STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

Commissioner’s President Charlie Brown called the August 6, 2007 meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 9:00 AM. Mr. Brown opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of The United States of America, followed by prayer by Paul Sinders.  Those present included Commissioner Charlie Brown, Commissioner Paul Sinders, and Commissioner Jack Withers.  Also attending were Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY BUSINESS
A motion to approve the minutes from June 14, 2007, July 2, 2007, and July 14, 2007, was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
Charlie Brown brought to the Commissioner’s attention the need for a maintenance contract on the Jail fire alarm system.  A request for funds to enter into a maintenance agreement has been requested in the 2008 budget, but there is no appropriation for the remainder of 2007.  Eric Somheil suggested that the Commissioners pursue cost of maintenance contract from other companies.  Charlie Brown will follow up on this matter.
A lease contract with Xerox Corporation was presented on behalf of the Superior Court for the Commissioners consideration.  A motion to approve the lease made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
A three (3) year continuation of the contract with Verizon for the E-911 phone system was presented to the Commissioner’s.  Jack Withers made a motion to approve the continuation, seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
Assessor Mark Barnhart appeared before the Commissioners with the request that they accept a contract with Tyler Technologies of Dayton, Ohio, to begin reassessing Clay County over a four year period.   The per parcel cost would be $24.37, and the total four year contract will be $713,430.

A motion to approve the contract pending council approval of funds was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

Emergency Management Director Brian Husband appeared before the Commissioners to report the progress on state requirements for incident management, and thanked the Commissioners for attending the NIMS workshop.

Jim Brannan of Dick Johnson Township appeared before the Commissioners with the following

Thanks for Bridge on 200 W. The Volunteer Fire Department appreciates and has used this bridge.

Commissioners cell phones need to have voice mail feature activated

Large pot hole at corner of 1200N & 300W

County needs to address speed limit issue, and have a map of all county speed limits by road.  

Commissioner Charlie Brown responded that the speed limit issue is a constant concern.  Signs are $55 each and require certain studies to be made to change speeds.

Charlie Brown then informed the Commissioners that Bridge 239 and 230 have change orders which will expand the width to 20”.  The total cost of the expansion will be add to the cost of the bridge, and the Council will meet to consider approval tonight.

A motion to approve the change to Bridge 239 and 230 made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF SALE OF COUNTY PROPERTY

Attorney Eric Somheil requested the Commissioner’s set a public hearing on August 24, 2007, at 9:30 a.m. to consider the sale of the old Brazil Greenhouse property.  Appraisals have been done and he has prepared the legal notice of the hearing.  The public hearing will be held on August 24, 2007, at 9:30 a.m.

IN THE MATTER OF BRILEY CREEK

Paul Sinders requested that the Commissioners retire the escrow balance from the Briley Creek escrow funds in order to pay and additional $325.00 to Kramer for vegetation control.  This amount plus the previously approved funds will exhaust the amount currently in escrow.

A motion to approve made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF COLLECTIONS FOR CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Clerk Mary Brown appeared before the Commissioners in response to their request for explanation of the collection activities on behalf of the Clay County Commissioners.

The Commissioners presently have a contract with Attorney Mike to collect the following:

Traffic Fines

Child Support Payments

Court Ordered Fees and Restitution

The County General Fund has realized over $65,000 in collections since this contract was signed.

IN THE MATTER OF BRIDGE 78

Charlie Brown reported that Bridge 78 has been temporarily closed due to structural problems.  The bridge was installed in 1990. The original design company, American Timber Bridge, has visited the bridge and indicated that the bridge has a 25 year limited warranty.  Apparently the beams are rotting from the inside.  They will follow up on this and the cost of repairs should be covered all or in part by the warranty.

IN THE MATTER OF POLAND PARK

Mr. Heller once again appeared before the Commissioners with a request that they force the Park and Recreation Board to take action on the removal of dead trees at the Poland Park.  Charlie Brown would like to have a professional determine if the trees are a safety problem.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
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