STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

David Parr, President of the Clay County Commissioners, called the May 2, 2005  meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 9:00 A. M.  Mr. Parr opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of The United States of America. Those present included Commissioner David Parr, Commissioner Charlie Brown, Commissioner Daryl Andrews, Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Joseph M. Dierdorf, Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Mr. Parr asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes from the March, and April regular Commissioners Meetings, and the April 25 Special Commissioners meeting.  Hearing none he stated he would entertain a motion for approval.

Mr. Brown moved to approve the minutes from March, April and the Special  Meeting, 2005.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY BUSINESS


Bill hale, health department

County Sanitarian Bill Hale appeared at the Commissioner’s request to discuss complaints the 
Commissioner’s had received regarding the Goodpasture home on Waterworks Road.  Mr. Hale 
informed the Commissioners that in the past the County Prosecutor had filed suit which prompted the 
residents to clean up the property and the suit was dropped.  The Commissioners stated that they 
believed that water service to the residence had been cut off and they were concerned about the 
welfare of minor children living at the residence.  Mr. Hale did not know that the water service had 
been shut off.  There were also concerns about sewage disposal from the home, possibly collecting 
on the property.  The Commissioners asked Mr. Hale to investigate the purported problems and 
report back to them in June.  Mr. Hale agreed to provide an update in June.

CONGRESSIONAL SCHOOL REPORT


Auditor Dierdorf presented the annual Congressional School Fund report for the Commissioners 
acceptance and approval.

Mr. Andrews moved to accept the report.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.


COMMON WAGE BOARD


Mr. Dierdorf presented a letter from Brazil Mayor Tom Arthur regarding an appointment to the 
Common Wage Board for Clay County.  Due to expansion work proposed for the Brazil Public Library 
a new appointee for the Board was needed.  The Mayor had suggested Mr. Steve Garlits.

Mr. Brown moved that Mr. Steve Garlits bee appointed to the Common Wage Board.  Mr. Andrews 
seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.


COUNTY EMPLOYEE SICK LEAVE POLICY


The Commissioners began to review the County Employee Policy Handbook with regard to “sick 
days”.  The Commissioners agreed that they want to change the policy.  Areas of discussion involved 
the possible change from six, accrued days per year to more than six, granting the days at the 
beginning of the year verses accruing the days, the ability to “bank” or accumulate days, and how 
many 
days that could be accumulated.  Mr. Andrews suggested that the Board address each item 
separately to develop the framework for the revised policy, and reconsider action during the June 
2005 meeting.  Mr. Parr and Mr. Brown agreed to this proposal.

Mr. Andrews moved to grant 10 days per year.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

The next issue was the terminology of “sick days” and “personal days”  Mr. Somheil reviewed the 
current policy handbook and informed the Commissioners that the County did not currently offer 
“personal days”.  There was much discussion on the topic.  Mr. Andrews stated that he was in favor 
of ”sick days” and not “personal days”.  

With regard to accumulation of days, the Commissioners determined that full time employees 
employed on the first day of the calendar year or before would be given 10 (ten) days on January 1.  
Employees employed after the first day of any given year would receive days pro-rated to the 
beginning day of the year of their employment at the rate of one day per month of employment, not to 
exceed 10 (ten) days in the first year.


The policy regarding the accumulation or “banking” of days will reflect that an employee will be able to 
accumulate or “bank” up to, and not exceed 90 (ninety) days.


The policy regarding the unused days from 2004 will state that any employee with verified unused 
days from 2004 will be able to add those days to their accumulated or “banked” total, as a one time 
action.  Verification of the unused days shall be provided by the office holder or department head for 
eligible employees.


Employees who have worked for the County for a period of 10 (ten) years or more will be allowed to 
receive payment for up to 20 (twenty) days from their accumulated or “banked” days upon their 
retirement.  The employee will also have to qualify for retirement according to the guidelines as 
defined by the Public Employees Retirement Fund (PERF).

The Commissioners decided that Mr. Somheil will prepare a proposed amendment to the County 
Employees Handbook for presentation and consideration by the Board of Commissioners during their 
June 2005 meeting.
IN THE MATTER OF THE CLOSING a portion OF COUNTY ROAD 1200 n
Mr. James Deal appeared to propose the vacation of County Road      .  Mr. Parr asked Mr. Somheil to read the proposed ordinance.  Mr. Somheil read the following in its entirety:

ORDINANCE 6-2005

AN ORDINANCE VACATING

A PART OF A COUNTY ROAD IN VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP, INDIANA

WHEREAS on March 31, 2005 a petition pursuant to Indiana Code Section 36-7-3-12 to vacate a part of a road in Van Buren Township, Clay County was duly filed with the Secretary of the Board of Commissioners of the County of Clay, and

WHEREAS the petition was set for hearing on Monday, May 2, 2005 at 9:45 AM before the Board of Commissioners of the County of Clay after notice by publication was given as required by law in Indiana Code Chapter 5-3-1, and

WHEREAS the petition was found to be in due form and content and that the closing and vacating of the road would in no way be adverse to the best interests of Clay County, Indiana or to any other person, the Board of Commissioners of the County of Clay now finds that the petition should be granted.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF CLAY as follows:

SECTION ONE

Vacating of County Road

The following described unused county road located in Van Buren Township, Clay County, Indiana be and hereby is vacated as a public way:


All that part of E CR 1200 N on the section line dividing Section 13, Township 13 North, Range 6 West and Section 24, Township 13 North, Range 6 West beginning at the west bank of Croy’s Creek and continuing east to the center line of N Lena Road as located in Van Buren Township, Clay County, Indiana.

SECTION TWO

Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances

All ordinances or any parts thereof previously enacted which are in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION THREE

Effect of Ordinance

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication, if any, as required by law.

SECTION FOUR

Recordation of Ordinance

The Secretary of the Board of Commissioners of the County of Clay shall furnish a copy of this ordinance to the Clay County Recorder for recording and to the Clay County Auditor for transfer.

ORDERED AND ESTABLISHED THIS 2nd day of May, 2005


Charles Brown /s/



Daryl Andrews /s/



Commissioner, Clay County Indiana

Commissioner, Clay County Indiana


David Parr /s/




Joseph M Dierdorf



Commissioner, Clay County Indiana

Secretary of the Board of Commissioner of 








The County of Clay 

Mr. Andrews moved to suspend the rules and pass Ordinance 6-2005 on first reading.  Mr. Parr seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Mr. Andrews moved to approve Ordinance 6-2005.  Mr. Parr seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS GRANT
Mr. Garth Brown appeared to seek the Commissioners approval for the renewal of the Community Corrections grant.  The approval would renew and extend the grant for a period of one year.

Mr. Andrews moved to approve the request and sign the grant application.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF MS. FAYE COWAN AND DOGS RUNNING LOOSE

Ms. Faye Cowan appeared to address the problem of loose dogs on north Meridian Street.  She stated that she was seeking to have the responsibility shifted to owners of the problem dogs.  Mr. Brown asked Sheriff Mike Heaton how his department handled the calls.  Sheriff Heaton stated that his department followed the state statutes.  Mr. Somheil stated that the Sheriff should handle the issue, not the Commissioners.  Sheriff Heaton responded with how his department could respond and the requirements to issue a ciation.  Ms. Cowan stated that she wanted someone to enforce the state law, not her.  Commissioner Andrews volunteered to contact the dog owners if Ms. Cowan could furnish the names of the owners and their telephone numbers.
IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY BRIDGE 3 IN THE OLD BRIDGE BOOK ON CR 200 N

A representative of the Dick Johnson Township Volunteer Fire Department appeared to discuss the bridge on CR 200 N, which had been out for a number of years.  It was offered that bridge being out caused a safety issue for the citizens with regard to fire protection.  Mr. Parr stated that he would like to see the County advertise for bids to replace the bridge.
Mr. Andrews moved to advertise for bids to replace County Bridge 3 located on CR 200 N.  Mr. Parr seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE CULVERT ON CR 800 N

Mr. Brown stated that there was a concern regarding a culvert on CR 800 N.  He felt that the culvert needed to be replaced, as did the County Highway Department.
Mr. Brown moved to advertise for bids on replacing the culvert on CR 800 N.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.
Mr. Andrews informed the other two Commissioners that he would be bringing up some bridges in his district for review in a future meeting.

IN THE MATTER OF MAINTENANCE REPAIRS TO THE COURT HOUSE

Mr. Brown brought out that the windows in the Court House needed to be sanded and re-painted.  He also mentioned that some of the steps leading into the Court House needed attention and repair.  The Commissioners agreed that Mr. Brown should procure some quotes on the proposed work.
IN THE MATTER OF THE ROAD BOND ROAD NAME CHANGE

Mr. Pete Foster presented a bond revision for Little Sandy Coal Company.  The bond had been presented the month before, but there had been confusion regarding the request.  The bond in question had been issued with the wrong road name on the bond.  The bond revision corrected that mistake.  He assured the Commissioners that nothing was affected except for the name of the road.
Mr. Brown moved to sign the revised bond.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF JERRY STEARLEY AND CR 100 E, BETWEEN 500 N AND 600 N
Mr. Jerry Stearley appeared to discuss the further developments on the County Road he sought to have opened.  He stated that Mr. Stanton had not called him back and inquired if the road was on a County “to-do” list.  Mr. Brown informed Mr. Stearley that the road was not on the list.
Mr. Stearley asked if there was any way he could gain access?  He asked if he could cut the trees on the County right-of-way and the County remove the stumps?  Mr. Brown asked when they might have the trees cut.  Mr. Stearley responded probably by November.  Mr. Brown stated that he would ask County Surveyor John Keller to mark the County right-of-way.  Mr. Brown also stated that he would ask Mr. Foster to work with Mr. Stearley.  Mr. Parr mentioned that he was comfortable with the Stearleys cutting the trees, but emphasized that he wanted no one to get hurt.
IN THE MATTER OF SCHENKELSHULTZ AND THE NEW JAIL

Mr. Kristen Welty of SchenkelShultz appeared for the architects along with Gary Rogers, Clerk of the Works for the project.  Mr. Rogers gave the Commissioners an update on the project.  Mr. Parr questioned the value and cost of adding video visitation to the old jail.  The issue of why Sheriff Carter had monitoring camera removed from the plans for the new jail in the work release area.  Sheriff Heaton explained why he felt it was essential to have the cameras installed.  The Commissioners studied the plans for the new jail to further understand the former Sheriff’s decision.

Mr. Andrews moved to have the video visitation equipment installed in the old jail and to then be moved to the new jail in the work release area.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.
Mr. Welty reported that SchenkelShultz has reviewed the bids on the laundry equipment and recommended accepting the bid from B.O.S.S. Equipment at a cost of $ 30,446.50.
Mr. Andrews moved to accept the bid from B.O.S.S. Equipment for laundry equipment for the new jail at a cost of $30,446.50.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Change Order number 4 was presented to the Commissioners for their signatures.  The Order had been approved in a previous meeting.  The Commissioners signed the Order.

IN THE MATTER OF THE NATIONAL ROAD HERITAGE TRAIL

Ms. Wilmadene Schepper appeared to discuss the resolution which had been presented during the April 2005 meeting for the Commissioner’s consideration.  Mr. Dierdorf pulled in the electronic transfer of the document and the Commissioners signed the instrument.
She next presented a proposed County bike route with a map for possible designation of county roads for bike routes.  The Commissioners reviewed the map and added comments on the viability of certain roads for bike use.  Mr. Andrews suggested that the Commissioners could review the map and come up with possible revisions.  Mr. Brown stated that he would like to review the methodology of other counties that had established bike routes in their counties.
IN THE MATTER OF STRAND ENGINEERING

Mr. Marvin Beeker, of Strand Engineering, appeared to discuss with the Commissioners the scope of services provided by his company.  He mentioned that all bridge inspections were federally funded and also that his firm could provide advice to the County Highway Department.

IN THE MATTER OF EXPERIENCE WORKS
Representatives from Experience Works appeared to learn if the Commissioners had reviewed the materials they had left the previous month and inquire if the County was interested in becoming a training site.  Mr. Brown stated that he was possibly interested in a parts chaser and maintenance person at the County Highway Department.  The representatives reviewed the requirements for the program with the Commissioners and would return the next month for official consideration.

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE

Mr. Andrews began by asking Mr. Somheil if bidding was required in this area.  Mr. Somheil answered no.
Mr. Dale Loughmiller of Allied Insurance, the current local provider, appeared to review changes suggested by the Commissioners to the current plan.  He highlighted that the Commissioners had considered changing the deductible from $250 to $500, to include preventative health care with two dental cleanings and one vision exam; to set the waiting period for inclusion into the program at ninety days after the employment date, establish a working spouse rule where the working spouse was not eligible if insurance was offered at the spouses place of employment with a “grandfather” rule to include those now covered, to change the co-pay from $750 to $1,000, to create a mandatory generic drug use policy, and to stay with the Encore Network.
Ms. Debren Clark appeared to discuss a different approach to health care by utilizing her services as a broker.  In addition to the changes Mr. Loughmiller discussed, she offered that the County should consider changing from a 12/12 contract to a 12/15 contract and also establish a two tier structure instead of a four tier approach.
Mr. Andrews suggested that the Commissioners decide on the individual portions of the plan and then have the companies quote on those parameters.

Mr. Andrews moved that the County change the stop loss limit to $30,000 from $25,000, change the contract from a 12/12 contract to a 12/15 contract, and that the waiting period to sign up for the County health plan be set at ninety days after the employment date.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Mr. Andrews moved that a working spouse rule be established and be limited to new hires only.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.
Mr. Brown moved that the maximum out of the pocket expense be raised from $750 to $1,000.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Mr. Brown moved that the prescription formula be changed from $25/25% to $30/30%.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

.Mr. Brown moved to establish a generic drug policy.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.
Mr. Andrews moved to change the preventative health care from $250 to $500.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Mr. Andrews moved to add two preventative health care visits and one vision exam to the plan.  Mr. Parr seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Mr. Brown moved to stay in the Encore Network.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Mr. Andrews moved to have the prospects quote a two tier and a four tier plan.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

The Commissioners stated that the proposals were due  June 6, 2005 Commissioner’s meeting and would be discussed at the end of the meeting.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Andrews moved to adjourn.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.
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Board of Commissioners of Clay County

Attest __________________________________

Clay County Auditor

