STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

Commissioner’s President Charlie Brown called the March 5, 2007 meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 9:00 AM. Mr. Brown opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of The United States of America. Those present included Commissioner Paul Sinders and Commissioner Charlie Brown. Commissioner David Parr was absent.  Also attending were Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Paul Sinders made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 5, 2007, regular meeting, as well as the February 26, 2007, special meeting.  Motion seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 2 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF AG DAY PROCLAMATION
Melanie Brown and Mark Evans of the Extension Office appeared before the Commissioners, along with Josh Butt, and Nathan Stoelting, requesting the Commissioners make the following Proclamation.

Proclamation
CLAY county Ag week

March 19 – 23, 2007
Whereas, Agriculture is an important  and continuing industry in Clay County, Indiana,     

                 the oldest industry in the county covering 151,590 acres. 

Whereas, Agriculture’s contribution to the economy of Clay County is more then    

                 34,690,000 dollars annually. 

Whereas, The growth of other industries and activities in Clay County makes more 

                 important than ever a development of a firm base of cooperation between our  

                 county’s farm families and the non-farm residents , with each group gaining and 

                 understanding these challenges. 

Whereas, Activities which promote this understanding are to be encouraged with enthusiasm 

                 and support.

Now Therefore, We do herby proclaim March 19th thru 23rd to be “Ag Week” thru-out   

                 Clay County and urge residents to participate in the activities of these days as 

                 opportunities allows.  

~~~~~~~

Signed this fifth day of March, 2007
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Clay County Commissioners
   Charlie_Brown_______________

   Paul_Sinders_________________



   David Parr___________________



Coordinators of Ag Week

   Marshall Nuckolls_____________                 Susan Patterson

   Nathan Stoelting  ______________                Melanie Brown                

   Joshua Butt __________________                 Mark Evans

A motion to approve the proclamation was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 2 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF APPOINTMENTS
A motion to appoint John Rissler to the Clay County Health Board was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 2 ayes.

A motion to appoint Mendy Litz to the Property Tax Assessment Board of Appeals (PTABOA) was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 2 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR

EMA Director Bryan Husband appeared before the Commissioners to update them on the county mitigation plan.  The plan should be at 50% completion by the due date.  He also informed the Commissioners that severe weather preparedness week began on March 4, 2007.
The LEPC has set classes for hazmat handling and operations on April 28 and 29, 2007, and again on May 5 and 6, 2007.  These classes are free and will be offered again in the fall in the southern part of the county.

IN THE MATTER OF LEASE OF SHERIFF CARS
A credit application from Ford Motor Credit Company was reviewed by the Commissioners.  A motion to accept the application pending Attorney Somheil’s review and approval of all information which should be furnished by the Sheriff regarding the lease of three Sheriff Cars was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Charlie Brown. Motion carried 2 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF PROPERTY IN CENTERPOINT
Attorney Eric Somheil has been contacted concerning privately owned property in the Town of CenterPoint, which was in the 2006 tax sale, but did not sell.  Citizen Stu Moore would like to assume the property and then clean up the lot.  The current owner proposed deeding the property to the County, and then have the county deed it to the Town of CenterPoint.

Mr. Somheil will contact State Board of Accounts regarding the legality of accepting the property, and then removing over $3,000.00 taxes due.

IN THE MATTER OF MIDWEST GAS ROAD USAGE

Mr. Ken Bosar of Christopher Burke Engineering appeared before the Commissioners with a request for a temporary road use agreement for Midwest Gas.  Attorney Somheil expressed  his dissatisfaction with the agreement as presented.  Amendments will need to be made to the agreement, and the Bond will need to be reissued in the same name as the Road Usage Agreement.

Highway Superintendent Pete Foster felt that the Bond in the amount of $200,000.00 would be sufficient to5 cover any damage.

Mr. Somheil will revise the agreement, and the Commissioners will address the issue at their special meeting on March 19, 2007.

IN THE MATTER OF BRIDGE 220

Commissioner Paul Sinders expressed his desire to replace Bridge 220.  The present bridge is too small and hinders local farmer’s ability to move equipment.

Mr. Sinders will review the Bridge Inspection Report and further action on Bridge 220 will be addressed at the March 19, 2007, special meeting.
IN THE MATTER OF PRE-PAID LEGAL SERVICES

Larry Davis of Pre-Pail Legal Services appeared before the Commissioners asking permission to promote his services through payroll deduction to all employees.  He offers prepaid legal services, as well as, identity theft protection.  This is currently a voluntary benefit, and the new program includes a mandatory meeting for all employees to inform them of federal compliance on privacy laws.  Participation in the program is still strictly voluntary.  The cost to the employee would be $25.90 per month.

Mr. Sinders felt, since there was no cost to the County for the training, it might be a good idea.  Mr. Brown was not comfortable with a mandatory meeting for employees, and wants to stress that signing up for the program is voluntary, and only the meeting regarding privacy laws is mandatory.

Mr. Sinders made a motion to require a mandatory meeting with all employees, and no pressure to purchase the services.  Motion seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 2 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 2 ayes.
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