STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY )

Joseph M. Dierdorf, Auditor of Clay County, called the Monday, January 6, 2003 meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 9:00 A. M. Mr, Dierdorf opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of The United States of America. Those present included Commissioner Daryl Andrews, Commissioner Harold Knox, and Commissioner David Parr, Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Joseph M. Dierdorf, Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS FOR 2003.

Mr. Dierdorf opened the floor for nominations for President of the Executive.  Mr. Andrews nominated David Parr for President.  Mr. Knox seconded the nomination.  Mr. Andrews moved that the nominations be closed.  Mr. Knox seconded the motion. Mr. Dierdorf announced that Mr. Parr had been elected by acclimation.  Mr. Dierdorf turned the meeting over to President Parr at this time.  Mr. Parr opened the floor to nominations for Vice-President.  Mr. Andrews nominated Mr. Knox for Vice-President.  Mr. Knox declined the nomination and asked Mr. Andrews to rescind his nomination.    Mr. Andrews rescinded his nomination.  Mr. Parr nominated Mr. Andrews for Vice-President.  Mr. Knox seconded the nomination.  The nominations were closed and Mr. Andrews was elected by acclimation. 

IN THE MATTER OF ATTORNEY FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE.
Mr. Knox moved that Eric Somheil be retained in the position of attorney for the County Executive.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE’S APPOINTMENTS
COMMISSIONERS REPRESENTATIVE TO PTA/BOA

Mr. Knox moved to re-appoint Mr. Jim Hicks.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

WCIEDD REPRESENTATIVE

Mr. Knox moved that Mr. Andrews be appointed as the County Executive’s representative.  Mr. Parr seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

CLAY COUNTY REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

Mr. Knox moved that Pat Martin, Jerry Laue, Vickie Mace, Merle Adams, and William Purcell be re-appointed to the Clay County Redevelopment Commission.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

ABC BOARD

Mr. Knox moved that Robert Longo be re-appointed to the board.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Brazil City Planning Commission
Mr. Knox moved that Carolyn Timberman be re-appointed.  Mr. Parr seconded the nomination.  Mr. Andrews stated that he did not feel comfortable voting for a person whom he did not know personally.  Motion passed 2-0-1.

County Highway SUPERVISOR

Mr. Knox moved that Ron Chamberlain be retained.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR

Mr. Andrews moved that Gerri Husband be retained.  Mr. Knox seconded the nomination.  Motion passed 3-0.

HEAD CUSTODIAN OF THE COURTHOUSE

Mr. Knox moved that Debbie Mustard be retained.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

COUNTY VETERNS SERVICE OFFICER

Mr. Knox moved that Lester Walden be retained.  Mr. Andrews seconded the nomination.  Motion passed 3-0.

CLAY COUNTY HOSPITAL BOARD

Mr. Andrews moved to table the appointment.  Mr. Knox seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Mr. Knox moved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY BUSINESS

Ron Chamberlain stated that the State of Indiana anticipates letting bids on the State Road 42 project in February 2003.  Clay County will be responsible for the detour route used during the construction project.  The route will be analyzed prior to use as a detour to determine the condition of the route.  Any damage to the roads due to the detour situation would be the responsibility of the State of Indiana.  Mr. Chamberlain presented Mr. Dierdorf three copies of a claim to be signed for reimbursement on county bridge 310.

IN THE MATTER OF MIDWEST COAL

Mr. Jerry Spurr appeared before the Executive to seek a temporary extension of the closure of CR 200N.  The company expects to have the final construction finished by late spring or early summer, 2003.  Mr. Andrews moved the county grant Midwest Coal a temporary extension of county road 200N through the requested date of January 2004.  Mr. Knox seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF HIGHWAY BIDS

It was stated to the Executive that the bids opened in the December 2002 meeting were in proper form.  Mr. Knox moved to accept the bids opened in the December 2002 meeting.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE CONTRACT WITH PATRIOT ENGINEERING

Mr. Parr presented a contract regarding the monitoring of the land farm located at the County Highway Garage.  Mr. Parr suggested that the Executive’s council review the contract.

IN THE MATTER OF THE CABLE FRANCHISE RENEWAL

Mr. Parr recommended that the Executive’s council review the proposed franchise renewal.

IN THE MATTER OF CLAY COUNTY JAIL

Sheriff Rob Carter addressed the Executive regarding the County Jail.  Sheriff Carter stated that Kenneth Falk from the ICLU toured the jail during November, 2002, after having received several letters of complaint from inmates regarding conditions at the jail, along with an attorney from the Indiana Sheriff’s Association.  Sheriff Carter stated that Clay County now has the oldest jail structure in Indiana, as well as updated the Executive regarding the history of the jail and the pending litigation regarding the jail.  There was considerable discussion regarding steps the County might take regarding rectifying the problems with the jail.

Mr. Falk sent a letter following the tour and cited his concerns regarding the facility.  His two main concerns were inmate classification and over crowding.  Also mentioned was a 1994 court decree and that the County was in contempt.

The consensus of the Executive was that the County needed to determine how to proceed to construct a new facility.

IN THE MATTER OF WCIEDD

Mr. Jim Coffenberry appeared before the Executive to provide an update on several ongoing projects.  Mr. Coffenberry stated that he had conducted a meeting with Morris Manufacturing, and other interested parties, concerning Morris’ future expansion and reported that various possibilities were being explored.  

Mr. Coffenberry suggested that he could look into the Brownfield Grant Program concerning an environmental study for the possible new jail.

The following resolution was read in its entirety by Mr. Somheil to re-apply for a Community Development Block Grant:
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RESOLUTION BY THE CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
SUPPORTING WCIEDD AS TECHNICAL ADVISOR AND
ENDORSING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ACTION GRANT SUBMISSION

Whereas, the Clay County Board of Commissioners, Clay County, Indiana recognizes the need
to stimulate growth and to maintain a sound economy within its corporate limits; and

Whereas, the Indiana Department of Commerce is authorized through the Community
Development Action Grant program to make grants to expand the administrative capacity and

program development potential for organizations whose mission is to promote economic
development; and

Whereas, the West Central Indiana Economic Development District has been recognized as the
official technical consultant for the Clay County Redevelopment Commission;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Clay County Board of Commissioners that:

1. The technical support of the West Central Indiana Economic Development District is vital to
the future success of the Redevelopment Commission’s community development efforts.

2. The Clay County Board of Commissioners supports the submission of an application to the
Community Development Action Grant program for reimbursement of 50% of the costs of its
redevelopment commission- related technical assistance services and for professional
services involved in redevelopment commission projects.. 43,500 ~oy

3. The Clay County Board of Commissioners does hereby commit $4;6660 in funds which may
be used as match for the proposed CDAG project if it is funded.

Adopted by the Clgy County Board of Commissioners this 6th day of January, 2003 10:30 a.m.

Clay County Board of Commissioners, President
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Mr. Knox moved to amend the resolution from $4,000, to be used as matching funds for CDAG, to $3,000.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion to amend the resolution passed 3-0.  Mr. Knox moved to approve the amended resolution.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF WOODVIEW ESTATES

Janet Kassis appeared to discuss a problem with a security light in her neighborhood.  She asked if there were any County ordinances regulating this type of problem.  The Executive explained that countywide planning and zoning did not exist in Clay County.  Mr. Somheil suggested that private council be consulted to research the problem.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Knox moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.
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Board of Commissioners of Clay County

Attest __________________________________

Clay County Auditor

