STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

David Parr, President of the Clay County Commissioners, called the March 1, 2004  meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 9:00 A. M.  Mr. Parr opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of The United States of America. Those present included Commissioner Daryl Andrews, Commissioner Harold Knox, Commissioner David Parr, Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Joseph M. Dierdorf, Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
Mr. Knox moved to accept the minutes from the December 1, 2003 and December 29, 2003 meetings.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY BUSINESS

COURT HOUSE ELEVATOR

Mr. Parr noticed that the County had an additional quote from Kone regarding bringing the Court House elevator into compliance with the new State regulations.  Mr. Knox stated that the County should receive a third quote from Otis Elevators.  Mr. Parr asked Mr. Somheil if the County would be in violation by delaying the process until these new quotes could be received and analyzed.  Mr. Somheil stated that we would probably be ok.

BLOOD DRIVE

Mark Evans from the Extension Office appeared to discuss a County Blood Drive on July 9, 2004.  He stated that the newly formed County Cattleman’s Association are to provide rib eye steaks and there would be a live remote broadcast from a radio station.  He stated that he was here to ask permission for space inside or outside the building for the event.  The Commissioners granted permission for the space for the event, either inside or outside the building.
COURT HOUSE SECURITY SYSTEM ACCESS

Melanie Brown, Extension Service Educator addressed the Commissioners regarding access to the building by the Extension staff.  Mr. Andrews stated that the philosophy of the Commissioners had been for the elected officials to determine which members of their staffs would need after business hours access.  Mr. Andrews stated that the Commissioners would inform Mr. Hill to make any necessary changes.
PROJECT RESPECT GRANT
Mrs. Peggy Davis, Extension Educator, appeared to discuss changes to the Project Respect Grant.  She explained that there were new staff members in the grant department at Purdue and that they had been conducting reviews of grants and suggesting revisions.  She reviewed the suggested changes with the Executive.

Mr. Knox moved to accept the suggested changes.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Ms. Gerri Husband appeared to update the Executive regarding her area.  She stated that she had set a priority for defibulators.  She further stated that she had received a grant for $2,800 and the state QPA had dropped the price to $1,250 per unit.  Her purpose was to get the Commissioners to sign the paperwork to receive the grant.
Mr. Knox moved to approve the grant.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Ms. Husband stated that the County had received a grant for $21,000 for communications.  Also, we had received a grant from the Clay County Community Foundation to purchase a HasMat decontamination trailer.  The trailer would be supplied through the Clay County Health Department and the Emergency Management Offices.
Ms. Husband presented an annual report of her area of responsibility to the Commissioners.  She also stated that the County had received a reimbursement for half of her salary for 2003.

AECON ENGINEERING

Mr. Bob Bullard appeared to present a release form to be signed regarding the right of way connected to the Bridge 310 project.  The form was required by INDOT.  Mr. Knox stated that he had examined the area and believed that the Commissioners should sign the release.

Mr. Andrews moved to sign the release.  Mr. Knox seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Mr. Bullard then discussed a possible “road cut ordinance” for the County.  He explained that his company could develop a proposal for the County.  If adopted, the cost of the project for the 
County would be $2,500.
Mr. Knox moved to have Aecon prepare a proposal for the proposed ordinance at a cost of $2,500, with no obligation to the County to accept the proposal or pay the fees.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

COUNTY BRIDGES

Mr. Andrews inquired about Bridge 170, which had been put on hold in case cumulative bridge funds had been needed to supplement County General funds due to reassessment.  Mr. Parr stated that we should be somewhat back to normal with the collection of 2002 taxes.  Mr. Knox mentioned that Bridge 149 had also been put on hold for the same reasons.

Mr. Chamberlain mentioned engineering quotes on the bridges.  Mr. Parr asked about the priority ranking on the bridges being mentioned.  Mr. Knox stated that the Commissioners needed to take a look at the priority list for bridges.  Chamberlain stated that the bridge on White Rock road was being looked at by a contractor.
JAIL DEMOLITION

Mr. Somheil stated that David Ellis had examined both properties involved; the house and the store building.  Neither building held any asbestos and the house could be demolished at any time.  Since the store building was a commercial building, a ten day approval process was involved.

COURT HOUSE AND JAIL FACADE

Mr. Dave Sholl, of SchenkelShultz Architecture, appeared to discuss the match between the stone on the Court House and the facade of the new jail.  The discussion centered on the present color of the stone on the Court House verses the color of the stone if the building were cleaned, and which color to match to.  Eventually there was general agreement to match the current color, and worry about cleaning the Court House at a later date.

CLERK OF THE WORKS

Mr. Gary Rodgers appeared to present himself as a candidate for the position of clerk of the works for the new jail project.  He presented a resume to the Commissioners.  He also stated that he had been in conversation with SchenkelShultz.

Mr. Andrews asked how we were coming on the hiring of a person.  Mr. Somheil stated that ads had been placed in local newspapers and that resumes were to be returned to Mr. Parr by March 30, 2004.  Mr. Parr would eventually hold a meeting to review the resumes and make a decision.

IN THE MATTER OF THE NEW JAIL

Mr. Dave Sholl appeared for SchenkelShultz to provide the monthly update for the new jail.  He stated that the second phase of development was complete and that they were ready for the third phase.  Mr. Sholl went through the current plan.  He indicated that the design was still at 154 beds and the basic plan had not been changed.  He presented a full set of preliminary plans for the facility and left them with Mr. Parr to review.  He also showed a set of samples indicating paint colors, fabrics, laminates and carpets.

He stated that the demolition bids had been awarded and the new fiber optic line had been installed.  Local merchants had been contacting the firm regarding possible business opportunities with the project.  Sholl spent some time discussing current steel prices and how they might affect the project.  Prices had jumped about 30% nationally and that the final pricing would not be known until bids are let.
Mr. Parr asked about scheduling.  Mr. Sholl stated that they were “pretty close” currently and that he expected that to “tighten up” towards the end as it always seemed to be that way.  Several other questions were asked regarding utilities, shut offs, etcetera.  Mr. Parr inquired about Mr. Faulk and the ICLU.  Mr. Somheil responded that he felt Mr. Faulk felt that we were further along than Faulk had anticipated.

IN THE MATTER OF ORDINANCE 5-2004

Mr. Parr asked Mr. Somheil to read the proposed ordinance for its second reading.  Mr. Somheil read the following in its entirety:

ORDINANCE No.  __5___ - 2004
WHEREAS the Board of County Commissioners of Clay County, Indiana, is the Executive as designed by statute; 

WHEREAS the Executive has determined that there is a serious problem existing in the County, namely, the traffic flow through the intersection of County Road 550 South and County Road 200 East, Harrison Township, Clay County, Indiana, which is under the jurisdiction of the Executive;

WHEREAS the Executive has authority as to administration and maintenance of the above stated highway intersection under the provisions of I.C. 8-17; 

WHEREAS the local unit of government, as the same is defined by statute, has all powers granted by statute and all other powers necessary or desirable to conduct its affairs when not specifically granted by statute unless same are reserved to another government or are specifically denied a local unit of government;

WHEREAS there are no statutes, rules or regulations or other specific denials of the power to adopt an ordinance regulating the traffic flow upon the various highways, roads and other through-ways under the jurisdiction of the Executive and not under the specific jurisdiction of the State; and

WHEREAS an Executive which desires to implement policies and regulations consistent with its powers and duties must do so by ordinance duly adopted according to statute;

Now, therefore, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Clay, State of Indiana that the following should be and is hereby ORDAINED and adopted to accomplish such purposes and to perform the duties of the Executive in these matters, to-wit:

The intersection of County Road 550 South and County Road 200 East, in Harrison Township, Clay County, Indiana, shall be signed with Stop Signs designating said intersection as a 4-Way stop intersection.  All persons operating a motor vehicle through said intersection shall come to a full and complete stop before entering said intersection.  

A person violating this Ordinance shall be fined according to and pursuant to the schedule of fines for the violation of the Statute of the State of Indiana for the same offense.

First reading 2nd day of February, 2004.

PASSED, ADOPTED AND ORDAINED this 1st day of March, 2004.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OF CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA

___David Parr /s/ ________________

___Harold Knox /s/_______________

___Daryl Andrews /s/_____________

ATTEST:

___Joseph M Dierdorf /s/    ________

Auditor, Clay County, Indiana

Mr. Parr asked for a motion.  Mr. Andrews moved to approve Ordinance 5-2004.  Mr. Knox seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.
The Commissioners asked if we need stop signs at the Calcutta rail road crossing.  Mr. Chamberlain stated that the highway department would investigate and determine if the County needs both rail road stop arms and stop signs.

IN THE MATTER OF VETERNS AFFAIRS

Mr. Les Walden appeared to inform the Commissioners that the City of Brazil would sell a used automobile to the County for Veterans Affairs use for $1.00.  Mr. Walden asked that the vehicle be included in the County motor pool and that the County furnish plates and insurance for the vehicle.  The car would be used only to transport County veterans to hospitals, etcetera.
Mr. Andrews moved to accept the offer and purchase the car for $1.00.  Mr. Knox seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.
Mr. Walden mentioned that the cannons in front of the Court House were in need of repair.  The American Legion had asked for permission from the Commissioners to repair the cannons.  Also, the honor rolls in the Memorial Building needed to be updated.  Mr. Walden suggested that policies needed to be updated and developed regarding what types of service would qualify to be included on the honor rolls.

The Commissioners gave their permission for the American Legion to repair the cannons.

Mr. Walden stated that he was working on the information needed for the insurance policy for veterans.  A survey would appear in the Brazil Times this week.

IN THE MATTER OF THE CLAY COUNTY REDEVELOPMENT BOARD

It was announced that all five members of the Clay County Redevelopment Board appointed in January has resigned.  This being the case, the Commissioners needed to appoint new members.

Mr. Knox moved to appoint Jack Braden, Mary Jo Alumbaugh, and William “Bill’ Sisson.  Mr. Parr seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

The remaining two members would be appointed at a future Commissioners meeting.


IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Knox moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.
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