STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

 David Parr, President of the Clay County Commissioners, called the Monday, March 3, 2003 meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 9:00 A. M. Mr. Parr opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of The United States of America. Those present included Commissioner Daryl Andrews, Commissioner Harold Knox, and Commissioner David Parr, Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Joseph M. Dierdorf, Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Mr. Parr asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes that had be mailed to the Executive.

Mr. Knox moved that the minutes from the January 2003 and February 2003 meetings be approved.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE FORMER HEALTH DEPARTMENT SPACE

Judge Akers had forwarded a quote from Meneely Construction to President Parr regarding the renovation of the former Health Department space to house the Judge’s chambers and a new jury room.  The current Judge’s chambers and jury room would be renovated to house Phoenix Community Corrections within this plan.  Phoenix has $4,500 that could be used towards the project.  Judge Akers has $4,000 in funds that could also be applied towards the project.

Mr. Parr also mentioned that the quote took into mind the historical significance of the building and that the construction would performed to insure that the historical significance would be preserved.  The total for the quote was 

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY INSURANCE

Bituminous Insurance had sent a notice to the county regarding the Terrorism Risk Insurance Act passed in October 2002 on the federal level.  The notice informed the County of terrorism insurance rider for the County’s insurance policy.  The County has the option to take or decline the coverage.  The cost of the rider is $120.  The discussion centered on how a insurance company would determine if an act was vandalism or terrorism.

Mr. Andrews moved to procure the rider.  Mr. Knox seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE RENEWAL OF THE MAXIMUS CONTRACT

Clay County has utilized Maximus for a number of years to prepare the annual cost allocation plan.  Maximus had proposed a renewal of that agreement.  Auditor Dierdorf handed out a copy of a proposed agreement from Sequoia Consulting Group which had been received on Friday prior to this meeting.

President Parr tabled the issue to allow the Executive time to review the two proposals.

IN THE MATTER OF THE HVAC CHILLER MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

Mr. Frank Hren appeared on behalf of McCuay  Service to explain the agreement.  The service agreement will take effect upon completion of the upgrades to the chiller unit.

Mr. Knox moved to accept the agreement.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE LOTS IN ASHERVILLE

Mr. Darrell Williams had approached the Executive in February 2003 concerning the purchase of certain lots in the town of Asherville.  Deputy Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh reported on the research performed by the Auditor’s Office regarding the sale of the lots.  Indiana code allows the Executive to restrict the sale to the adjacent landowners.  Mr. Knox suggested that the Executive seriously consider restricting the sale to the adjacent landowners.

Mr. Somheil was queried regarding the notification of the property owners.  His determination was that owners who possessed abutting land should be notified, and that abutting land was that land that physically touches the property.  In this particular case, the notification would only be sent to two property owners.

Mr. Knox moved that the Commissioners proceed with the sale of the property and notify the abutting landowners.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

The discussion centered on setting the minimum price for the parcels.

Mr. Andrews moved that the minimum price be set at $1,000 per parcel.  Mr. Knox seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF WESTERN INDIANA EMPLOYMENT TRAINING SERVICES

Mr. Andrews moved to re-appoint David Parr to the WIETS board.  Mr. Knox seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM

Mrs. Gerri Husband appeared to further address the NFIP situation in Clay County.  She brought the Executive up to date on the situation of the issue.  Mr. Tim Persinger appeared to testify to the effect not participating in the program had on his family.  He stated that he could not do anything with the property he owns within the flood plain.  He found out the situation when he tried to re-finance his property.  Mr. Bill Neal asked if the program was enacted, would it affect the insurance rates on property that was not located within the flood area.  Mrs. Husband answered no, it would not affect his non-flood plain property.  He further asked if property was located in the flood plain, would that property be affected because the owner did not have flood insurance prior to inclusion into the program.  Mr. Andrews answered that , because a person could not procure flood insurance at a reasonable cost, they should not be affected.  He further stated that a decision to not procure subsidized insurance could affect his property.

After further discussion on the Commissioners asked Mr. Somheil what the procedure was for the County to move forward, if the Executive so desired.  Mr. Somheil responded that it would require a public hearing and if passed, a second reading the following month since there were provisions for fines for non-compliance.  He further stated that the procedure could start as early as April.

Mr. Andrews moved that public notice be given for a public hearing to begin the process in April meeting of the County Executive at 9:30 A.M..  Mr. Knox seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF REASSESSMENT

County Assessor C. R. Boyd appeared before the Executive to request the approval of a continuation of a contract with a consultant to assist in the technical aspects of the reassessment.  He stated that the contract was for $10,000, which was one half of the fee for 2002.  Mr. Knox inquired how the reassessment was proceeding.  Mr. Boyd answered that there were delays due to software problems with data entry.  He further stated that he had placed further work with the Think Map system on hold due to the delays with the reassessment.

Mr. Les Harding asked how soon the reassessment would be completed.  Mr. Boyd stated that, once the software update was received, he hoped the project would be completed within a month.  Auditor Dierdorf asked if all of the data was in the system.  Mr. Boyd responded that the data was current as of November, 2002 when the data was converted to the Plexis system.

Mr. Knox moved to approve the contract.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0

IN THE MATTER OF THE COUNTY JAIL

President Parr suggested that an Jail Advisory Board be formed to help plan and coordinate the construction of a new County jail.  He further suggested that the following persons be appointed: Judge J. Blaine Akers, Judge Earnest Yelton, Deputy Prosecutor Robert Pell, Sheriff Robert Carter, County Council President Les Harding, Commissioner President David Parr, Auditor Joseph Dierdorf.

Mr. Knox moved that the Jail Advisory Board be formed and the aforementioned persons be appointed to the board.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Beth Stickels of Get Results, Incorporated stated that several months ago the Commissioners had approved a contract with her company, and pending County Council approval of the funding.  She asked that she be given approval to contact the firm who provided the original jail feasibility study to appear and give a background presentation to the Jail Advisory Board, and to send out requests for proposals to probably four firms and then report to the Executive during their April meeting.  Her proposed timeline would include interviews with a “short list” of companies with the Jail Advisory Board to decide on a firm to present to the Commissioners in May, 2003 and then request an appropriation from the County Council in June, 2003.  She asked to be given authorization to formally work with the Jail Advisory Board and send out the RFP’s.

Mr. Knox moved that Get Results, Incorporated be given authorization to formally work with the Jail Advisory Board and to send out the requests for proposals.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Mr. Ron Chamberlain addressed the potential advertising for bids on county bridge number 170.  Mr. Chamberlain presented a bid for materials for bridge number 170 and another separate bid for the construction of the bridge.  The two estimates were stated to be “rough estimates” to give him an idea on how much money to ask for the project.  He stated that the estimates were in the neighborhood of $140,000 to $150,000, which he felt were a little high.  He felt that the bridge was structurally strong, but due to past maintenance of the bridge the safety of the bridge was in question.

Mr. Parr stated that Commissioner Knox had two bridges in his district that had action delayed for some time and should not be delayed further.  Mr. Chamberlain stated that a contract had been awarded to modify the existing bridge, bridge 90, without total replacement.  Mr. Knox stated that the bridge inspector would need to approve the proposed project before it could continue.

Mr. Chamberlain suggested that possibly bridge number 170 be tabled until the proposed renovation to bridge 90 had been completed.  Mr. Andrews asked how long it would be before we would know if the renovation project would work, as he would not wish to wait a year or two before action on bridge 170.  Mr. Chamberlain responded that it would probably be mid summer before work could be conducted.  

Mr. Andrews asked how long the bridge had been filled in.  The best guess was probably the mid 1970’s.

Mr. Andrews moved that the replacement of bridge 170 be tabled until the work on bridge 90 has been installed and then evaluated on the logistics of applying the same technique to bridge number 170.  Mr. Knox seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Mr. Chamberlain mentioned that Mr. Knox had asked about weight limits on county roads.  He stated that the surrounding counties of Parke, Putnam and Owen have ordinances in place.  Mr. Parr suggested that we review the records to determine if the county had an ordinance in place.

The patching machines were being prepared to begin to repair the road damage, which had been accentuated due to the severe winter.  He further stated that discussion should begin concerning construction of facilities for salt storage and equipment storage at the County Highway Garage site.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Knox moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.










_______________________________________
________________________________________

________________________________________

Board of Commissioners of Clay County

Attest __________________________________

Clay County Auditor

