STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

David Parr, President of the Clay County Commissioners, called the Monday, July 28, 2003 Special Meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 10:00 A.M. Mr. Parr opened the meeting by explaining the purpose of the meeting was to consider establishing a cumulative voting machine fund in the county. Those present included Commissioner Daryl Andrews, Commissioner Harold Knox, and Commissioner David Parr, Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Joseph M. Dierdorf, Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

President Parr began the process by reading the following proposed ordinance in its entirety:

ORDINANCE 8-2003

ESTABLISHING A CUMULATIVE VOTING FUND

UNDER IC 3-11-6-9

BE IT ORDAINED by the Clay County Commissioners of Clay County, Indiana that a need now exists for the establishment of a Cumulative Voting Fund for the following purposes:


For all uses a set out in IC 3-11-6-9

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Board will adhere to the provisions of IC 3-11-6-9.  Proposed fund will not exceed  $.0167 on each $100 of assessed value.  Said tax rate will be levied beginning with taxes for 2003 pay 2004.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the alone tax rate shall revert to zero when the voting machines are fully paid for.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that proof of publication of the public hearing held on the 28th day of July, 2003 and a certified copy of this ordinance be submitted to the Department of Local Government Finance of the State of Indiana as provided by law.  Said Cumulative Fund is subject to the approval of the Department of Local Government Finance.

Duly adopted by the following vote of the members of Clay County Commissioners, this 

 Day of 
  

, 2003.
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Attest:

Clay County Auditor

President Parr then open the floor to comments.

Clay County Clerk Mary Brown stated that counties that are still using the punch card voting have to be off of that system by the year 2006.

Commissioner Andrews asked if this had been mandated that the county switch systems.  Clerk Brown answered that the mandate had come from the federal government.  Commissioner Andrews further asked if there was a possibility of re-imbursement from the State of Indiana.  Clerk Brown again answered yes, and added that the estimated cost for a new computerized system would cost between $280,000 to $300,000.

Commissioner Andrews asked if the tax could be deleted once the machines were paid for.  Auditor Dierdorf answered that either the fund could be deleted or amended to a $0.00 tax rate.

Mr. Walter Young asked the Board about those citizens who were on a fixed income and could afford no new taxes.  He asked what those persons were to do when they could not pay their property taxes and then lost their property in a tax sale.  Mr. Andrews answered that he felt the Board of Commissioners would not be there if the mandate were not in existence.

Mr. Young further asked if the tax would come off once the purpose had been accomplished.  Mr. Andrews stated he would like an addition to the resolution to amend the rate to $0.00 once the debt obligation had been satisfied.  Mr. Somheil prepared a statement to be added to the ordinance.

Mr. Parr called a fifteen-minute recess to amend the proposed ordinance.

Mr. Parr re-convened the meeting.  Mr. Dierdorf presented the Commissioners with the amended ordinance.

Mr. Knox moved to accept the amendment to Ordinance 8-2003.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Mr. Knox moved to suspend the rules and adopt the ordinance on first reading.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Mr. Knox stated that he was reluctant to establish any new taxes, but with the mandate in place, the county had no other choice.  Mr. Knox moved to adopt Ordinance 8-2003.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Mr. Andrews moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Parr seconded the motion.  Mr. Parr adjourned the meeting.










_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
Board of Commissioners of Clay County

Attest __________________________________

Clay County Auditor

