STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

Commissioner’s President Charlie Brown called the February 4, 2008 meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 9:00 AM. Mr. Brown opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of The United States of America, followed by prayer, led by Paul Sinders. Those present included Commissioner Paul Sinders and Commissioner Charlie Brown, and Commissioner Jack Withers.  Also attending were Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER MINUTES
Paul Sinders made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 7, 2008, regular meeting, and the 
January 27, 2008 special meeting.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY BUSINESS

Dale Loughmiller and Cathy Dunn of Dunn and Associates appeared before the Commissioners.  Ms. Dunn distributed the proposed benefit changes, contribution analysis, and aggregate report.
Cathy then explained the reports and proposed changes.  The aggregate report is under 80% loss ration, which means this is a good year.  However, large claims do affect the renewal rates, and we have had several large claims in the 07-08 year.  She suggested very few changes to the new year, since major changes were made last year.  Any changes considered, should be done by May 1, 2008.

Dale reported that the Employee Health Fair was a success with 53 blood draws.  He proposed having the next health fair during warmer weather, in order to have more activities for the participants.

Paul Sinders made a motion to make the Employee Health Fair an annual event, and promote it so that more employees would be encouraged to participate.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers, motion carried 3 ayes.

Auditor Alumbaugh and Deputy Erica Stallcop presented the County Annual Financial Report to the Commissioners.  A motion to approve was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
A proposal for maintenance at the Justice Center from Havel was presented to the Commissioners for approval.
Sheriff Heaton appeared before the Commissioners with a request that maintenance for the generator at the radio tower be included in the agreement.

Paul Sinders responded that he had talked to Jeff Chamberlain of Havel, and they will check on this generator, make the necessary repairs, and put together a separate proposal for this unit.

Sheriff Heaton indicated that the cost for this generator was originally covered under the 911 budget, and should still be maintained by it.

Paul Sinders stated that the maintenance contract for the justice center was the matter under consideration today, and the maintenance on the radio tower generator would be considered at a later date.  The justice center contract for maintenance was something that needed to be tried for 2008 and then evaluated to determine it’s usefulness at year end.

A motion to approve the Justice Center Maintenance Contract with Havel was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

Attorney Eric Somheil then informed the Commissioners they would need to set a date to meet with the subcontractors from the jail to talk about repairs.  Charlie expressed his desire to have Schenkel Schultz at the meeting.

Paul Sinders ask if there was an engineering defect which he wanted to address, if not, they would surely charge for the expense of attending a meeting.

Eric will set up the meeting with the HVAC and Pauly Jail, and will inform the Commissioners of the date and time.

Auditor Alumbaugh shared with the Commissioners the need for an inventory of each office.  This is necessary to be sure that all equipment is listed on the inland marine policy.

Paul Sinders made a motion to have the Auditor’s Office develop and distribute a form to each office, requiring them to inventory and report all hard goods, their cost or value, date of acquisition and disposal, and return same to Auditor for coordination with the insurance carrier annually.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers, motion carried 3 ayes.
Jerry Stearley of Jackson Township appeared before the Commissioner’s with a request to open CR 100 E.  This is an undeveloped road.  Eric Somheil replied that opening the road is not an option for the County, and would require building a bridge.  The County is not going to open the road, but could vacate.
Mr. Stearley claimed he had no access to his property if the road is vacated.  He has been requesting some help since 2004, and has been given conflicting information.
Eric Somheil replied that this County Road has never been open.  He did prepare a contract in 2004 to allow Mr. Stearley to cut trees in the right of way, but discovered that a bridge would be required to open the road.  The contract was never executed.  He has recommended that Mr. Stearley contact an attorney regarding this matter.  

Charlie Brown confirmed that the matter was in the hands of Mr. Somheil.  This was made into a motion by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

Bryan Husband, Emergency Management Director reported that he now has a new template for the LEPC ordinance and will be getting with Attorney Somheil to develop same.

The workshop with new officials held on January 29, 2008, was a success.

IN THE MATTER OF HUMANE SOCIETY

Todd Pierce of the Humane Society appeared before the Commissioners with a request that the County pass an ordinance to restrict the number of animals allowed on a property.  They need the ability to remove animals which are being mistreated.

Attorney Somheil indicated that the state has laws on the books to cover this issue.  Mr. Pierce replied that these are difficult to regulate without local involvement.

Somheil stated that the County does not have the zoning required to use the ordinance the Humane Society has proposed, and suggested he meet with Mr. Pierce to refine the ordinance to meet the County’s needs.
IN THE MATTER OF HIGHWAY STONE BIDS

Sealed bids for furnishing and delivery 50,000 tons or less of Double Washed #11 Stone were opened by Attorney Eric Somheil.


Hanson Aggregates/Putnamville Plant

Putnamville Plant

Highway Garage









F. O. B.


Delivered









Unit price


Unit price









$  6.35 net


$ 10.05 net


Lincoln Park Stone Inc.



$  9.50 net


$ 14.00 net

A motion to approve both bids was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF ORDINANCE 4-2008 NON SMOKING

The following ordinance was read for the second time in it’s entirety by Eric Somheil:

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ORDINANCE No.  __4___ - 2008 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE CLAY COUNTY COURTHOUSE CAMPUS AS A NONSMOKING AREA AND RESTRICTING SMOKING AREAS IN OTHER COUNTY BUILDINGS

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the citizens of Clay County, Indiana to encourage and foster the health and safety of the County employees and general public; 


WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Clay County, Indiana recognize and support the cessation of smoking in order to promote the health and welfare of County employees and the general public that work in and visit the Clay County Courthouse premises and other County government buildings; and 


WHEREAS the Executive has authority under the Clean Indoor Air Law as found at I.C. 16-41-37-9 to make the within restrictions. 


Now, therefore, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Clay County, Indiana as follows:

1.
“Smoking” is defined as carrying or holding of a lighted cigarette, cigar, pipe, or any other lighted smoking equipment, or the inhalation or exhalation of smoke from any lighted smoking equipment.

2.
There shall be no smoking allowed in the Clay County Courthouse or on the campus of the Clay County Courthouse which includes the four corners of the Courthouse grounds between National Avenue, Alabama Street, Jackson Street and Harrison Street.

3.
That there shall be no smoking in the building of the Clay County Justice Center or in the building of the Clay County Highway Department Garage and Office except in areas that may be designated by the Board of Clay County Commissioners as a smoking area which area shall be clearly marked as a designated smoking area.  

4.
That there shall be no smoking in any other areas of any other buildings under the control of the Board of Clay County Commissioners.   

5.
Violation of this Ordinance shall be a Class B infraction.  However, the violation is a Class A infraction if the person has at least three (3) previous unrelated judgments for violating this Ordinance within the twelve (12) months immediately preceding the violation.  

6.
This Ordinance shall be effective upon its passage and proper publication.  Resolution 2-1987 and Ordinance 2001-10 are hereby rescinded.


PASSED, ADOPTED AND ORDAINED this 4th day of February,

2008.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OF CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA

__Charles Brown /s/___________

Charles Brown

___Paul Sinders /s/



Paul Sinders

___Jack Withers /s/

_______

Jack Withers

ATTEST:

__Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/_________

Mary Jo Alumbaugh

Auditor, Clay County, Indiana

A motion to approve was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

This ordinance will be in effect upon publication and posting.
IN THE MATTER OF FURTHER COUNTY BUSINESS

Charlie Brown inquired about the status of the Pinckley Street speed limit.  Eric Somheil will need to prepare the ordinance covering the area from the Knightsville Road, east to the County Line.

A motion to have the proposed ordinance written with a speed limit of 45mph was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

Paul Sinders made a motion to appoint Jack Withers to the Sycamore Trails Resource Conservation & Development Council, seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

Paul Sinders proposed a perdiem for the Clay County Redevelopment Commission at the rate of $25.00 per meeting attended.  He suggested transferring the money from their budget line item of legal fees, which had not been used in the previous year.

A motion to approve this proposal was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

A letter from Ray Jones was introduced offering his services as a member of the Brazil Clay Aviation Board.  Paul volunteered to work with Eric to establish currents members of this board and their expiration dates.  This matter was tabled to a future meeting.

Paul asked about the status of the construction of a new tower at the Highway Garage by JOINK.  Highway Superintendent Pete Foster replied that construction should begin very soon.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
  








___________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Board of Commissioners of Clay County
_____________________________
Attest
Clay County Auditor
