STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh called the January 2, 2007 meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 9:00 a.m. Charlie Brown opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of The United States of America.  He then requested that the following be entered into the minutes of the meeting:
BOARD OF CLAY COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS

SERVICE OF DISTINCTION

AWARD

In recognition of your exemplary service to your

Community and to your profession: and

For your years of service as a zealous advocate for

Justice softened with mercy, law tempered with reason
And for right seasoned with humility;

BE IT KNOWN that the Board of Clay County

Commissioners, State of Indiana, hereby bestow upon

THE HONORABLE

ROBERT ALEX PELL

JUDGE OF THE CLAY CIRCUIT

COURT

Its

SERVICE  OF DISTINCTION AWARD

This 29th day of December, 2006

Charlie Brown

David Parr

Daryl Andrews

 Those present included Commissioner Charlie Brown and Commissioner Paul Sinders. Commissioner David Parr was absent.  Also attending were Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive.  Auditor Alumbaugh made a record of the proceedings to wit:

Mrs. Alumbaugh requested nominations for Commissioner’s President.  Commissioner Sinders nominated Charlie Brown, seconded by Charlie Brown.  Mr. Sinders made a motion the nominations be closed.  2 ayes.  Mr. Brown then took over the meeting and called for nominations for Vice-President.  Commissioner Sinders nominated Dave Parr, seconded by Charlie Brown. Mr. Sinders made a motion the nominations be closed, seconded by Charlie Brown.  2 ayes.  

A motion to approve the December 4, 2006, minutes was made by Charlie Brown, seconded by Paul Sinders.  2 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF SUNRISE COAL
Highway Secretary Donna Williams appeared before the Commissioners with a request from Sunrise Coal requesting the Commissioners release road bond on CR 100W.  A motion to release made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Charlie Brown.  2 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF PEINE ENGINEERING CONTRACT
Charlie Brown presented the renewal of the 2007 Peine Engineering maintenance contract for the Courthouse Heating and Cooling system.  The Contract reflects a 3% increase over 2006.  A motion to accept the contract as submitted made by Charlie Brown, seconded by Paul Sinders.  2 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF DISPOSAL OF SHERIFF DEPT VEHICLE
Sheriff Mike Heaton appeared before the Commissioners to request their permission to dispose of a Ford Explorer, which no longer runs, and would cost more to fix than it is worth.  He proposed to replace this vehicle with one purchased through Drug Forfeiture funds.
IN THE MATTER OF VICTIMS ASSISTANCE GRANT

Sheriff Mike Heaton and Victim Assistance Advocate Katrina Miller appeared before the Commissioners to share information regarding a new Victim Assistance Grant which would provide victim assistance from point of incident.  This grant would compliment the existing Victim Assistance Grant.
IN THE MATTER OF APPOINTMENTS FOR 2007
Charlie Brown made a motion to retain Eric Somheil as Commissioners Attorney, seconded by Paul Sinders. 2 ayes
Paul Sinders made a motion to appoint Lee Reberger to the Brazil Plan Commission, seconded by Charlie Brown.  2 ayes

Paul Sinders made a motion to appoint Charlie Brown to the Board of the West Central Indiana Development District, seconded by Charlie Brown.  2 ayes

Charlie Brown made a motion to appoint Robert Longo to the Alcoholic Beverage Commission, seconded by Paul Sinders.  2 ayes

Charlie Brown made a motion to appoint Pete Foster Highway Superintendent, seconded by Paul Sinders.  2 ayes

Paul Sinders made a motion to appoint Dave Parr to the Western Indiana Private Industry Council Board, seconded by Charlie Brown.  2 ayes

Charlie Brown made a motion to appoint Bryan Husband, Emergency Management Director, seconded by Paul Sinders.  2 ayes

Charlie Brown made a motion to appoint Bill Sisson, Jan Howell, Jack Braden, Brian Wyndham, and Tom Ames to the Clay County Redevelopment Commission, seconded by Paul Sinders.  2 ayes

Charlie Brown made a motion to appoint Les Walden to the position of Veterans Affairs Officer, seconded by Paul Sinders.  2 ayes

Charlie Brown made a motion to appoint Wayne Knox to the position of Head Custodian, seconded by Paul Sinders.  2 ayes

Commissioner’s attorney Eric Somheil presented a contract for his services to the Commissioners for their signature.

IN THE MATTER OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Emergency Management Director Bryan Husband appeared before the Commissioners and ask that they consider a burn ordinance for Clay County.  The State already has such an ordinance, but locally there is no way enforce illegal burning.  He would like permission to work with the Sheriff and other emergency personnel to develop a local ordinance.
Commission Sinders expressed his cooperation in developing a proposed ordinance, but ask that it consider the citizens rights and privileges, and to not impose unnecessary restrictions on the public.

Mr. Husband also shared that he has been working with WTH Engineering in developing an eight county district wide mapping system.  The cost would $750.00 per year, and would need to be approved by all eight counties.  
Mr. Husband is also working on NIHMS compliance, which requires a disaster plan for continuity of operations and will need to be developed for Clay County in the near future.

IN THE MATTER OF CLAY COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY

Mr. William Bell, of the Clay County Human Society appeared before the Commissioners with the proposed contract for 2007/2008.  Charlie Brown made a motion to approve the contract, seconded by Paul Sinders.  2 ayes

IN THE MATTER OF SPEED LIMIT ON WHITEROCK ROAD

Attorney Eric Somheil read the following ordinance in it’s entirety:

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ORDINANCE No.   2007 -     1    
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING REDUCED SPEED LIMITS ON 

WHITE ROCK ROAD, CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA


WHEREAS I.C. 8-17-1-40 authorizes the county legislative body to adopt ordinances regulating traffic on any highway in the county highway system subject to I.C. 9-21.


WHEREAS I.C. 9-21-1-3(a)(11) provides that a local authority, with respect to private roads and highways under the authority’s jurisdiction, and within the reasonable exercise of the police power, may alter the prima facie speed limits authorized under I.C. 9-21-5.


WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of I.C. 9-21-5-6 on the basis of a traffic investigation and informal engineering study, the Board of Commissioners has determined that the reasonable and safe maximum limit on the White Rock Road between State Road 59 and County Road 200 West in Clay County, Indiana should be reduced from the prima facie speed limit authorized under I.C. 9-21-5.


NOW THEREFORE; be it ordained, that the Clay County Board of Commissioners hereby sets the maximum speed limit for the White Rock Road between State Road 59 and County Road 200 West in Clay County, Indiana at 35 miles per hour.  The Clay County Highway Superintendent shall be authorized to post and maintain speed limit signs in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance.


This Ordinance shall be effective when the speed limit signs giving notice of the speed limit as established by this Ordinance are posted on the White Rock Road between State Road 59 and County Road 200 West in Clay County, Indiana.  


Violation of this Ordinance shall be a Class C infraction.


DATED this 2nd day of January, 2007.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OF CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA:

______________________________

Charles Brown, Commissioner

______________________________

David Parr, Commissioner

______________________________

Paul Sinders, Commissioner

ATTEST:

______________________________

Mary Jo Alumbaugh

Auditor, Clay County, Indiana
The ordinance will be published two times and be presented for passage at the February meeting.

IN THE MATTER OF HIGHWAY BIDS 2007

Charlie Brown made a motion to accept all bids, seconded by Paul Sinders.  2 ayes

( bids appear at the end of these minutes)

IN THE MATTER OF SALE OF COUNTY PROPERTY

Attorney James Deal appeared before the Commissioners on behalf of J Real Estate LLC.  They would like to purchase property owned by the Clay County Commissioners in the city of Brazil.  The Commissioners referred the matter to Eric Somheil to determine the best interest of the County in disposing of the property.  Mr. Deal will appear at the February meeting to further discuss the matter.
IN THE MATTER OF CLAY CITY LICENSE BRANCH

Paul Sinders made a motion to negotiate a contract effective February 1, 2007 through January 31, 2008, and work with the State to improve remittance of transactions fees to the Auditors Office in a timely manner.  Motion seconded by Charlie Brown.  2 ayes

The Commissioners will hold a Special Meeting on January 25, 2006, at 9:00 am to address this matter.  This agenda will also include work on the Employee Handbook, and matters relating to the Jail.

A motion to adjourn was made by Paul Sinders, seconded by Charlie Brown.  2 ayes

Clay County Commissioner

Attest:

Clay County Auditor
