STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

Commissioner’s President Charlie Brown called the June 4, 2007 meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 9:00 AM. Mr. Brown opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of The United States of America, followed by prayer by Paul Sinders.  Those present included Commissioner Paul Sinders, Commissioner Charlie Brown, and Commissioner Jack Withers.  Also attending were Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Paul Sinders made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 7, 2007, regular meeting, as well as the May 16, 2007, special meeting.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF COMMISSIONER’S VICE PRESIDENT

Commissioner Charlie Brown brought to the bodies attention that they had failed to elect a Vice President to replace David Parr.  

Charlie Brown nominated Paul Sinders to serve as Vice President for 2007.  Mr. Sinders accepted the nomination, and it was seconded by Jack Withers.  3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF BOND RELEASE
A request for release of road bond was submitted by Heartland Gas Pipeline.  They have completed their work.  The company only bored under the following county roads.  100E, 1400S, Meridian Rd., 1300S, and 700W.  Highway Supervisor Pete Foster recommended releasing the bond.  A motion to release bond was made by Jack Withers, seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

Donna Williams will return the bond.

IN THE MATTER ORDINANCE 10-2007

The following ordinance was read in it’s entirety;
ORDINANCE  No.   2007 -  _10__
AN ORDINANCE EXEMPTING CLAY COUNTY AUDITOR’S OFFICE AND COMMISSIONERS FROM PAYING CLAY COUNTY RECORDER FEES

Be it ordained, that the Clay County Board of Commissioners hereby exempts the Clay County Auditor’s Office and the Clay County Commissioners from paying the normal and customary fees charged by the Clay County Recorder’s Office, to include but not limited to recording fees, filing fees, copying fees, and for other services that the Clay County Recorder renders. 

DATED this 4th day of June, 2007.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OF CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA:

____Charles Brown /s/____________

Charles Brown, Commissioner

____Paul Sinders /s/ _____________

Paul Sinders, Commissioner

____Jack Withers /s/_____________

Jack Withers, Commissioner

ATTEST:

____Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/ _______

Mary Jo Alumbaugh

Auditor, Clay County, Indiana

A motion to suspend the rules was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

A motion to pass Ordinance 10-2007 made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carries 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF CLAY CITY REIN CENTER COALITION
Pat Wilkinson, and Harrison Township Trustee Kay Hart appeared before the Commissioners with a report on their progress in obtaining a 502C3 Not for Profit Exemption through the Internal Revenue Service.  They also reported that their group plans to construct a building in Clay City to house the Food Pantry, Nutrition Center, and Volunteer Library, using the Proceeds of the Farm Sale funds which were dedicated to them, and also applying for grants.  The issuance of the 501C3 is necessary to obtain any grants.  
Charlie Brown express his concern over the library being support totally through donations, and wants all taxpayers to know that no tax dollars are being used.  He was assured by both ladies that the only taxpayers support would be through the Township Trustee assisting with the utilities, if and when the building is constructed.

Trustee Hart reported that the Orange Building at Goshorn Park would be closed and the new building would take it’s place.  The new facility would have both heat and air conditioning, and would be available for a fee to members of the community.

Pat requested the exact dollar figure available to them upon request, and was informed by the Auditor, that upon calculation of interest, she would let her know.  

IN THE MATTER TRANSCARE
Tom and Mary Zurcher appeared before the Commissioners to voice their concern over the County contract with Transcare.  Mr. Zurcher feels that Transcare is using the local volunteer fire departments too much to do their work.  He would like to see the contract reviewed, and would like to be sure the volunteer fire departments are not suffering unnecessary expense, when they respond for Transcare.
Brian Husband, past president of the Volunteer Fire Departments responded that the participation and assistance offered to Transcare is purely voluntary, and the ambulance service does reimburse the volunteer fire departments for any supplies, but not fuel.  Most of the fire departments offer this assistance as a service to the community.
IN THE MATTER OF LOAD BRILEY CREEK
Paul Sinders reported that there has been good progress on the Briley Creek compliance.  John Keller has completed his survey in preparation for the tree planting next week.  Paul himself has been on site and the trees will be picked this week.  There does need to be some site work done.
Paul Sinders made a motion to approve not more than $3,000.00 for bush hogging and preparation of ground for planting to be paid to Grant Cramer.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

Upon receipt of the exact amount of funds needed, the Auditor will withdraw that amount from the Briley Creek Escrow.

IN THE MATTER ALTERNATIVE BRIDGE REPLACEMENT
Bill Bryan of CLR appeared before the Commissioners and informed them that his company was in possession of a quantity of used beams, which they could use to replace bridges for a cost of $1200.00, per running foot.  These replacements could cost less that flatcars, and can pass federal bridge inspection.
IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY HEALTH INSURANCE
Cathy Dunn of Dunn and Associates, along with Dale Loughmiller, and Colleen North appeared before the Commissioner for the annual renewal of the County Health Insurance.  Ms. Dunn reviewed the 2007 Report with the body, and informed them that this has not been a good year.  There have been seven major claims, which is unusual, but due to this high cost, we will not be able to renew with AUL.  The report contained several proposed scenarios for the Commissioners to consider, and she also recommended that the Commissioners us American National as their carrier for the 2008 year.
Paul Sinders requested that next year, the renewal information be presented to them in May, in order to accept in June.  This years decision will be made at the July 2, 2007, meeting, after the Commissioners have an opportunity to review the report.

IN THE MATTER OF HEADWATERS/COVOL
Jim Coffenberry of WCIEDD appeared before the Commissioners with the agreements for Umbaugh and Hannum, Wagle & Cline to do work on the Headwaters Project.
The agreement with Umbaugh will be to determine the cost effective use of TIF, Abatement, or the Company simply paying cost of road improvement outright through the County.  The analysis of TIF proceeds in order to justify issuance of bonds and tax impact.  Headwaters has already signed an agreement to underwrite all of these costs.  
Brian Pohler of Hannum, Wagle & Cline is for their firm to do the engineering work on the Cory/Staunton Road.

A motion to approve both agreements was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF COPIER LEASE FOR AUDITOR

Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh requested the Commissioners sign a 60 month lease for a new copier with Xerox.  The old copier was purchased outright, and has been having problems.  If the new agreement is signed, the old copier will be sold to recoup some of the cost.

Charlie Brown made a motion to allow the 60 month lease agreement with Xerox.  Motion seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carries 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF PERFORMANCE CONTRACTS ON COUNTY BUILDINGS

Jeff Chamberlain of Haval/Encor appeared before the Commissioners proposing the use of performance contracts with their company to maintain hvac, and control energy usage at County Buildings.
Their Option + Plan takes care of cost of any repair or maintenance of HVAC systems, and also offers training to county employees on control systems and upgrades to the computer systems. 

The Indiana Code allows paying for this service through the Cumulative Capital Development Fund.

IN THE MATTER OF GRANT FOR SOIL CONSERVATION RESOURCE TECH

Nathan Stoelting, Soil Conservation Tech, appeared before the Commissioners to inform them of his desire to execute a grant to enhance his salary, using his present salary as a match figure for the grant.  He needs a letter of support from the Commissioners.  Eric Somheil would like to see a copy of the grant application.  
Charlie Brown made a motion to have Eric prepare a letter of support upon receipt of a favorable recommendation from Eric Somheil.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH SIMPLEX

The State Fire Marshall has informed Charlie Brown that it is required to have a service agreement on the fire alarm system at the jail.  The proposed service agreement with Simplex is $2,953.50 per annum.

A motion to table action on this matter until July meeting was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF JAIL ISSUES

Paul Sinders ask for an update on the problems discussed at the Special Meeting regarding problems with the Jail.

1. The integrator System is up and running per Scott Hill

2. Eric Somheil has heard from Pauly Jail, and they have hired a contractor to do painting.

Paul would also like to address the ongoing problem of lack of sufficient heat and cooling in the foyer and sallyport areas.  He would like Eric to contact the architect, to address this problem.  He feels this is a serious design problem.

Eric will need more information and will then write a letter, if necessary.  He would also like someone from the Sheriff’s Department to cite specific times and types of problems.  Any and all information would be helpful.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
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