STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

Commissioner’s President Charlie Brown called the November 5, 2007 meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 9:00 AM. Mr. Brown opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of The United States of America, followed by prayer by Paul Sinders.  Those present included Commissioner Charlie Brown, Commissioner Paul Sinders, and Commissioner Jack Withers.  Also attending were Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY BUSINESS
A motion was made to approve the minutes from the regular October 1, 2007,  and special October 17, 2007 and October 26, 2007 meetings by Paul Sinders and seconded by Jack Withers. Motion carried 3ayes.
The proposed Highway Bid Specs for 2008 were presented, and reviewed by the Commissioners.  A motion to accept and advertise same, was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
Commissioner’s President Charlie Brown expressed concerns about the Humane Society.  There have numerous complaints about their handling of animals contrary to the contract the Commissioners have with them.  One Commissioner needs to discuss these issues with the Humane Society, and ask them to comply with their contract.

Jack Withers also shared that he has received complaints and does not feel the County should continue to fund them.  He will not approve any future claims to the Humane Society.  Jack said he would be willing to talk with a representative from the Humane Society.

Paul Sinders suggested a personal contact, and if no resolution can be arrived at, they should be put on the December agenda for a more public discussion.

President Brown informed the Commission that the intersection of CR 200 W and CR 1100 N needs to be changed from a two way stop to a four way stop, in order to comply with Federal Bridge Requirements.  Attorney Somheil will review requirements, and present an Ordinance for consideration at the December meeting, if necessary.

President Brown has received numerous complaints of speeding from County Line west of Knightsville, east on Pinckley Street.  He would like to see the speed limit set at 45mph.
Paul Sinders said her would be willing to consider a 45mph speed limit.
Attorney Somheil stated he could prepare and Ordinance for same, and suggested the speed limit begin at Murphy Road, then east to the County Line.

President Brown then reported that under Ordinance 17-2007, the property on South Waterworks Road is in the process of being condemned.  He then ask if the future proceeds of County property sold could be deposited in a fund to cover costs associated with the properties covered under Ordinance 17-2007?
Auditor Alumbaugh informed the Commission, that a fund would need to be established by Council to received, and disburse future funds.

Paul Sinders then referred to the enforcement of Ordinance 17-2007, and the following Resolution was read in full by Eric Somheil.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RESOLUTION NO. __10__, 2007

A RESOLUTION SETTING FORTH THE GENERAL PROCEDURES FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF ORDINANCE NO. 17 - 2007 PERTAINING TO JUNK, TRASH, VEHICLES, BUILDINGS, WEEDS, AND OTHER DETRIMENTAL CONDITIONS FOR CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Clay County, Indiana enacted Ordinance No. 17 - 2007 pertaining to Junk, Trash, Vehicles, Buildings, Weeds, and Other Detrimental Conditions for Clay County, Indiana; and


WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Clay County, Indiana deems it appropriate to set forth general enforcement provisions as to Ordinance 17 - 2007.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF CLAY, INDIANA that the following procedures should be followed to the extent deemed appropriate by the Commissioners of Clay County, Indiana:

1.
All complaints requesting enforcement under Ordinance 17 - 2007 should be submitted in writing to one of the Commissioners.  A legible signature of the person submitting the complaint must be included in the written complaint.

2.
The written complaint should identify the real estate and the owners and adult occupants if known to the person making such complaint.  If known, the complaint should state the address of such real estate.  If an address is not known, then a detailed location should be provided whereby such real estate may be reasonably located.  One or more photographs of the alleged violation(s) should be included with such complaint.  

3.
Once a complaint has been received, the Commissioner receiving such written complaint shall visit the site to determine if he believes that there is a violation of Ordinance 17 - 2007.  If such Commissioner believes that there is a violation of Ordinance 17 - 2007, he shall request the Commissioner who represents the district where the violation is located, or if the violation is located in such Commissioner’s district, then he shall request another Commissioner to visit the site, to determine if the other Commissioner agrees that the site is a violation of Ordinance 17 - 2007.  The other Commissioner shall make his determination as to whether he believes that the site is a violation of Ordinance 17 - 2007.  If the other Commissioner does not believe that the site is a violation of Ordinance 17 - 2007, then such Commissioner may, at his discretion, request the third Commissioner to visit the site, to determine if the third Commissioner believes that the site is a violation of Ordinance 17 - 2007. 

4.
If two Commissioners do not agree that the site is a violation of Ordinance 17 - 2007, no further action should be taken on that particular complaint.

5.
If two Commissioners believe that the site is a violation of Ordinance 17 - 2007, the Commissioner receiving the complaint shall contact the Commissioners’ attorney for further action and Notice pursuant to the provisions of Ordinance 17 - 2007.

6.
The Commissioners’ attorney shall keep the Commissioners informed of action and/or progress on each complaint that has been submitted to him for further action.

7.
That the provisions of this Resolution are deemed as a guideline and the Commissioners or any of them may deviate from this guideline procedure as deemed appropriate for the benefit of the citizens of Clay County, Indiana.  

8.
The communications between Commissioners in this Resolution shall be consistent with the policies of the “Open Door Laws” and of the Indiana Public Access Counselor .


Dated this 5th day of November, 2007. 
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A motion to suspend the rules and pass on first reading was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

A motion to approve Resolution 10-2007 was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders.   Motion carried 3 ayes.

Dave Deneau, of Aurora Energy introduced himself to the Commissioners.  They have recently opened a natural gas well north of Ashboro.  They had originally planned to ask permission to place a pipeline in the right of way to Brickcraft.  They have now put that project on hold, but still wanted to introduce their company to the Commissioners.  No action was taken.
IN THE MATTER OF AWARD OF CULVERT REPLACEMENT
Eric Somheil read the following lowest bids from the quotes for culverts opened at the October 17, 2007 meeting.  He and Highway Supervisor Pete Foster have reviewed the quotes, and approve them.

700 N and East of Murphy Rd.


$22,100.00

BLS Contractors

500 W-.05 mile N of Lower Bloomington Rd
$17,500.00

BLS Contractors

1100 N and West of CR 200 W


$21,500.00

BLS Contractors

200 S and East of 200 E



$20,400.00

BLS Contractors

A motion to accept BLS as the lowest quotes, and award was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF EMPLOYEE HEALTH FAIR

Local Health Insurance representative Dale Loughmiller, and Deputy Auditor Jennifer Flater appeared before the Commissioners with information on the upcoming Employee Health Fair.

Mr. Loughmiller reported that the Clay St Vincent Hospital would provide the blood tests for $35.00 per person.  The cancer screening test previously offered by the Cancer Society is no longer available, due to their 2007 budget.  He suggested the Health Fair be postponed until March, 2008, or do one in December, and a follow up in March of 2008.

The Commissioners agreed to postpone the Employee Health Fair until January of 2008, in order to take advantage of all of the tests.  They will set the date at their December 3, 2007, meeting.

Charlie Brown and Paul Sinders both expressed their desire to offer the tests free of charge to all employees, both full time, and part time.  Jack Withers voiced his agreement. 
A motion to pay cost of all tests, not to exceed $35.00, for all employees at the Clay County Health Fair out of the Health Insurance Trust.  If the employee’s spouse chooses to participate, they will pay their own cost. This motion was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
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