attorney approval, was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF REPORT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR

Emergency Management Director Bryan Husband appeared before the Commissioners, and furnished a copy of a Homeland Security Grant in the amount of $17,902.00 for GIS development in Clay County.  Scott Hill, IT Director, is putting the GIS information on the web.  This grant is a reimbursement grant, and vendors will need to be paid before claims can be submitted to the state for reimbursement.

Bryan also reported that the state has a new Homeland Security Director, Joe Wainscott.  This will be a positive move for the state.

IN THE MATTER OF SHERIFF BUSINESS

Sheriff Mike Heaton appeared before the Commissioners with information on a grant being submitted by the Clay Community Schools.  The grant is for safety in the schools, and had included a request for $75,000. per year for four years to fund a full time deputy.  The grant amount should fully fund salary, taxes, and benefits.  There is no obligation beyond the original four years.
Paul Sinders stated that he though this is a great idea and will promote cooperation between schools, and law enforcement.

Paul Sinders made a motion to sign the necessary agreements, with the understanding that all agreements are to be approved by legal counsel.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers. Motion carried 3 ayes.

Sheriff Heaton then reported that he would like to lease equipment, and fund the lease through the Federal Equitable Share Drug Forfeiture funds which his department has generated.   Due to the sensitive nature of the lease, the Sheriff would like to permission from the Commissioners to enter into a lease.  Attorney Somheil suggested that when the lease has been negotiated, that a special meeting could be called for signatures.

Paul Sinders made a motion to proceed with the lease with legal counsel review and approval, motion seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF ORDINANCE 8-2008 ESTABLISHING REDUCED SPEED LIMIT PINCKLEY STREET

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ORDINANCE No.  __8___ - 2008
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING REDUCED SPEED LIMITS ON PINCKLEY STREET FROM COUNTY ROAD 100 EAST AND EAST TO THE CLAY-PUTNAM COUNTY LINE IN CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA


WHEREAS I.C. 8-17-1-40 authorizes the county legislative body to adopt ordinances regulating traffic on any highway in the county highway system subject to I.C. 9-21.


WHEREAS I.C. 9-21-1-3(a)(11) provides that a local authority, with respect to private roads and highways under the authority’s jurisdiction, and within the reasonable exercise of the police power, may alter the prima facie speed limits authorized under I.C. 9-21-5.


WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of I.C. 9-21-5-6 on the basis of a traffic investigation and informal engineering study, the Board of Commissioners of Clay County, Indiana has determined that the reasonable and safe maximum limit on Pinckley Street from County Road 100 East and east to the Clay-Putnam county line in Clay County, Indiana should be reduced from the prima facie speed limit authorized under I.C. 9-21-5.


NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained, that the Board of Commissioners of Clay County, Indiana hereby sets the maximum speed limit for Pinckley Street from County Road 100 East and east to the county line in Clay County, Indiana to 45 miles per hour.  The Clay County Highway Superintendent shall be authorized to post and maintain speed limit signs in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance.


A person who violates this Ordinance commits a Class C infraction.


This Ordinance shall be effective upon publication and when the speed limit signs giving notice of the speed limit as established by this ordinance are posted.  


DATED this 3rd day of March, 2008.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OF CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA

__






Charles Brown

__






Paul Sinders

__






Jack Withers

ATTEST:

__






Mary Jo Alumbaugh

Auditor, Clay County, Indiana

A motion to accept first reading was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 3 ayes.  

The ordinance will now be advertised, read, and considered for passage at the April meeting.

Charlie Brown then ask if the County has the ability to prosecute and collect fines if the ordinance is passed.  Eric Somheil replied that he will need to develop a fund.  The Commissioners will need to develop their thoughts on the use of funds collected from the No Smoking, Derelict property, and speeding fines.  These could possibly be dedicated to a County Improvement Fund.

IN THE MATTER OF AG DAYS PROCLAMATION

Melanie Brown, Nathan Stoelting, and Marshall Nuckolls appeared before the Commissioners with a proclamation to be read regarding Ag Week.
Proclamation
CLAY county Ag DAYS
March 13 AND 14, 2008

Whereas, Agriculture is an important  and continuing industry in Clay County, Indiana,     

                 the oldest industry in the county covering 151,590 acres of the total 228,875 acres. 

Whereas, Agriculture’s contribution to the economy of Clay County is more then    

                 60,291,000 dollars annually. 

Whereas, The growth of other industries and activities in Clay County makes more 

                 important than ever a development of a firm base of cooperation between our  

                 county’s farm families and the non-farm residents , with each group gaining and 

                 understanding these challenges. 

Whereas, Activities which promote this understanding are to be encouraged with enthusiasm 

                 and support.

Now Therefore, We do herby proclaim March 13th and 14th to be “Ag Days” throughout   

                 Clay County and urge residents to participate in the activities of these days as 

                 opportunities allow. Specifically, the Community Ag Day Dinner on the 13th at 6:30

p.m. in the 4-H Exhibit Hall and the 4th grade field day on the 14th  at the Clay

County Fairgrounds.  

~~~~~~~

Signed this third day of March, 2008
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Clay County Commissioners
   
Charles Brown /s/


   
Paul Sinders /s/



   
Jack Withers /s/



A motion to approve was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Paul Sinders.   Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MAATER OF ORDINANCE 9-2008 PERSONNEL POLICIES HANDBOOK AMENDMENT

The following was read in its entirety:

ORDINANCE 9-2008

CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE 22-2007

PERSONNEL POLICIES HANDBOOK AMENDMENT

WHEREAS the County of Clay, Indiana is an Equal Opportunity Employer, and

WHEREAS it is the intent of Clay County, Indiana to comply with applicable Federal and State of Indiana employment laws and regulations, and

WHEREAS the County of Clay, Indiana provides Clay County employees with information about established terms and conditions of employment and employee benefits.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED AND ESTABLISHED BY THE COUNTY OF CLAY, INDIANA BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS THAT:

The following be amended from the Clay County Personnel Policy Handbook:  

Page 29, article 4.11 WORKER’S COMPENSATION, the last paragraph be deleted.

Worker’s compensation leave is considered as Family and Medical leave (FMLA) leave beginning with the first day of leave.  All FMLA leave time used counts against the employees’ twelve (12) week FMLA entitlement.

Page 20, article 4.1 VACATION, the last sentence be amended to read.

For example, an employee hired on November 1 will be eligible for one week vacation on November 1, of the following year and on January 1 for each subsequent year. 

Add the following paragraph.

When an employee becomes eligible for an additional week of vacation (as per vacation earning schedule in the Personnel Policy Handbook) the employee does not receive the additional week until they reach their anniversary hire date.  However, any employee who was, or is, hired in the Month of December will qualify for the additional week on December 1st, instead of their actual anniversary hire date.  All vacation days must be used by December 31st, regardless of when it is earned.

The above amendments of the Clay County Personnel Policies Handbook are hereby adopted this 3rd day of March, 2008; and shall be in full force on January 1, 2008; and shall supersede and repeal all existing oral or written personnel policies and procedures.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA


Charles Brown /s/
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Paul Sinders /s/




Paul Sinders


Jack Withers /s/





Jack Withers


ATTEST:


Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/


Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Auditor
A motion to suspend the rules and pass on first reading was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes

A motion to approve ordinance 9-2008 was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
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_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Board of Commissioners of Clay County
_____________________________
Attest
Clay County Auditor
