Mr. Dierdorf asked Mr. Knox to re-state his motion.  

Mr. Knox moved that if the County Council  did not approve any additional funds, the contract would be given to Athens; if the Council approved $27,000 the contract would be given to Care; if the Council approved $45,250 the contract would be given to TransCare.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Mr. Somheil stated that we will need to make a record on why we are accepting the higher bid if the County Council approves the higher amounts.

Mr. Andrews commented that the Commissioners had basically placed the decision on the ambulance service in the County Councils hands.  Mr. Harding commented that he felt there would be a legal problem with the County Council making the decision.  Mr. Parr stated that he misunderstood the motion.  He stated that he would still like to make the decision on the service provider.  Mr. Somheil stated that the motion could be rescinded if there was a misunderstanding regarding the motion.

Mr. Knox asked if it would have been simpler to have a motion to request an additional of $45,250.  Mr. Somheil stated that it would work, but a motion would be needed to rescind the previous motion.

Mr. Knox moved to rescind the previous motion.  Mr. Parr seconded the motion.  Motion passed 2-0-1, with Mr. Andrews abstaining.

Mr. Knox moved to request an additional appropriation of $45,250 to the County Council for the ambulance service.  Mr. Parr seconded the motion.  Motion passed 2-0-1 with Mr. Andrews abstaining.

IN THE MATTER OF THE CITY OF BRAZIL’S WATER LINE

Mayor Tom Arthur appeared to discuss the City’s plans to replace a water main down Murphy Avenue to the treatment plant.  Property owners along the route have been reluctant to grant the City right of way.  The State has suggested that the City run the line down the center of the road, which the City prefers not to do.

Mr. Andrews moved to deny the City the right to cut the road.  Mr. Knox seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE AMTTER OF APEX BENEFITS GROUP

Mr. John Ross, of Apex Benefits Group, appeared to seek approval to address the County employees regarding additional benefits.  The Association of Indiana Counties has endorsed the company and their products.  He explained several of the company’s products.

Mr. Andrews moved to have the company work with the Auditor’s office to meet the employees.  Mr. Knox seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF EMPLOYEE VACATION TIME

The Commissioners discussed earned vacation time and how it could be used by the employee.  The problem involves “breaking point” years, when an employee earns an extra week of vacation from a preset time of service.

Mr. Andrews moved that any County employee who is eligible for a “breaking point year” additional vacation time be granted the additional time after their anniversary date, through the remainder of the 2004 calendar year.  Mr. Knox seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE EPA CONTACT LETTER

Mr. Somheil mentioned that he had been sent notification of an $8,000,000 bond issue in Clay and other counties and was seeking direction from the Commissioners on how to respond to the law firm who had sent the letter.  The County Plan Commission would be the proper entity to respond, however Clay County does not have a plan commission.  Mr. Somheil asked how the Commissioners wanted him to respond.  If the Commissioners wanted to review the project, then Mr. Somheil would ask them to keep the Commissioners informed.  The Commissioners determined that they wanted to be informed and instructed Mr. Somheil to respond accordingly.

IN THE MATTER OF THE NEW JAIL

Gary Rogers, Clark of the Works, appeared to update the Commissioners on the progress of the new jail.  He stated that the underground was complete on “A” and that the sanitary sewer tie in was complete.  The structural had mostly been delivered, however some of the steel was on back order.  The jail advisory committee had decided to incorporate the old cornerstone outside.

Approximately $100,000 of the contingency fund had been used thus far.  He mentioned that discussions were being held regarding a grinded pump for the sewage system.  If the pump was not used, we would be seeking a refund.

IN THE MATTER OF THE DICK JOHNSON TOWNSHIP ROAD

The Commissioners instructed Mr. Somheil to send a letter to the landowners in question to remove the debris from the County road.

IN THE MATTER OF EMPLOYEE POLICY HANDBOOK REVISIONS

Mr. Dierdorf asked the Commissioners if they planned on revising the employee handbook before the end of the year.  He referenced the materials he had sent to the Commissioners a few months ago.  The Commissioners gave no indication of their intent.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Andrews moved to adjourn.  Mr. Knox seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

